24th Sunday, Ordinary Time, Cycle. A. 2026.
While Pope Benedict XVI was imparting his blessing from the Vatican Balcony, a fanatic drew a pistol, aimed at the Pope and pulled the trigger. But the gun did not fire. Guards seized and imprisoned the sniper. Brought before the Pope, the gunman expressed regret that the gun had failed to go off. The unruffled Pope said: “I will tell you why your gun failed. You were in the crowd and I had blessed you also, my son. Return to your home; your wife and children must surely have heard of this and will be worried.”
The Liturgy of this Sunday centers on one of the most difficult, yet, transformative demands of Christian life- forgiveness: Gods’ mercy towards us becomes the measure of how we are called to treat others. The Readings challenge believers to abandon resentment, revenge and bitterness, and instead embrace compassion rooted in divine mercy.
 Today’s Readings touch upon two things: (1) The First Reading and the Gospel warn us against all forms of anger, wrath and hatred against our neighbor. They emphasize the fact that unless we forgive our neighbor we cannot enjoy God’s forgiveness. The Second Reading speaks highly about the sublime nature of forgiveness.
It was Jesus’ infinite love and mercy that led Him to die for us. His death on the cross not only redeemed us but also united us with God and we became brothers and sisters. We are reminded by St. Paul that, being united in Jesus as brothers and sisters, we must show mercy to everyone who hurts us. The very exhortation, “to live and die for the Lord” is a reminder to imbibe Jesus’ infinite mercy.
Willian Shakespeare, greatest dramatist all time, regards mercy as a sublime quality of God. “It blesses him that gives and him that takes”. Both the giver and the receiver of mercy are thus enriched. A sinner may be severely punished by the laws of the State but a simple gesture of forgiveness shown by the victim can mend the relationship between the offender and the victim.
Love, kindness, compassion and magnanimity are aspects of forgiveness. Then true sign of Christianity is love and the power of love is forgiveness. Forgiveness should be permanent, not occasional. The quality of love is sweet but that of mercy and kindness is sweeter. One feels more enriched when one forgives than when one is forgiven.
History also teaches us that love and forgiveness prevail ultimately. The vengeful nature of few persons has resulted in gory warfare and great catastrophes. But do they occupy important and immortal positions in the annals of History? Where do they stand in comparison to paradigms of forgiveness like Jesus Christ, Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King etc who have become sources of light and icons of inspiration to the whole of humanity? These people achieved, with a few simple acts of forgiveness and kindness, what great emperors could not achieve with their whole might of vengeance and cruelty.
Forgiveness is a powerful divine remedy for the evils of the world. It has been proved that hatred and grudges towards others are the main reasons for many human ailments. Grudges and vengeance never let internal wounds heal. But when we forgive others, we not only mend the broken relationships but also facilitate the free flow of Jesus’ love to everyone, including ourselves. And this bring about integral healing.
In this world which considers revenge, cruelty and callousness as necessary ingredients for success in life, Christians should be living examples of forgiveness, tenderness and kindness. We should also be able to say with St. Paul, “If we live…..we are the Lords”. We belong to Christ and we are to conform ourselves to Him. The decision to live and die for the Lord will enable us to assimilate Jesus’ forgiveness, kindness and compassion. The number 77 represents the limitless nature of Gods’ mercy towards us- so we can make it represent ours to one another.
