ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor: Kim Haberman
Communion Assistant: Elizabeth Hurley
Ushers: Wendell Overby, Frank Irvin,
Tony Folino, Nick Lovelace, Jason Pittard

Greeter: Samantha Hillegass
Building Supervisor: Wendell Overby

PRAYER LIST
Paul Auten (friend of Robert & Debbie Davis), Joyce Beaty (friend of the Marlow’s); Family of
Michael Black (nephew of Patsy Black); Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert &
Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); Karey Conrad (friend of Dee
Pieschel); Catherine Durst (Daughter of Anne & Dee Hodges); Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee
Pieschel); Anne Fridlund; Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); Tim Gibson (friend of Deb Black); Tom
Grady; Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); Patricia Mahoney (sister-in-law of Joan Mahoney);
Annaleah, Michael, & Preston Morrow (friends of Shannon Nesbit); Stan Parnell (friend of Robert
Davis); Jan Phillips (family of Brownie Brown); Al Pieschel; Tom Ridenhour; Geoff & Pam Seige
(friends of Robert & Debbie Davis).

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Children and Volunteers... Please save the dates: July 20 - 22, 2025 for Vacation Bible
School. All volunteers will be required to have a current Safe Gatherings background
check. Please contact holly@sjnc.net for instructions.

DEADLINE APPROACH ING — COOK SCHOLARSHIP
Attention Students!
In 1968, John M. Cook, Jr. established an endowment to assist college and graduate students who
are members of St. James Lutheran Church by helping with their tuition expenses.
The Cook Trust Fund Committee is now accepting applications for the 2025/2026 academic
school year.
Interested applicants can email holly@sjnc.net for an application. Please confirm if you are a
first-time or returning applicant so you will receive the appropriate forms.
Hard copies are also available for pickup in the office.
** Earlier deadline this year - MAY 11, 2025 **

Meal Train Opportunity
The Meal Train for Jay Clemmer has been adjusted to one meal weekly on Mondays.

If you can assist with these efforts, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/JCMealTrain

The Third Sunday of Easter
May 4, 2025

The Holy Communion
Holy Baptism
10:00am

St. James Lutheran Church
104 Union Street South
PO Box 684
Concord, North Carolina 28026
~04-786-0166
www.sjnc.net
Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor
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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next to you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.

COPYRIGHT:

Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Licenses SAS-002140,
SB177826

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! Text © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Music © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admi. Augsburg Fortress. Used
by Permission Augsburg Fortress License SB177826. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002.
Borning Cry Text and music © 1985 John C. Ylvisaker. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-

735002.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

May 4 — Thomas Baker, Deedee Gilbert, John Kuly, Trent Propst
May 5 — Julie Burroughs, Sarah Propst

May 6 — Bryson Ziegler

May 7 — Malinda Allison

May 8 — Pat McDonough

May 9 — Anne Readling

May 10 — Joshua Rinker

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 4 9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:00am Parish Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship

Monday, May 5 10:30am Quilting
6:30pm Scouts

Tuesday, May 6 10:30am Mary Magdalene Circle
6:00pm Executive Committee

Thursday, May 8 5:30pm Handbells
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, May 11 9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:00am Parish Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship

Cook Scholarship Deadline!
St. James seeking a Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries

This new position, which will focus on leading and growing our youth program, came out
of the conversations during last fall's stewardship meetings. We invite you to learn more
about the position on our website and help us spread the word.

To assist in your offering:




St James Lutheran Church:
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
HOLY BAPTISM

This morning, St. James rejoices with Brian and Sydnee Mostek
at the baptims of their sons, Brian and Henry.

Welcome

Prelude

Priere (from Suite Gothique) Boéllmann

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!

No harmony graphic is available.
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
THE HYMN OF PRAISE
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

P O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world, rescuing
us from the hopelessness of death. Grant your faithful people a share in the joys
that are eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please sit.

THE FIRST READING: Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]
'Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went
to the high priest >and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if
he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound
to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a
light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying
to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The
reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ¢ But get up and enter the city, and

you will be told what you are to do.”



A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING: Revelation 5:11-14
"Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, ™ singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honor and glory and blessing!”
3Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honor and glory and might

forever and ever!”
4 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!”
A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 21% chapter.
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And the elders fell down and worshiped.

! After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again
to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2 Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3 Simon Peter said to
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that
it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, “No.” ® He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and
you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because
there were so many fish. 7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he
was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred
yards off.

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and
bread. '° Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” " So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-
three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. *Jesus said to
them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who
are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 3Jesus came and took the bread and
gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 4 This was now the third time that
Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

> When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love
you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” *® A second time he said to him, “Simon son
of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” '7 He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do
you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?”
And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said
to him, “Feed my sheep. *® Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you
where you do not wish to go.” % (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Please sit.

The minister addresses the baptismal group and the congregation.

In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death
by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
born children of a sinful humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn
children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we
are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we live with

him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of
God.

