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The Marina Handbook for Mega Yachts!

This guide provides essential information and best practices for 

navigating marina operations and ensuring a smooth and enjoyable stay.
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There are different criteria and methods for rating marinas that cater to super and mega yachts, which are generally 

defined as yachts over 24 meters or 79 feet in length.

Catering to the specific needs of super and mega yachts requires marinas to offer a higher level of service, amenities, and 

infrastructure compared to those accommodating smaller vessels. To objectively assess the suitability and quality of 
marinas for these larger yachts, a comprehensive rating system is essential.

Some of the factors that are considered are:

▪ The location and accessibility of the marina, including its proximity to airports, attractions, and services.

▪ The size and capacity of the marina, including the number and length of berths, the depth of water, and the availability 
of mooring and anchoring options.

▪ The quality and range of facilities and amenities offered by the marina, such as electricity, water, fuel, waste disposal, 
security, internet, laundry, showers, restaurants, shops, etc.

▪ The level of service and professionalism of the staff and management of the marina, including their responsiveness, 
friendliness, and expertise.

▪ The price and value of the marina, including the fees, taxes, and discounts for berthing, docking, and other services.

Marina Rating Standards for Super and Mega Yachts
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a. Size, Depth and Layout:

The marina should have designated berths for super and mega yachts, offering adequate length, beam, and draft to 
accommodate these vessels safely. Additionally, the layout should be well-designed to facilitate maneuvering and 
maximize dock space utilization. Berths must accommodate super and mega yachts of varying sizes, ensuring ample 
depth to accommodate drafts associated with larger vessels.

b. Accessibility:

The marina should have sufficient water depth to accommodate the deep drafts of super and mega yachts, ensuring safe 
navigation and avoiding grounding. Additionally, access channels should be wide and clear of obstructions, allowing for 

easy entry and exit. Easy access to berths with well-maintained navigation channels and approach areas, allowing for 
safe and convenient docking.

c. Power and Utilities:

Adequate shore power connections and utilities (water, sewage pump-out, fuel stations) conveniently accessible from 
each berth.

d. Piling and mooring systems:
The marina should utilize robust and secure piling and mooring systems designed to withstand the larger size and weight 
of super and mega yachts, even in challenging weather conditions.

Berth Facilities
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a. 24/7 Security:

Continuous security presence with surveillance systems to ensure the safety of vessels, crew, 

and guests. CCTV monitoring and controlled access are must.

b. Emergency Response:
Clearly defined emergency response protocols, including access to medical facilities and 

emergency services.

c. Fire Safety:

Fire prevention and suppression systems compliant with international standards, with readily 
available firefighting equipment.

Security and Safety
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a. Concierge Services:

Dedicated concierge services to assist with guest needs, provisions, and coordination of services to assist with provisioning, transportation and local 
arrangements.

b. Crew Facilities:
Facilities and services catering to the comfort and needs of the yacht crew, including crew lounges, recreation areas, and crew transportation.

c. High-Speed Internet and Connectivity:

Reliable high-speed internet and communication services to meet the connectivity needs of guests and crew.

d. High-quality amenities: The marina should offer a range of amenities catering to the specific needs of super and mega yachts, including:

▪ Dedicated crew facilities with showers, laundry, and relaxation areas.

▪ Waste disposal and recycling facilities for various types of waste generated on board.

▪ On-site fuel bunkering services with high-quality fuel and efficient delivery.
▪ Medical assistance and emergency services readily available.

e. Maintenance and repair services: The marina should provide access to qualified technicians and workshops equipped to handle the maintenance and 

repair needs of super and mega yachts, including electrical, mechanical, and hull work.

▪ Guest services: The marina should offer facilities and services for guests, including:

▪ Luxury restaurants and bars.
▪ Swimming pools and fitness centers.

▪ Entertainment and leisure activities.

▪ Shopping and retail options.
▪ Transportation services to nearby destinations.

