
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Sunday after Christmas 
The Rite of Holy Baptism 

A Liturgy of Lessons and Carols 

 
December 31, 2023 

10am 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Saint James Lutheran Church 
104 Union Street South 

PO Box 684 
Concord, North Carolina 28206 

(704)  786 – 0166 



ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lectors/Intercessors: Elizabeth Hurley, Kim Miller, Margaret Garrison,  
Nick Lovelace, Ann Blackwelder, Pastor Bill Ridenhour, Scott Foppiano,  

Frank Irvin, Joshua Rinker 
Acolyte/Crucifer: Joshua Rinker 

Ushers: Wendell Overby, Frank Irvin, Tony 
Folino, Nick Lovelace, and Jason Pittard 

Videographer: Chris Miller 
Greeter: Ann Blackwelder 

 

 

THE ALTAR FLOWERS … 
are given to the Glory of God by Janell Eng, Kelley Carpenter, 
and Kim Haberman in honor of Pastor Bill Ridenhour and the 

families of St. James Lutheran Church. 
 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions / Receipts for December 24, 2023 - $7,704.28 

($7,371.00 needed weekly) 
In-Person Attendance 

10 a.m. – 114  /  9:00 p.m. – 164    (Total 2 Services – 278) 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Patsy Black 
Tom Grady 

Linda and Paul Jones (family members of Barbara &amp; Dale Merrell) 

Jerry Kiser (nephew of the Marlows) 

Tom Ridenhour 

Noah, Eddie, Amy Clifton and Robert and Debbie Davis 
 

 
Please note….Church Office will be closed 

Monday, January 1, 2024 

 
 

St. James Lutheran Church Staff 
 
 
 

Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Senior Pastor 
prbill@sjnc.net 

 
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator 

jill@sjnc.net  
 

Scott F. Foppiano, Organist and Director of Music 
scottfop@gmail.com 

 
Debbie Wilkinson, Interim Parish Administrator 

info@sjnc.net  
 

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator 
Krad3700@gmail.com  

 
Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian 

Tfh1990@yahoo.com  
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Invitation to Feed your Neighbor 
            St. James is invited to feed our neighbors dinner at the new 
Salvation Army Center located at 45 Ashlyn Drive, SE (the corner of 
Ashlyn Drive SE and Patterson Ave SE) in Concord during the week of 
January 21-27. 
            Please consider providing a meal for roughly 35 individuals.  There 
are no restrictions as to cuisine or style.  Join up with a friend or two or 
three or four and share the load.  Please deliver your meal to the center at 
5pm. 
            Can’t cook?  Buying dinner also feeds your neighbor. 
            Please contact Chip Popovici (484-772-5963) with any questions 
and to sign up AND look for Chip at the lectern at the beginning of 
worship on January 7th to learn more. 

 
Attention all Lectors and potential new Lectors: 

As we enter the new year, we will also enter a new year of 
rescheduling and updated catechization of all our faithful Lectors. 

Immediately after Christmas, please watch your bulletins and 
Ring Out for the scheduling of two upcoming training sessions for 

all veteran and new Lectors. Scheduling will begin as training is 
completed, and all are requested to attend one of the sessions to 
assure your place in the upcoming Lector scheduling. Thank you 

and please watch and listen for further information. 
 

Sign-Up Sheets for Communion Assistants and Videographers 
Are located on the board in the Portico Area – if you are interested in serving in one or 

both of these ministry areas – please sign up or call the church office. 
 

Offering Envelopes 
Offering Envelopes are available on the table outside of the Parlor – or if 
you would like to have yours mailed – please contact Jill in the church 

office… jill@sjnc.net or 704-786-0166. 
 
 

 
 
 

THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM 
With 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 
 
THE ORGAN VOLUNTARY Greensleeves 
 
 

 
 

 
THE INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

THE RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM 
 
P In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death 

by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are 
born children of a sinful humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn 
children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we 
are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we live with 
him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of 
God. 

 
The sponsor(s) / parents present the child for baptism. 

 



R I present Keagan Mishail Miller to receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 
 

The minister addresses the sponsor(s) / parents. 
 

P In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should, 
therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of God's house, and teach him the 
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As he grows in years, 
you should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for his 
instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of his Baptism 
and in communion with the Church, he may lead a godly life until the day of 
Jesus Christ. 

 
Do you promise to fulfill these obligations? 

R I do. 
 

The prayers are said. 
 

P Let us pray for he who is about to be baptized and for all the baptized 
everywhere:  

 
P That Keagan and all the baptized may be redeemed from all evil and rescued 

from the way of sin and death: Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P That the Holy Spirit may open their hearts to your grace and truth: Lord, in 

your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P That they may be kept in the faith and communion of your holy Church: Lord, 

in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P That they may be sent into the world in witness to your love: Lord, in your 

mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P That they may be brought to the fullness of your peace and glory: Lord, in your 

mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

THE BLESSING 
P Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 

fill you with peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine nature; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 
amongst you and remain with you always. 