A parent/sponsor for each candidate presents the candidate:

[/We present Brian Michael and Henry Robert to receive the Sacrament of Holy

Baptism.

The minister addresses the sponsors and parents.

P In Christian love you have presented your children for Holy Baptism. You
should, therefore, faithfully bring them to the services of God's house, and
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As they
grow in years, you should place in their hands the Holy Scriptures and provide
for their instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of their
Baptism and in communion with the Church, they may lead godly lives until
the day of Jesus Christ.

Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?

R I do.

Please Stand.

The Prayers are offerred.

A Let us pray for Brian and Henry, about to be baptized, and for all the baptized
everywhere:

A That they may be redeemed from all evil and rescued from the way of sin and
death: Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A That the Holy Spirit may open their hearts to your grace and truth: Lord, in
your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A That they may be kept in the faith and communion of your holy Church: Lord,
in your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A That they may be sent into the world in witness to your love: Lord, in your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

A That they may be brought to the fullness of your peace and glory: Lord, in your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.
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Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

The minister begins the thanksgiving.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the
beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth.
By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom
you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and
fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In
the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has
set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the
joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of
cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given
new life. Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and
bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen

The minister addresses the baptismal group and the congregation.
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[ ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the Church, the faith in which we baptize.

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?
I do.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

The minister baptizes each candidate.

[Name] is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen

Please Sit.
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The minister lays both hands on the head of each of the baptized
and prays for the Holy Spirit (Confirmation).

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your

sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life

through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon [name]: the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.

Amen

The minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized.

[Name], child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with

the cross of Christ forever.
A lighted candle may be given to each of the baptized:

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of
these children. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make
them teachers and examples of righteousness for their children. Strengthen

them in their own Baptism so they may share eternally with their children the

salvation you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Please Stand.

A

Through Baptism God has made these new brothers members of the

priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God

and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the world.

We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as fellow
members of the body of Christ, children of the same heavenly Father,
and workers with us in the kingdom of God.

P The Peace of the Lord be with you always
C And also with you.

Please sit.
THE ANTHEM With a Voice of Singing Martin Shaw
With a voice of singing declare ye this,
and let it be heard, Alleluia.
Utter it even unto the ends of the earth.
The Lord hath delivered his people.
O be joyful in God, all ye lands,
O sing praises to the honor of his name,
Make his praise to be glorious.
THE OFFERING
Please stand.
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pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray.
A Blessed are you,
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

-1
P2

THE COMMUNION RITE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
p Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give him thanks and praise.
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.
But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord;
for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by
his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring light from
darkness, life from death, speech from silence. We worship you for our lives
and for the world you give us. We thank you for the new world to come and
for the love that will rule all in all.

We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the people of your
promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the memory of
the fathers, the homecoming from exile, and the prophets' words that will not
be in vain. In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled
and will fulfill all your promises.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.



Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incarnation of
your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made with us. We remember
the sacrifice of his life: his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance
of death. But chiefly on this day we remember his rising from the tomb, his
ascension to the seat of power, and his sending of the holy and life-giving
Spirit. We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come again
in beauty and power to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this bread
and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may enter the
fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and may receive our inheritance with all
your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes
as victorious Lord of all.
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Through him, with him, in him, in the u-ni- ty
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P
C

Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
Please sit.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Q:

A
Q:
A:

What is the Sacrament of the Altar?

Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.
What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?

We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
salvation.



-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. Please come by way of the center aisle

and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an

usher or fellow worshiper will help you. At one time we too were confused. For those

unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available. If you are unable to come to

the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat. Please advise an usher.

Please stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

p The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
C Amen

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P Let us pray,

p We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

Silence for reflection.

THE BENEDICTION

P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen

THE SENDING HYMN: Blessing and Honor (#525 green LBW for harmony.)
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1 Bless - ing and hon - or and glo - ry and pow,
2 Let all the heav - ens re - sound with his name;
3 Ev - er as cend - ing the song and the joy,
4 Give we the glo - ry and praise to  the Lamb!
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wis - dom and rich - es and strength ev - er - more,
let all  the earth sing  his glo - ry and fame.
ev - er de scend - ing the love from on high;
Take we the robe and the harp and the  psalm;
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of - fer to him who our bat - tle has won,
O - cean and moun - tain, stream, for - est, and flow’r
bless - ing and hon - or and glo - ry and  praise—
sing we the song of the Lamb who was slain,
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whose are the king - dom, the crown, and the throne;
ech - o  his prais - es and tell of his pow’r;
this is  the theme of the hymns that we nraise;
dy - ing in weak - ness and ris - ing to  reign;
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whose are the king - dom, the crown, and the throne!
ech - o  his prais - es and tell of his pow’r.
this is  the theme of the hymns that we raise.
dy - ing in weak - ness and ris - ing to  reign!
THE DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude




