
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector/Intercessor: Margaret Garrison 
Communion Assistant: Christine Ruff 

Acolyte: Samantha Hillegass 
Ushers: Dale Merrell, Gretchen Walker,  

Robert Davis, Lex Patterson, Samantha Hillegass 
Videographer: Debbie Davis 

Greeter: Lois Marlow 
Building Supervisor: Kenny Propst 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Joyce Beaty (friend of the Marlow’s); Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert & 
Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); Karey Conrad (friend of Dee 
Pieschel); Emma DePaulis; Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Anne Fridlund; Ed Frost 

(friend of the Marlow’s); Tim Gibson (friend of Deb Black); Tom Grady; Scott Harrington (friend of 
Glenda Poole); Linda Jones (family of Barbara & Dale Merrell); Ruther Lawler (friend of Dee & Al 

Pieschel); Annaleah, Michael, & Preston Morrow (friends of Shannon Nesbit); Stan Parnell (friend of 
Robert Davis); Jan Phillips (family of Brownie Brown); Tom Ridenhour; Geoff & Pam Seige (friends 

of Robert & Debbie Davis). 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Today’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in memory of Jerry Poole and in honor of 

Greg, Derek, and James Poole’s birthdays given by Glenda Poole. 

 

A MEMORIAL SERVICE 

Ann Porter Ridenhour died on December 19, 2024. Pastor Bill will lead a brief funeral liturgy 

with Holy Communion on Wednesday, January 29th at 11am at St. James. There is no 

visitation. As concerns St. James, Ann is survived by her second husband, Rev. Dr. Thomas E. 

Ridenhour, Sr. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
We are seeking volunteers to assist with Sunday ministries. If you are willing to volunteer 
as a communion assistant, lector, videographer, or acolyte, please sign up by scanning the 

code or visiting the website! 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Sunday, January 26, 2025 

 
The Holy Communion 

10:00am 
 
 

 
 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 
104 Union Street South 

PO Box 684 
Concord, North Carolina 28026 

704-786-0166 
www.sjnc.net  

Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor 

http://www.sjnc.net/


Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  If you 
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” 
please speak to Pastor Bill.   If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the 
person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.  
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first 
floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), 
please sign a pew pad. 
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BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

Jan. 26 – Kenny Propst 

Jan. 29 – Dieter Klauss 

Jan. 31 – Dee Hodges, Fonda Shumate 

Feb. 1 – Greg Francus, Andrew Verner, Gretchen Walker 

Feb. 2 – Jamie Swayney 

 
CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 

 
Sunday, Jan. 26  9:00am Adult Sunday School 
    9:00am Parish Choir 
    9:30am Children’s Sunday School 
    10:00am Worship 
    11:00am Snow Event! 
 
Monday, Jan. 27  10:30am Quilting 
    6:30pm Scouts 
 
Wednesday, Jan. 29  5:30pm Handbells 
 
Thursday, Jan. 30  6:30pm Choir Rehearsal  
 
Sunday, Feb. 2  9:00am Adult Sunday School 
    9:00am Parish Choir 
    9:30am Children’s Sunday School 
    10:00am Worship 
    Scouting for Food Drop-off Deadline 
 
 

MEAL PACKING - LIFELINE CHRISTIAN MISSION 
Join us on Saturday, March 8th, at 10:00 am at Gibson Mill for a morning of service 

with Lifeline Christian Mission to pack 10,800 meals! The event is from 10:00am to 
11:30am, and all necessary supplies will be provided. Visit the link to sign up! 

https://sjnc.net/special-event-sign-ups.  
 

 
 
 
 

https://sjnc.net/special-event-sign-ups


 
 

St James Lutheran Church: 
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                                               Cantabile  Franck            
 

Please stand. 

THE INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Please sit or kneel, as able. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.   We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: Jesus Shall Reign 

 

 



 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
P  Lord God, you showed your glory and led many to faith by the works of your 

Son. As he brought gladness and healing to his people, grant us these same 
gifts and lead us also to perfect faith in him, Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C  Amen. 
 

 

 
 
Please sit. 

THE FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
1 All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. 
They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had 
given to Israel. 2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, 
both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the  
first day of the seventh month. 3 He read from it facing the square before the Water  



Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and 
those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book 
of the law. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was 
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6 Then 
Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” 
lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with their 
faces to the ground. 8 So they read from the book, from the law of God, with 
interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
  9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the 
Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your 
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of 
the law. 10 Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and 
send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to 
our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

THE SECOND READING:  I Corinthians 12:12-31a 
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to 
drink of one Spirit. 
  14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot would 
say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 
any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the 
whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, 
where would the sense of smell be? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the 
body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the 
body be? 20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body. 21 The eye cannot say to 
the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of 
you.” 22 On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and those members of the body that we think less honorable we 
clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater 
respect; 24 whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has so 

arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25 that there may 
be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one 
another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, 
all rejoice together with it. 
  27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of 
power, then gifts of healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of 
tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? 31a But strive for the greater gifts. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 4th chapter. 

 
 
14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report 
about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their 
synagogues and was praised by everyone. 
 
  16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 



synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll 
of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written: 
 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
  because he has anointed me 
   to bring good news to the poor. 
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovery of sight to the blind, 
   to let the oppressed go free, 
 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Please sit. 

THE SERMON       Pastor Bill Ridenhour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: Hark, the Gald Sound 

 

 

 
 
THE APOSTLES' CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  



  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.*  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen  
 
Please kneel or sit as able. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
A With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, 

have mercy." 
 
A For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation 

of our souls, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for 

the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For all Bishops, for all the clergy and all the people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of  the earth, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 

A For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to 
conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 
A For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 

suffering, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for 

prisoners and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray 
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

 
A For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us 

pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
A For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the 

Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
A That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 

reproach, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 
 
A Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
A In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 

another, and all our life, to Christ our God. To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen 
 
THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 



C And also with you. 
 
Please sit. 

THE ANTHEM            God So Loved the World  Stainer 
 

God so loved the world, that he gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoso believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through Him might be saved . 

-John 3:16-17 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
Please stand. 

THE OFFERTORY 

 
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Blessed are you, 
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service 
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

 

 
 
THE COMMUNION RITE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  
 and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,  
 O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  
Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love,  
 that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light.  
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
 
P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal 

your reign.  You are the Life and Light of all.  By your powerful word you 
created all things.  Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to 
the nations.   

  
Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son.  He is your Light, shining in our darkness 
and revealing to us your mercy and might.   
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks;  broke it, and gave it to his disciples,  saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and 
his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice 
in your holy and life-giving light. 
 
By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food, 
we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy 
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
 
Please sit. 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the  



sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and salvation. 
  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 

 
Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table.  Please come by way of the center aisle 
and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an 
usher or fellow worshiper will help you.  At one time we too were confused.  For those 
unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available.  If you are unable to come to 

the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat.  Please advise an usher. 
 
Please stand. 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
C Amen 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P  Let us pray, 
P  Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 

whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.       
C  Amen 

 
Silence for reflection. 

 

 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P         Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SENDING HYMN: Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                                            Fete      Dupuis 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


