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Please join us for a roundtable discussion led by Worshipful Master Allen Levy on the topic of Masonry Outside of the 
Lodge. If you read this month’s Light from the East, you will know that this is a topic that Allen is greatly interested in 
discussing and he would like to hear from other Brothers to get their perspective on how the teachings of Masonry has 
infl uenced their lives outside the walls of the Lodge.

The format of this discussion will be very open and informal to ensure that everyone and anyone will be comfortable with 
contributing their thoughts. How has Masonry contributed to making you a better man, how have you used something 
learned from Masonry in your regular life, and what being a Mason means to you.

This will be an enlightening and thought-provoking evening in our brotherhood. Please RSVP to: secretary@sgbf45.org or 
respond to the Evite when you receive it.

M A R C H  S T A T E D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N

Masonry Outside of the Lodge
A Roundtable Discussion

When:   Tuesday, March 14th
Where:  Takoma Masonic Center

Dinner:    6:30 pm
Meeting:  7:30 pm
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Masonry instills in its members.  And I thought about 

how that characteristic should affect the way Masons 

conduct themselves outside the Lodge, in the world 

of the “profane”. 

In my view, there should be no difference, of course.  

We should extend Brotherhood to all, not just our 

Brothers.

As a Mason, this is something I think about a lot, 

and I want to know what you think.  That is why I 

would like to conduct a roundtable discussion about 

how we apply what we learn as Masons outside the 

walls of the Lodge.  I hope you’ll join us at our next 

Stated Communication as we dive into this topic.  I’m 

hoping that hearing the perspective of our Brothers 

will expand our appreciation of these core concepts 

of Masonry.
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Light From the East
WM Allen Levy 2023

I had attended the Grand Lodge Leadership 

Conference these past two summers in preparation 

for assuming the East.  During last year’s conference, 

I attended a session titled “The Masonic Ethos - A 

Mirror Into our Souls”.  It was an interactive session, 

and we were put into groups and asked to come up 

with responses to several topics related to Masonry 

and how it infl uences a man’s character.  That session 

left an impression on me and made me think about 

how Masonry has infl uenced my character.  

As I mentioned in January’s Bulletin, one of the 

overall aspects of Masonry I most appreciate is the 

concept that within the walls of a Lodge we are all 

Brothers, despite any differences we may have.  I 

thought about that concept during that conference 

session.  What about outside the walls of the Lodge?

  

Brotherhood is one of the main characteristics that Allen

Bernice Leah Dekelbaum
I wanted to take a moment to acknowledge a terrible omission from our recent editions of 

the Samuel Gompers-Benjamin Franklin Bulletin.

Bernice Dekelbaum passed away on December 11, 2022.  I want to 
express the Lodge’s condolences and apologize for not recognizing her 
and her loved ones in the Bulletins issued since her passing, especially 
our newly appointed Junior Steward Steven Dekelbaum.  Bernice was 
Steve’s mother and the wife of Brother Jacob Dekelbaum.

The Dekelbaum immediate and extended family have had a long-
standing history and important impact on our lodge.  I was particularly 
moved to learn from Jacob how he knew my grandfather, Morris Levy, 
and how Masonry has been intertwined in our families for many years.

May Brinnie’s memory comfort the Dekelbaum family during this time of mourning.
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On Monday, February 20, 2023, the city of Old Town Alexandria, Virginia hosted a 
parade in honor of George Washington’s 291st birthday, which included Brothers 
representing Grand Masonic Lodges from all over the United States, including the 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia. 

The 2023 George Washington Birthday Parade
By Allen Levy

(alexandriava.gov Facebook)

It was also a day that the George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association celebrated the 100th anniversary of the laying 
of the cornerstone of the monument that is so prominent in the skyline of Old Town Alexandria.  � e rededication ceremony included 
a reenactment of the laying of the cornerstone



Finally, from the City of Alexandria Facebook page, see if you 
can � nd your WM, looking overjoyed to be in my � rst parade.
(I swear I was smiling every moment before this 
picture was taken)
(alexandriava.gov Facebook)
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(Screen captures from the  livestreamed event courtesy of the 
George Washington National Memorial Association)

Hal Henig and I were there.  � is is us at the staging area before 
the parade

WM Allen Levy with the Standard Bearer