Amenities and Services
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a. Waste Management:

▪ Efficient waste management systems, including recycling facilities, to minimize the environmental impact.

b. Sustainablity Practices:

▪ Implementation of eco-friendly practices such as the use of renewable energy sources and eco-conscious 

construction materials.

▪ The marina should demonstrate a commitment to environmental sustainability through practices like:

▪ Utilizing renewable energy sources.

▪ Implementing water conservation measures.

▪ Minimizing waste generation and promoting recycling.

▪ Protecting marine life and ecosystems.

c. Compliance with regulations:

▪ The marina should comply with all relevant environmental regulations and standards.

Environmental Responsibility
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a. Fine Dining and Retail:

▪ On-site fine dining options, boutiques, and retail outlets for guests and crew.

b. Recreational Facilities:

▪ Recreational spaces such as gyms, spas, and leisure areas for both guests and crew.

c. Events and Activities:

▪ Organized events and activities for guests, fostering a vibrant and social atmosphere.

Dockside Entertainment and Recreation
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a. Dock Maintenance:

▪ Regular inspections and maintenance of docks, ensuring structural integrity and safety.

b. Vessel Services:

▪ Access to skilled professionals and services for yacht maintenance, repairs, and technical 
support.

Maintenance and Upkeep
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▪ Management and staff: The marina should have experienced and professional 

management and staff trained to provide excellent service and cater to the specific 

needs of super and mega yachts.

▪ Location and accessibility: The marina should be located in a desirable location 

with easy access to major navigation routes and local attractions.

▪ Reputation and reviews: The marina should have a positive reputation within the 

yachting community and receive favorable reviews from previous guests.

Additional Factors
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a. Independent Evaluation:

▪ Periodic assessments by independent maritime authorities to ensure compliance with 

international standards.

b. Certification Levels:
▪ Tiered certification levels based on the marina's adherence to the outlined standards, with 

recognition for exceptional service and amenities.

These rating standards are designed to set a high benchmark for marinas catering to super 

and mega yachts, ensuring an unparalleled experience for both owners and their discerning 
guests.

Rating and Certification
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Based on the standards, marinas can be assigned a rating on a scale, such as:

▪ 5-star: Exceeds all expectations and offers exceptional service, facilities, and amenities.

▪ 4-star: Meets all expectations and provides a high level of service and facilities.

▪ 3-star: Meets basic expectations and offers satisfactory service and facilities.
▪ 2-star: May not meet all expectations and may have limited service or facilities.

▪ 1-star: Does not meet basic expectations and is not suitable for super and mega yachts.

This rating system can provide valuable information to yacht owners and captains when 

choosing a marina for their super or mega yachts. It helps them identify marinas that meet their 
specific needs and ensure a safe and enjoyable experience for themselves and their guests.

Rating System



Belgravia Marina Rating Standards
12

Marina Checklist

This checklist is designed to help a 

billionaire yacht owner thoroughly evaluate 

a marina to ensure it meets the highest 

standards for their super or mega yacht. It 

covers essential aspects such as safety, 
services, environmental responsibility, and 

overall luxury experience.

Dowload: belgraviacollection.com/design
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Preparation and Arrival

Pre-arrival:
▪ Contact the marina: Before arrival, contact the marina to confirm your reservation, inform them of your 

vessel's size and draft, and inquire about any specific requirements or procedures.

▪ Prepare documentation: Have all necessary documentation readily available, including registration, 
insurance, and crew list.

▪ Check weather conditions: Monitor weather forecasts and plan your arrival accordingly.
▪ Provision the vessel: Ensure your vessel is adequately stocked with provisions and supplies for your 

intended stay.

Upon arrival:
▪ Follow instructions: Pay close attention to instructions from marina personnel regarding approach, 

docking, and line handling.

▪ Secure the vessel: Once docked, tie up securely using proper lines and fenders to prevent damage to 
your vessel or neighboring vessels.

