29th Sunday Ordinary Time, 2026 Cycle. A..
There is a true story of a great man by name Franz Jaggerstatter, was born in Austria(1930s) and grew up as a simple devout Catholic, was married to Anna and they had three children. The Second World War started in the year 1939; Franz was just 36 years old then, and he was called to serve in Hitler’s’ army. But he had already made up his mind on this question. His answer was “no”. 
His friends tried to persuade and persist him. But he said “no” again, the reason he said, “The war is not a just war “and joining the war will be against my conscience”. I love my country, I love my people, but there is a higher law, God’s law. And God’s law tells me that this war is wrong. I can’t join without losing my integrity and inner peace. My conscience tells me that one day I will have answer for everything I do. All I’m saying is that I have to be guided by my own conscience, like any Christian should do”. To me the most precious thing in the whole world is the consciousness of not participating in evil.
“Is that your final answer?”. That is my final answer”, said Franz. He knew very well the consequence of his refusal. He was arrested and sent to prison; again many were sent to change his mind, even his wife begged him to reconsider his decision. But all efforts were futile. Franz was beheaded on 9 August 1943. What is the priceless legacy of this young man, Franz? He reminds us that the most precious thing that we possess is our conscience. Without right conscience, it will be impossible for us to steer the sailing vessel of our lives towards the harbor of truth and righteousness. Today there are many forces (Atheism, Anarchism, Communism, Marxism etc) at work for controlling our conscience and is kept at their disposal for sale.
Refusing obedience to civil authorities when their demands are contrary to the demands of an upright conscience finds its justification in the distinction between serving God and serving civil society. “Render, therefore, to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s”. We must obey God rather than men”.(Acts. 5: 29..St. Peter admonishes).
Our allegiance to country- be it the United States or other nation- is important, but never more important than our allegiance to God. Our primary identity is not as citizens of a particular country, but as citizens of Heavenly kingdom, as children of God.  Earthly rulers come and go. Governments change. Positions and possession disappear. But God remains sovereign. It is God to whom we belong first and foremost. This is the message of today’s Readings. 
Therefore, Christians should participate responsibly in society, respect legitimate authority, work for justice and contribute to the common good- but never allow any earthly power to take the place of God. Never surrender our conscience or our faith to political power, popularity, money or public opinion.
The Gospel today presents one of the most memorable saying of Jesus, “repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God”. Caesars’ image and inscription are on the Roman coin, so they belong to Caesar. But where do we find God’s image and inscription? The answer is, in us, his children. God created us in his image and inscribed his law on our hearts. Caesar may claim the coins to be his own, but he cannot claim people; they are claimed by God.
We are God’s, we belong to him. We must repay to God what belongs to God. How do we do this? We do this by giving God our very selves: loving him with all our heart, all our soul, all our mind. We do this by giving God the best we have to offer: our first fruits of time, talent and treasure. We do this by giving God our primary allegiance: putting God first before nations or kingdom, political or economic systems, institutions or ideologies.
Participating in the Eucharist, we are united with Christ and one another in offering our very selves to God. The grace of the sacrament strengthens our unity and allegiance to the one to whom we belong, now and forever. Let us therefore give Caesar what belongs to Caesar and give God what belongs to God.

