6th Sunday of Easter, Cycle. A. 2026
One of the most devastating misfortunes of the heart-wrenching images that appear after natural disasters, or in the aftermath of a war & Conflict caused by political violence or religious persecution is – the number of children who are left orphans. They are victims of natural disasters, armed aggression, famine and human neglect: Sometimes we see pictures of these misfortune ones-perhaps hugged by an army doctor or a Red Cross social worker or men of Catholic Charities. Their emptiness and sadness can only be filled with meaningful and lasting relationships. This is precisely what Jesus thought would happen to his faithful followers after his death. So he said: “I will not leave you orphans”. This means there are no orphans in the reign of God. This is a powerful promise of presence. Even though Jesus will depart physically, he remains spiritually present- within us.
When Jesus shows this image in the Gospel, he consoles his disciples, assuring them that he will not abandon them in their fear and anxiety. He promises that he will remain among us in a new way to shape his mission by our lives. He offers us in other words a Gospel of life management which includes crisis management too. This is what the Spirit invites us today to mediate on. As Good Shepherd he led a serviceable and sacrificial life for others’ liberation from crisis. During those hetic days of his public salvific ministry, like anyone of us, he underwent crises such as deprivation, rejection, separation and ultimately he was able to withstand all of them and reached his final destiny of resurrection.
Jesus speaks tenderly to his disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments:” Love here is not abstract-it is lived in action. Jesus promises “another Advocate”, the Spirit of truth, who will remain them forever. Love leads to obedience, obedience opens us to deeper communion and communion is sustained by the Holy Spirit. Love is not just emotion- it is faithfulness in action. We are never abandoned- Christ continues to live in us. 
The disciples had something to hope for in their life. Their steady suffering was fueled by their hope, a hope that made others wonder at their suffering stamina. Explaining the sufferings early Christian undergoing, the Apostles exhorted all disciples to bear them patiently like Jesus for the sake of getting crowned by him for such patient endurance and ready to explain the reason for such for such hope. They knew that ultimately God will bless and protect them and in any human suffering cases, make it an occasion for proclaiming the Gospel. They were inspired by the Holy Spirit that this painful sense of loss was essential aspect of their mission. It was a sharing in the passion for Christ. The suffering became an expression of their love for God and radiated joy producing unsinkable hope in their mission.
Jesus expects from us today to buy from Him and the Apostles this “Survival Kit” free of charge: Jesus is to be the one to love, his love-command is something to do; and his promised land is something to hope for. We are called to be in the world but not of the world. We can neither withdraw in arrogant aloofness from the world nor fully victimized by the worldly pleasures and accomplishment. We have to be the light where there is darkness. This is the challenge for Jesus’ disciples. For which Jesus affirms that we are never alone or without resources for whatever we are called to be or to do. Always we must be mindful that Jesus is the reason for our joy, our love, our faith and hope. This is the secret of the “Survival Kit” offered by our Master for our successful life in this world.
Today we also celebrate Mothers’ day. It is an opportunity to salute our mothers on this day for their tenacious love and sacrifice for their family. Motherhood is a marvelous gift of God to humanity. Hence, let us gracefully thank our mothers, and show them our appreciation and love and pray for them during this celebration. Happy Mothers’ day to all of you.
