Ministry of Lector
**The proclamation of the Word of God is a service to the Church. Lectors bring the living Word of God to the liturgical assembly. The ministry of the Word should be treated seriously and with great dignity (GIRM 55).

1) The Word of God is not merely read during the liturgy. It is proclaimed, yet NOT with theatrical show!! Effective proclamation involves the delivery of the message with clarity, conviction, and appropriate pace. It demands the ability to evoke faith in others by demonstrating one’s own faith. Proclamation is a special ministry which presupposes faith. It also rouses faith in those who hear the Word proclaimed. (LM Intro 55)

2) Lectors must be properly trained for their ministry. Only properly trained and commissioned lectors should be scheduled for liturgy (GIRM 101, LM Intro 14).

3) Merely looking over the readings before Mass is NOT enough. Begin preparing at home. Read the passage once or twice, once out loud. Read the passage as a “listener” and let the meaning sink into your mind and heart; otherwise, you will just be reading words. The lector should also be praying over the reading, so the Holy Spirit can infuse their words.

4) Lectors need to be active Catholics who are confirmed. If young people are used as lectors during a children’s Mass, then they must have received First Communion and preferably be Confirmed. 

5) In the case of a funeral or wedding, family members or friends may be allowed to read during these special liturgies. However, they must be properly trained and have the reading well in advance, so they can practice reading it with reverence.

6) No reading is allowed to be changed by the lector for inclusive language. The lector must read what is printed only (LM Intro 111).

7) No lector is allowed to proclaim the Gospel. That is only allowed by a consecrated male (bishop, priest or deacon) (GIRM 59)

8) If there is no cantor for the Responsorial Psalm, these can be read by the lector; however, the Psalm is meant to be sung.

9) The lector must take part in the full liturgy. It is inappropriate for a lector to participate actively only in the Liturgy of the Word (GIRM 91).

10) The ambo is the symbol of the presence of the Word of God in the Church, just as the altar is the symbol of the Sacrament of the Eucharist.

Dress Code:  All lectors & Eucharistic Ministers must follow the dress code as prescribed by the Diocese. Dressing and overall appearance must be modest. The focus of the Lector shouldn’t be to draw attention on himself/herself, but to proclaim the Word of God to the congregation and to give glory to God.

Self-Evaluation
1) Understand what it means when Scripture is proclaimed at Mass.
2) Is the proclamation of Scripture a faith-filled experience for you?

3) Was I prepared for my ministry?

a) Understanding the meaning of the passage I proclaimed
b) Pronunciation...saying the words correctly.
c) Speed: too fast or too slow.
d) Pacing... everything must be read at the same pace.
e) What about the effective use of pauses?

f) Volume…too loud or too soft.
g) Diction...pronouncing syllables carefully

4) Where can I improve?

5) How can I prepare better?

6) Important to have a critique from other lectors…family members.
7) Notice the effect of my proclaiming God’s Word on the congregation.
8) The more you know about Scripture in general and a passage in particular, the more effective a reader you will be.
9) What about my knowledge and faith. Assess how this affects my proclamation. Assess how it affected the assembly.
