Fourth Sunday of Lent. Cycle. A. 2026.
The 4th Sunday of Lent interrupts our penitential journey with a quiet but profound joy- Laetare- “Rejoice”- invites us to lift our eyes from the struggle of conversion and glimpse the transforming grace already at work within us. In the Gospel Jesus heals a man blind from birth. This is not merely a miracle of physical sight; it is a powerful sign of “spiritual illumination”. The man gradually comes to see not only the world around him, but also the truth about Jesus- and about himself.
The religious leaders who believe they see clearly remain trapped in darkness. Their certainty blinds them. The man who was once blind, however, grows in courage, humility and faith. His journey reminds us that true sight is not about having all the answers but about being open to Gods’ action.
The First Reading reinforces this theme. When Samuel looks for Israel’s’ King, God warns him not to judge by appearance. David is chosen not because of outward strength, but because God sees the heart. Lent calls us to the same conversion: to let go of superficial judgment and allow God to reshape our inner vision.
St. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians in the Second Reading today urges them and us- “to live as children of light”. Once we were in darkness, he says, but now we are light in the world. This is not something we achieve by effort alone, it is the fruit of encountering Christ, the light of the world.(RCIA)
 The Pharisees were blind because of their prejudiced judgments, they believed that anyone born blind is a sinner and God did not work through sinners. John in his Gospel text makes it abundantly clear that physical illness is not the effect of sin. Rather sin here is connected with spiritual blindness and anyone who rejects the true light who is Jesus is guilty of sin and so is spiritually blind. This is even more dangerous blindness than the physical one.
The man born physically blind comes to both physical sight and spiritual sight. The restoring of his sight is followed by a progressive spiritual insight. Through opposition and persecution, slowly the man comes to recognize Jesus as a prophet, sent from God and Son of Man and then finally his encounter with Jesus leads him to profess his faith in Jesus as the “Son of God”. The man moves from sight to insight, i.e. faith. The various steps of the man coming to faith in Jesus exemplify the journey of all those who want to be disciples of Jesus….RCIA
Sometimes, acknowledging our own spiritual blindness and confess our own groping in darkness can be embarrassing. Regardless of what it is, Jesus offers to remove our blindness and show us the light. Imitating the journey of the man who finally recognized Jesus, we should progress to an inner enlightenment, so that we can confess the crucified one as the Son of man, who when lifted up, will draw all things to himself.
The blind man stands for all humanity. “Born totally in sin”, he is made a new creation by the saving power of Christ. We are invited to see this blind mans’ journey from darkness to light as a paradigm for our own spiritual lives- from the darkness of doubt to belief, from the darkness of sin to the light of repentance, mercy and freedom. So the story about this most famous blind man is about seeing the deeper realities of our everyday life and Jesus the savior. It teaches about opening our eyes and seeing things differently.
As we move closer to Easter, this Sunday asks us a gentle but searching question: Where might I still be blind? What fears, habits or certainties prevent me from seeing as God sees?
The Good news is this: Jesus seeks us out, just as He sought the blind man. He does not condemn our blindness; He heals it-if only we allow Him to touch our eyes and our hearts.
Lord Jesus, light of the world, open our eyes to see as You see. Heal our blindness, free us from fear and lea us from darkness into Your truth. May our lives reflect the light we have received? Amen.


