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Basic Information 
 
This is a hybrid asynchronous (video tutorials) and synchronous (live with instructor 
course) 
 
Cost: $100 for members of the Center for Prophetic Imagination and 

$200.00 for non-members 
 
Time:   Three live sessions that will be recorded 

Tuesday, October 4, 10-11 a.m. EST 
   Tuesday, October 18, 10-11 a.m. EST 
   Tuesday, October 31, 10-11 a.m. EST 
   A one-hour individual session with instructor (Time TBD) 
    
   Three recorded sessions released  
   Monday, October 10, October 24, November 7 
 
Place:  Live sessions on Zoom and recordings on YouTube 
Instructor: Dr. Conrad L. Kanagy, Professor of Sociology, Etown College 
Phone:    717-669-0074  
Email:   Kanagy.conrad@gmail.com 
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Required texts 
 
Buechner, Frederick. The Sacred Journey: A Memoir of Early Years. New York: Harper 
Collins, 1982. 
 
Kanagy, Conrad L. In A Church Dismantled, One Pilgrim’s Journey: Finding My Way 
Home in the Dark. PA: Masthof Press, 2021. 
 
Kanagy, Conrad L. and Donald B. Kraybill. The Riddles of Human Society. California: 
Pine Forge Press, 1999 (excerpts will be distributed). 
 
Pipher, Mary. Women Rowing North: Navigating Life’s Currents and Flourishing As We 
Age. U.S.: Bloomsburg Publishers, 2019. 
 
Course Goal 
 
To discover who we are and who we’ve been by digger deeper and looking backward, 
coming to understand that what we’ve thought to be true about ourselves and our lives is 
only part of what is real and true. By digging into the depths we discover joy and pain 
that we had forgotten, denied, or moved beyond. But there is wisdom and understanding 
to be gained in the rediscovery and the “re-storying.” 

 
Author biography: Conrad has been teaching sociology at Elizabethtown College 
for nearly three decades and has served as a pastor across twenty years. Four 
years ago he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease at the age of 52 years. 
Building upon his personal experience, he developed a course on aging and 
spirituality and “re”generation along with his colleague Dr.Tamera Humbert, 
Professor of Occupational Therapy at Elizabethtown College. 

 
In addition, he is a seasoned and successful podcaster, who over the past year 
created a podcast entitled “A Church Dismantled” for which he has produced 
nearly 300 episodes, now downloaded nearly 70,000 times in 102 countries and 
more than 200 cities. His podcast is available on Apple Podcasts, Spotify, and 
most podcast platforms. 
 
He is the biographer of theologian Walter Brueggemann (Forthcoming by Fortress 
Press, 2023).  

 
Participant Learning Outcomes 

 
1. Identify frames, lenses, and typologies by which to see and understand one’s life 

story. These will be of a sociological nature that the instructor has a long history of 
utilizing with students in the classroom, author workshops, and in writing his own 
memoirs. 

2. Discover in greater depth the qualities of one’s personality by engaging with the 
Enneagram and integrating it with one’s life story. 
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3. Reflect on how one has been both a product and a producer of one’s social, cultural, 
religious worlds, and the degree to which renovation of one’s self and world is still 
important at this season of life. 

4. Write one’s story, identifying the landscape that one has traveled, the landmarks that 
have been important, the choices or pivots one has made at key intersections, and the 
difference that these choices have made for one’s self and others. 

5. Share one’s story with the other participants and identify one avenue by which that 
story is shared with a larger audience (e.g. podcast, blog). 

 
Class Components 
 
Each class period will include a reading assignment, a presentation of content by the 
instructor, small and large group learning exercises, multi-media content, and workshop 
space for participants to write and that will include individual coaching time with the 
instructor. 

 
Course Topics (To be continually updated) 

 

“Listening for My Story” 

“Mapping My Life” 

“Writing My Story” 

 “The Self in Society” 

“Discovering the Wisdom within My Story” 

“Applying that Wisdom to My Life” 

“Refining and Completing My Story” 

“Broadcasting and Celebrating My Story” 
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