ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor: Christine Ruff
Communion Assistant: Samantha Hillegass
Ushers: Michael Rinker, Ashley Cline,
Jeft Koenig, Barbara Albright
Greeter: Judy Benz
Building Supervisor: Mike Rinker

PRAYER LIST
Cecil Berry (friend of Gretchen Walker); Family of Michael Black (nephew of Patsy Black); Patsy
Black; Caroline Bost; Patrick Bryn (son of Kirby & Sondra Bryn); Angie Buchanan; Mike &
Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert & Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Karey Conrad (friend of Dee
Pieschel); Jennifer Cook (friend of Fonda Shumate); Catherine Durst (daughter of Anne & Dee
Hodges); Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); Jeff
Gilbert; Tom Grady; Harriett Huss Hodge; Maureen Hollmeyer; Mary Frances Johnson (cousin
of Francie Davis); Karen Johnston (friend of Judy Benz); Ruth Lawler (friend of Dee & Al
Pieschel); John Ledford (brother of Deb Black); Barbara Merrell; Deb & Roger Myers (friends of
Deb Black); Dave Olsen (friend of Patsy Black); Stan Parnell (friend of Rob & Debbie Davis);
Becky Phillips; Al Pieschel; Lori Pittard; Tom Ridenhour.

ALTAR FLOWERS
The altar flowers for today are given to the Glory of God in memory of Stan and Anne
Fridlund by Rob & Debbie Davis.

To assist in your offering
Secure Online Giving

Open Camera - Scan QR Code
Thank you for supporting St. James!

The Transfiguration of our Lord
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany
February 15, 2026

The Holy Communion
10:00am
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St. James Lutheran Church
104 Union Street South
PO Box 684
Concord, North Carolina 28026
704-786-0166
www.sjnc.net
Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor


http://www.sjnc.net/

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next to you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.

Let us know you visited!
R

Scan to connect!

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
Feb. 15 - Lori Pittard
Feb. 16 - Stephanie Matthews
Feb. 17 — Jason Matthews, Elias Rutemiller
Feb. 18 — Mark Hartman, Jodi Ramirez
Feb. 20 - Cindy Korinko

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, Feb. 15 9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:00am Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Congregational Meeting
Mon., Feb. 16 10:30am Quilting
Wed.,, Feb. 18 12:00pm Spoken Liturgy
7:00pm Ash Wednesday Service
Thurs., Feb. 19 6:30pm Choir
Sat., Feb. 21 8:30am Lean’s Hope Trailer
10:00am Meal Packing with Lifeline, Volunteers Needed!
Sunday, Feb. 22 9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:00am Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Social Ministry (Parlor)
11:00am Lenten Family Event

MEAL PACKING SATURDAY FEB. 21
Join us on Saturday, February 21st, at 10:00am at Gibson Mill for a morning of service with
Lifeline Christian Mission.

We're looking for 60 volunteers to pack meals at various stations. The event will run from
10:00am to noon and all supplies including hairnets, gloves, and guidance are provided.

With your help, we expect to pack 10,800 meals for those in need! Scan to sign up!




St James Lutheran Church:
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Welcome

Prelude Aira for Timpani and Organ Estes

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #315 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Please see next page.

Hymn harmonies, when not published, may be found in the green LBW hymnal.
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING s — .
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the B S e e e s s o
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Holy Spirit ]?e with you all inthe glo - ry of God the Fa-ther. A - men
C And also with you.
THE HYMN OF PRAISE THE PRAYER OF THE DAY
" P The Lord be with you
e m—— = e e e —— E— C And also with you.
Y | — . e P O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the
Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to his peo-ple on earth. faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud
n. you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us with the king heirs
A7 ] P s e . th’ P —— = It of your glory, anfi bring us to enjoy its fullness{ t.hrough Jesus Christ our Lord,
S B I I ! ' I who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Lord God, heav - en - ly king, al- might-y God and Fa - ther: C Amen.
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We wor- ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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— THE FIRST READING: Exodus 24:12-18
Lord Je-sus Christ, on-1ly Son of theFa- ther, Lord God, Lambof God: The Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I
ne. , , will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have
I I . — - T . ; . .. . , . . .
?,V@#?—p— ] ' e Pty = written for their instruction.” 3 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses
o v © ’ went up into the mountain of God. *# To the elders he had said, ‘Wait here for us, until
You take a-way the sin of theworld; have mer - ¢y on wus. . . .
we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go
ﬁﬁ — T ! h/ — ! ¥ { to them. .
@Lt‘_d_d__td_r_F:H_m_d - = 5 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the
Q) - . 16 . . .
You areseat- ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re- ceive our prayer. mountain. The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for
six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 7 Now the
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,Q ﬁﬁ — — — — — . appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the
'\3 e e s s B L e i < mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. ®® Moses entered the cloud, and went up
For you a-lone arethe Ho- Iy One, you a-lone are the Lord, on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.
0= i — — A The Word of the Lord.
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je- sus Christ, with the Ho- ly Spir-it,



THE SECOND READING: II Peter 1:16-21

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his
majesty. '7 For he received honour and glory from God the Father when that voice was
conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, my Beloved, with

whom I am well pleased.” *® We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we

were with him on the holy mountain.

