Baptism of the Lord, Cycle. A. 2026.
There is the story of a Ford Motor Company mechanist who worked for years at their plant in Detroit, Michigan; over a period of years he had “borrowed” from the factory various car parts and tools which he hadn’t bothered to return. While the management did not do anything to stop it also. However, in time the “forgetful mechanist” experienced a Christian Conversion and was baptized. More importantly, the man took his baptism very seriously and became a devout believer. The very morning after baptism, he arrived at work with his pickup truck loaded with all the parts and tools he had taken from the Ford Company over the years and explained to the foreman that he never meant to steal them and asked to be forgiven.
The foreman was so astonished and impressed by this act that he cabled Henry Ford Himself, contacting the auto magnate while he was visiting a European Ford Plant explaining the entire event in detail. Ford, immediately replied him with a striking statement:” Dam up the Detroit River, Baptize the entire Plant”!.
Today we solemnly celebrate the “Feast of the baptism of the Lord”. Till yesterday, we celebrated an “infant Jesus”. From today onwards, we celebrate an “adult Jesus”. The Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ by John the Baptist in the Jordan River is an important event in Jesus’ life with profound significance. It is highly symbolic, having deep meaning with numerous implications. All the three Evangelists of the synoptic Gospels (Mt, Mk & Lk) speak this striking event. Even though there are slight differences in their individual accounts, all of them unanimously agree that the Baptism of the Lord Jesus marks the beginning of his public ministry.
One may wonder, why did Jesus need to be baptized by John the Baptist in the first place? There are three reasons: firstly, Jesus had to show his unity and solidarity with the human race, which he came to save. He allowed himself to be numbered among sinners.
Secondly, Jesus did it to sanctify the water of Baptism, so that our sins are washed away and we come to the state of grace in order to follow him. 
Thirdly, Jesus did it to provide us with Grace. In Baptism we receive God’s grace- G R A C E-spelling…G-God’s, R-Riches—A-at—C-Christ’s’—E—Expense.
What happens in our baptism? Baptism is an initiation like any other initiation rite, whether into the Scouts or Knights of Columbus. We are tattooed, so to speak, branded or identified by God as belonging to a community of disciples. It means through this ritual we are now officially part of a people and have a new identity.
Baptism is a call to dicipleship. Baptism is an epiphany or manifestation of who we are. In Baptism we are named by God. “You are a child of God”. Discipleship is a call to take the risk of living differently.
Finally, Baptism a Commissioning: to teach, preach and heal. Have you noted all the baptized people around here? They all serve the community in several capacities.
What Baptism means for you and me is precisely what it meant for Jesus. He was beginning his public life, his mission. His Baptism is His inauguration, his rite of entrance into that mission. In the waters of Jordan he has been initiated, called, commissioned,. In the waters of Baptism, we too, have been initiated, called and commissioned.
As you dip your hand into the Baptismal font, think of your dignity, your call and Gods’ statement of your commission. “You are my beloved in whom I am well pleased”. Go, be my disciple.