 
 
A CAROL 

 
 
Organ Voluntary In Thee is Joy 
 
 



A CAROL 

 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored the 

dignity of human nature. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of Jesus 
Christ who came to share our humanity, and who now lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
 

C Amen 
 

The minister begins the Thanksgiving. 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the 

beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth. 
By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things. 

 
By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom 
you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and 
fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In 
the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has 
set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the 
joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of 
cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that he who is here baptized may be given new 
life. Wash away the sin of he who is cleansed by this water and bring him forth 
as an inheritor of your glorious kingdom. 

 
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  

C Amen 
 

The minister addresses the baptismal group and congregation. 
 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 

 



P Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 
R I do. 
 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.*  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

The child is baptized. 
 
P Keagan Mishail Miller, is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

The minister lays hands on the head of the child and prays for the Holy Spirit: 
 
P God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing 
 

THE NINTH LESSON: John 1:1-14 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to 
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world.  
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 
of man, but of God.  
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  
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your sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a 
new life through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Keagan 
Mishail Miller: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 
your presence.  

C Amen 
 

The Confirmation with Anointing of Oil. 
 
P Keagan Mishail Miller, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
 
 

A lighted candle is given to the parents on behalf of the child. 
 
A Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

The minister prays for the parents. 
 
P O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of 

this children. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make them 
teachers and examples of righteousness for their child. Strengthen them in 
their own Baptism so they may share eternally with their child the salvation 
you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C Amen 
 

The congregation welcomes the newly baptized. 
 
P Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member of the priesthood 

we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear 
his creative and redeeming Word to all the world. 

C We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as fellow 
members of the body of Christ, children of the same heavenly Father, 
and workers with us in the kingdom of God. 

 



All the assembled exchange the peace. 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

All return to their places as the congregation sings a hymn. 
 
 

 
 

 
The Service continue with a Liturgy of Lessons and Carols. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE EIGHTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-12 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet:  
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’  
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SEVENTH LESSON: Luke 2:8-16 
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, ‘Do not 
be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you 
is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will 
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying,  
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’  
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
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THE BIDDING PRAYER 
P Beloved in Christ, be it our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again 

the message of the angels, in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and 
see this thing which is come to pass, and with the shepherds and the wise men 
adore the child lying in his mother’s arms. 
 
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God 
from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought 
us by this Holy Child and let us make this Church glad with our carols of 
praise:  
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace on earth and 
goodwill overall the earth; for unity and fellowship within the Church he came 
to build and especially within our city, state and country. 
 
And because it would rejoice his heart, let us remember at this time the poor 
and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body and 
in mind and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the 
little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus. 
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon 
another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord 
Jesus we forevermore are one. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the 
words which Christ himself hath taught us: 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  



on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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THE SIXTH LESSON: Luke 2:1-7 
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
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THE FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3:8-19 
8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the 
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man, and 
said to him, ‘Where are you?’ 10He said, ‘I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.’ 11He said, ‘Who told you that you 
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?’ 
12The man said, ‘The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the 
tree, and I ate.’ 13Then the Lord God said to the woman, ‘What is this that you have 
done?’ The woman said, ‘The serpent tricked me, and I ate.’ 14The Lord God said to the 
serpent, 
‘Because you have done this, 
   cursed are you among all animals 
   and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
   and dust you shall eat 
   all the days of your life.  
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
   and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
   and you will strike his heel.’  
16To the woman he said, 
‘I will greatly increase your pangs in childbearing; 
   in pain you shall bring forth children, 
yet your desire shall be for your husband, 
   and he shall rule over you.’  
17And to the man he said, 
‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, 
   and have eaten of the tree 
about which I commanded you, 
   “You shall not eat of it”, 
cursed is the ground because of you; 
   in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
   and you shall eat the plants of the field.  
19 By the sweat of your face 



   you shall eat bread 
until you return to the ground, 
   for out of it you were taken; 
you are dust, 
   and to dust you shall return.’ 
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THE FIFTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-35; 38 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, 
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 
35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God.  
38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
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THE SECOND LESSON: Genesis 22:15-18 
15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and said, ‘By 

myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your 

son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as 

the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess 

the gate of their enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain 

blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’ 
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THE THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness— on them light has shined.  
 
6 For a child has been born for us,  a son given to us; authority rests upon his 
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onwards and for evermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
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THE FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-9 
A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear;  
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  
 
6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
9 They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea.  
 
 
 
 


