Advent 4th Sunday, Cycle. A. 2025.
The First Readings’ Prophecy of a virgin bearing a son named Emmanuel speaks to the depth of Gods’ presence: not distant, but among us.. The Gospel picks up that promise and shows it fulfilled in the dramatic, ordinary, human reality of Josephs’ decision. In Joseph we see someone confronted by a scandalous situation (Marys’ pregnancy), and yet when the angel speaks, he trusts and acts. This means that as we approach Christmas, we are reminded: the wonder we await isn’t just about an event long ago- it is about God who dwells among us, in our flesh, in our story: The word becomes flesh.
Josephs’ role is the key.  He could have chosen a safe route. He could have waked away. But upon “walking”, Joseph did as the angel of the Lord commanded him. He took Mary as his wife, accepted the child, and named him Jesus. 
In the Gospel Reading for this Sunday, the focus is not on elaborate miracles, but on faith in the midst of confusion. When Joseph, a “son of David”, exercised his right to name the child, he became the legal father of Jesus. Through Joseph, Jesus also became a “son of David”. The child was conceived without the intervention of a human father but through the Holy Spirit and thus Jesus is the “Son of God”. Mary, a perfectly docile instrument of God, was filled with the Holy Spirit and conceived Jesus in her womb; thus Jesus is the “Son of Mary”. God invites Joseph and Mary to cooperate in his plan of salvation. If we were in God’s seat, we might choose to force people into submission to comply with our will. But that’s’ not the way God operates. God wants to win over us and see us participate in building the kingdom of God.
The challenge for us is also similar that of Joseph and Mary. We are invited to trust Gods’ plan in our life when the path seems unclear- to listen, to obey, to move. And the promise is- God is with us in that journey. Even Joseph’s’ story is tinged with mystery, risk and perhaps fear. Yet he goes forward. The Reading invites our hearts to a gentle, peaceful hope: not brash certainty, but humble openness, to quiet hearts. It tells us that Jesus is near. We wait with hope and joy, knowing that God is coming to be with us.
Now in what are the practical ways to respond?
1. Take a moment to reflect this week: “God with me”. Wherever you are, let Emmanuel echo in your heart. You might pause in the evening and say, “Lord, you are with me”.
2. Trust when it’s messy: Identify one situation in your life that is unclear, risky or not how you expected”. Ask, how you might respond as Joseph did- listening, obeying and stepping forward in faith.
3. Prepare with wonder: Beyond the gifts and decorations, prepare yourself interiorly, lifting your hands, opening the gates of your heart for the King of glory.
4. Embody Emmanuel for someone else.  Because God is with you, you can bring God-with others. Reach out to someone who needs presence: a call, a visit, a gesture of kindness.
5. Celebrate with Hope: Recognize that Christmas is near. Light the Advent Wreaths’ 4th candle (if you have one) or mark the day in some tangible way. Let your celebration be a “Yes” to God’s coming, even as we know the fullness is still to come.