▪ Check-in with the marina office: Complete all necessary registration and payment procedures at the 
marina office.
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Mooring and Dockage

Mooring options:
▪ Med-mooring: This method involves attaching the vessel's bow lines to the dock and the stern 

lines to shore anchors or pilings.

▪ Stern-to mooring: This method involves attaching the vessel's stern lines to the dock and the 

bow lines to shore anchors or pilings.

▪ Rafted mooring: In some cases, mega yachts may be required to raft alongside other vessels 

to maximize space.

Dockage regulations:
▪ Observe speed limits: All marinas have posted speed limits. Adhere to these limits for the 

safety of others and to prevent damage.

▪ Maintain clean lines: Ensure your mooring lines are free of debris and knots that could 

weaken them.

▪ Be mindful of noise: Respect fellow marina users by minimizing noise pollution, especially 

during late-night hours.
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Safety and Emergency Procedures

▪ Be prepared: Familiarize yourself with the marina's emergency procedures and 

ensure your crew knows what to do in case of an emergency.

▪ Life jackets: Ensure all crew members have access to life jackets and know how to 

use them properly.

▪ Fire extinguishers: Locate and familiarize yourself with the location of fire 
extinguishers onboard and throughout the marina.

▪ First aid: Have a well-stocked first-aid kit readily available onboard.

▪ Report incidents: Report any incidents or accidents to the marina staff immediately.
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Respect and Environmental Awareness

▪ Be a responsible guest: Respect the marina's rules and regulations, 

and be mindful of other users.

▪ Conserve resources: Use water and electricity sparingly, and dispose 
of waste responsibly.

▪ Protect the environment: Avoid polluting the water by using 
environmentally friendly cleaning products and practices.

▪ Report spills: Report any spills or environmental hazards to the 
marina staff immediately.
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Mooring and securing boats: This is the primary function of a berth. It provides a 

stable and secure location for boats to be moored when not in use. This is crucial for 

protecting the boat from damage due to wind, waves, and other currents.

Berths at marinas serve several important purposes (1/6)
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Facilitating access to boats: Berths are typically equipped with docks and 

walkways that allow for easy access to boats. This makes it easy for boat owners 

to board and disembark, as well as to load and unload gear and supplies.

Belgravia Marina Rating Standards

Berths at marinas serve several important purposes (2/6)
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Providing amenities and services: Many marinas offer a range of amenities and 

services for boat owners, including restrooms, showers, laundry facilities, pump-out 

stations, and fuel docks. These amenities can make it more convenient and enjoyable 

to own and operate a boat.

Belgravia Marina Rating Standards

Berths at marinas serve several important purposes (3/6)
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Promoting the boating lifestyle: Marinas play a vital role in supporting the boating 

lifestyle. They provide a place for boat owners to gather, socialize, and share their 

passion for boating. This can help to create a sense of community and belonging 

among boat owners.
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Berths at marinas serve several important purposes (4/6)
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Generating revenue: Marinas generate revenue through the sale of berths, as well 

as through the provision of amenities and services. This revenue can be used to 

maintain and improve the marina, as well as to support other businesses in the local 

community.
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Berths at marinas serve several important purposes (5/6)
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In addition to these primary purposes, berths at marinas can also be used for a variety of 

other purposes, such as:

▪ Storing boats: Some marinas offer dry storage for boats, which is a great option for boat 

owners who do not have the space to store their boat at home.
▪ Hosting events: Marinas are often a popular venue for events such as weddings, parties, 

and corporate functions.

▪ Providing public access to the water: Some marinas offer public access to the water 

through the use of docks, boat ramps, and other facilities.

Overall, berths at marinas play an important role in supporting the boating industry and 

providing a safe and enjoyable place for boat owners to enjoy their pastime.
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Berths at marinas serve several important purposes (6/6)
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Enjoy Your Stay!

Make the most of your stay at the marina by exploring the surrounding area, 

participating in local activities, and enjoying the amenities offered by the marina.
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