All Saints Day, Cycle. A. 2026.
All saints Day draws our attention to our final, transcendent goal- eternal life with God. The Solemnity of All saints commemorates all the saints of the Church- known and unknown to us- who have preceded us in death and attained respite in the Kingdom of Heaven. It also celebrates the bond between them and us. We seek that same union with God in Heaven one day. The Readings today point us to our Heavenly destiny and remind us that holiness is possible in ordinary human life.
The First Reading today gives us a beautiful vision of heaven: a countless multitude from every nation, people, tribe and language, standing before God and the lamb. They have come through suffering and have remained faithful. This reminds us that Gods’ family is much larger than we sometimes imagine. Heaven is not reserved for one culture, one language or one particular kind of person. God calls people from every walk of life to holiness. The saints teach us that holiness is not escaping from the struggles of life. It is remaining faithful to God in the midst of those struggles.
John gives us one of the most beautiful truths of Christian faith. We are already Gods’ children.  Our identity does not ultimately come from our profession, achievements, possessions, failures or the opinions of others. Our deepest identity is that we belong to God. The saints understood this deeply. They did not become holy because they were prefect people, they became holy because they allowed Gods’ love to transform them. The question is, “Am I allowing God to make me more like Christ?
 The Beatitudes comprise one of the most familiar and most beloved texts of the Gospel. The beatitudes are more than beautiful sayings. They are a beautiful spiritual roadmap for holiness. They act as the foundation of Jesus’ Mission. The world may say, “Blessed are the powerful, successful, wealthy, popular and influential”. But Jesus says something different.
For Jesus, they offer a two-fold message. First, they announce a present blessing. The poor in Spirit- those who mourn, those who are who are merciful, etc- are already blessed. God has indeed favored them. Second, the Beatitudes place a future challenge before the followers of Jesus; they care called on to recognize the blessings of God to strive to live in such way to receive the same blessings. In fact when we act on these challenges, we grow in our relationship with God and others and that realizes our salvation.
Holiness begins in ordinary life. Sometimes, we imagine saints are people who performed extraordinary miracles or lived very unusual lives. But many saints became holy through very ordinary things: prayer, forgiveness, service, patience, generosity, sacrifice, caring for family, helping the poor, and remaining faithful during difficult times. A parent patiently caring for a child can become holy. A person forging an injury can become holy. Someone quietly serving another person can become holy. A young person choosing what is right when friends choose what is wrong can become holy. Perhaps one of the most challenging Beatitudes is: “Blessed are are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy”. We cannot become saints while holding tightly to resentment and hatred. The saints show us that ordinary life can become a path to extraordinary holiness when it is live with love.
All saints day is not merely a day to admire holy people from the past. It is also a celebration of our own vocation. God calls each one of us to holiness. Let us ask: “What kind of saint is God calling me to become”?


