32nd Sunday Ordinary Time. Cycle. B. 2024
A Wife ordered a headstone for her late husbands’ grave with the following inscription:  “Rest in Peace”. A few days later, she discovered that her husband had left a part of his Last Will to another woman. Furious, she called up the engraver to ask if he could change the inscription on the tombstone. The man replied that “Rest in Peace” had been already inscribed. “Well then”, the wife snorted, just add: “Until we meet again”.

There were six people trapped in a dark, cold cave. They each had a stick of wood. The fire in the middle of the cave was starting to go out. The first person refused to put her wood in the fire because there was someone she didn’t like in the circle. The next person, also a woman, held onto her stick of because there was someone who did not belong to her church. The third individual, a man, was rather poor and he said, “Why should I give my stick to warm the rich”?. The next man was rich and he said, “Why should I sacrifice my stick to warm the lazy poor?” The next man, a greedy fellow, said, “I will save my stick of wood for tomorrow night to warm myself”. That night, they all died. However, they did not die from the cold in the cave, they died from the cold in their hearts”,
The First Reading and the Gospel today present poor widows who sacrificially gave their whole lives and means of livelihood to God, gave away all that they possessed for the glory of God, symbolizing the supreme sacrifice Jesus would offer by giving his life for others. In the First Reading from the Book of Kings, a poor widow, who barely had enough food for herself and her son, welcomed the prophet Elijah as a man of God, shared her food with him and received her reward in the form of a non-stop supply of food during the famine. Prophet Elijah demonstrates God’s concern for those economically oppressed by promising her that her food will be abundant and she will not run out of grain or oil.  God’s promise was good she was rewarded with abundance during the drought.
The story of the poor widow in today’s Gospel is often referred to as the story of “The poor widows’ mite” where “mite” refers to a small copper coin .The generosity of the widows’ selfless act is commended by Jesus and declares that she has found true honor in God’s eyes. In contrast, the scribes, despite their outward religiosity, they “devoured the savings of the widows” and inside they were spiritually vacant; hence they gave from their surplus”. Jesus remarks that on the other hand the poor widow gave from her heart. And the little she gave represented her very self. So we have denunciation of empty show, and praise given to generosity.

The woman’s action was praiseworthy because of the extent of her generosity. She gave everything with out reservation. This foreshadows the gift that Jesus himself was to make of his life. Jesus did not give us from his surplus; he gave everything. He did not give us things but he poured himself out completely. God is not simply throwing loose change, he gave everything’s. Paul tells us that Christ. “Though he was rich became poor for our sakes so that we could become rich through his poverty”. 

People can be generous to the Church. Some give money, a great deal of money. Others give their hands, their strength, their time, their energy and their loyalty. The Lord’s emphasis is not quantity but quality. The difference holds true through out the spiritual life. It is not the number of prayers we say that are important but the sincerity with which we pray them. It is not the number of hours we spent in a Church that is important but what we are doing while we are in the church. The Lord’s emphasis is on depth, sincerity and honesty. This is the heart of true religion. Otherwise religion is reduced into simply external motions and empty gestures. The letter to the Hebrews today reminds us that Jesus gave the Father everything He was. We are called to do the same.

Like the widow, we are called to love God with all our heart, all if our mind, and all of our strength. That is to love God passionately, thoughtfully and practically, as we reflected on last Sunday. Like the widow in the Gospel, God wants us to use our time, talents and treasure for His glory and for the benefit of our brothers and sisters. Do we do this?

.The prayer of St. Francis of Assisi reminds us of this when we pray: “It is in giving that we receive”