9 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to
be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. 2° First of all you must understand this, that no
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, * because no prophecy

ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from
God.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 17t" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and
led them up a high mountain, by themselves. > And he was transfigured before them,
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. 3Suddenly

there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to Jesus,
‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him! ¢ When the disciples heard this,
they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched
them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.” # And when they looked up, they saw no
one except Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.’

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit.
THE SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #518 Beautiful Savior
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THE APOSTLES' CREED
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

J

creator of heaven and earth.

and born of the virgin Mary.
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son of God and Son of Man!
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He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please kneel or sit as able.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A

Let us pray that the light of Christ may shine upon the Church, the world, and
all people according to their need.

A brief'silence

Holy Lord, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us! In the
transfiguration of Jesus, we see your glory. And we see what everyone joined to
Jesus will be like. Thank you for this “double vision.” Thank you for showing us
that Jesus truly is all in all. Thank you for his suffering and death, which
transfigures our own. Thank you for the vision of his glory, which he lovingly
pours upon all who cling to him in faith. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Transfigure your Church. Make it a lamp, radiating Jesus’ light and life. Make it
a place where sinful mortals eat and drink in your presence, and live. Make it a
place where cleverly devised myths are confounded by the glorious truth of the
Gospel. Make it a place where all are fashioned into the image and likeness of
Jesus our Lord. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.



Transfigure this congregation: Make our every word and action like clear
crystal, through which the radiance of Jesus’ love shines unimpeded upon
everyone we meet. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Transfigure this death-shadowed world, its people, and its leaders. Enlighten
minds to seek your truth, and purify hearts to delight in doing your will. Turn
us from being enemies of you, of one another, and of our own eternal good.
Transfigure us into your loyal subjects, sisters and brothers to one another,
wise stewards of creation, and lovers of your Beloved. Lord, in your

mercy, hear our prayer.

Transfigure the lives of all who sit in the shadows of suffering and sorrow. Let
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, rise upon them with healing in his wings. Let
sorrow be turned to joy; fear into hope; and despair into faith in your love.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, we bless you because you have
transfigured the death of your faithful servants. You have turned their death
into life, their sin and pain into holy health, and their limitations into delight
in your infinite goodness. We humbly beseech you: transfigure each of us into
Jesus’ image. Even now, make him our all in all. Speed the day when we gaze
into the faces of your redeemed people, and see Jesus smiling back at us
forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

Please sit.

THE ANTHEM O God, When Thou Appearest W. A. Mozart

O God, Lord God, when thou appearest, darkness flies.
Thy light and thy glory shine forth on the earth,
and thou art exalted, O Lord, above all gods.

We worship thy glorious name, O Lord God Almighty.

Thou only art my rock and my salvation,
and my defense and I shall not be moved.
Thou art my salvation and my glory,
my refuge, the rock of my strength.

O Lord of all power and might.

O praise the Lord all ye people,
and praise him all ye lands.
His merciful kindness endureth forever.
Praise him in songs of joy.

We praise thee, O Lord our God.
Be thou exalted above all heavens,
thy glory above all the earth.
For thou, Lord art greater than all that are in the earth.

THE OFFERING
Please stand.
THE OFFERTORY
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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THE COMMUNION RITE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

p Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful Father, through our Savior Jesus Christ.

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved son,
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal
your reign. You are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful word you
created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to
the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and
his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice
in your holy and life-giving light.



By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food,

we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy

Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

C Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
Please sit.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?

A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.

Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?

A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
salvation.

-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white
grape juice is available. If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you. Please
advise an usher.

Please stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P Let us pray,

p Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

Silence for reflection.
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THE BENEDICTION
P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. ,Q b | — . ;
C Amen {:?—Ld—’ — ! I I F J I | 5
still ~ a - bounds: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is  liv - ing!”
THE SENDING HYMN: #143 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds rap - ture sings:  “Christ has w1 - umphed! He s liv - ing!”
things a - bove that we con - quer through your tri - umph;
bless -ed  sing: “Christ has tri - umphed! Al - le - lu - ial”
Please see next page.
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P Sing, choirs of an - gels, loud and clear! Re - peat their song
C Thanks be to God. Now  still he comes to give us life and by his pres -
grant grace suf - fi - cient for life’s day that by our lives
Be to the Fa - ther, and our Lord, to Spir - it blest,
Postlude Allegro (from Sonata No. 3) Nealson P
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of glo - ry here: “Christ has tri - umphed! Christ has tri - umphed!”
ence stills all strife. Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!
we tru - ly say:  Christ has tri- umphed! He is liv - ing!
most ho - ly God, all  the glo - ry, nev - er end - ing!
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£ LENTEN FAMILY EVENT - FEB. 2> £}
Join us after worship for a light lunch on Sunday, Feb. 22"¢ in the Fellowship Hall.
After lunch we will create prayer chains and kindness cards to utilize throughout the
season of Lent.




