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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next to you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.

Let us know you visited!

Scan to connect!

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
Aug. 30 - Carson Crainshaw, James Hughes, Hunter Huss, Donna Sloop
Aug. 31 — Conner Gale
Sept. 1 - Claire Ford
Sept. 2 — Kathryn Radcliffe
Sept. 3 - William Propst
Sept 4 - Kim Haberman, Patrick Propst, Simon Lovelace, Ashleigh
Matthews

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, Aug. 30 9:00am Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Social Ministry Committee Meeting

Monday, Aug.31  10:30am Quilting

Tuesday, Sept. 1 10:30am Mary Magdalene Circle (Flex Room)
5:45pm Mission Fund Committee
6:00pm Executive Committee

Thurs., Sept. 3 6:30pm Choir

Sunday, Sept. 6 Supply Drive Deadline for God’s work. Our hands.
9:00am Choir

10:00am Worship

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. SERVICE DAY- SEPT. 13
Join us Sunday, September 13, after worship in the Fellowship Hall for a day of service! We'll
assemble Lutheran World Relief kits, create Mission Quilts, and write encouragement cards for the
Big Brothers Big Sisters program.

A bagged lunch will be provided (RSVP). Everyone is invited to participate!

T-shirts will be available after worship on Sept. 6 and on Sept. 13 for those who need one.
Sign up:




St James Lutheran Church:
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Please silence your phones. Thank you.

When not printed, hymn harmonies may be found in the green LBW hymnal.
Welcome

Prelude

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please sit or kneel, as able.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

A T

p Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #398 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
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I “Take up your cross,” the Sav-ior said, “if you would my dis - ci- ple be;
2 Take up your cross; let not its weight per-vade your soul with vain a - larm;
3 Take up your cross, nor heed the shame, nor let your fool-ish heart re - bel;
4 Take up your cross and fol - low Christ, nor think till death to lay it down;
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for - sake  the past, and come this day, and hum-bly fol-low af - ter me.”
his strength shall bear your spir - it up, sus-tain your heart,and nerve your arm.
for you the Lord en-dured the cross to save your soul from death and hell.
for on - ly those who bear the cross may hope to wear a gold-en crown.



THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

p O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path of suffering for the sake
of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and
give us strength to follow his commands; through your Son, Jesus Christ our

Lord.
C Amen.
Please sit.

THE FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21
O Lord, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16 Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart;
for I am called by your name,
O Lord, God of hosts.
71 did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
8 Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

9 Therefore, thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
21 will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; **love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. * Do not lag in
zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 2 Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. 3 Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. *5Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. * Live in harmony with one another; do
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you
are. '7 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight
of all. ®If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. * Beloved,
never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written,
‘Vengeance is mine, [ will repay, says the Lord.” 2° No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap
burning coals on their heads.” > Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.



A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL

p The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to

Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and

scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 2 And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to
you.” 3 But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-
block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.
24Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they

give in return for their life?

27‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his

kingdom.’

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

)

Please sit.

THE SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #364 Son of God, Eternal Savior
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Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
As you, Lord, have lived for oth-ers, so may we for oth - ers live.

1
2
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of love and Prince of peace;
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav-ior, source of life and truth and grace,
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Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us hal-lows all our hu - man race,
Free-ly  have your gifts been grant-ed; free-ly may your ser - vants give.

hush the storm of strife and pas-sion,bid its cru-el dis - cords cease.
Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us hal-lows all our hu - man race:
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you our head,who, throned in glo-ry, for your own will ev - er plead:

Yours the gold and yours the sil-ver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
By your pa-tient years of toil-ing, by your si-lent hours of pain,
by  your pray-ing, by  your will-ing that your peo-ple should be one,
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0 s , . i -y Heavenly Father, thank you for Peter! We thank you, not because he stumbled,
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(- ' I g H:‘—jlf 1 ] but because Jesus rebuked, loved, and forgave him. Lord, we know you will
% E r 3 5 ° * . rebuke us when we are a stumbling block and unwitting agent of Satan. Give us

fill us with your love and pit - y, heal our wrong,and help our need. grace to repent and humbly take up our cross again, following Jesus alone.

we but stew-ards of  your boun-ty held in sol - emn trust will be. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

quench our fe-vered thirst of plea-sure, stem our self - ish greed of gain.

grant, oh, grant our hope’s fru - 1 - tion: here on ecarth your will be done.

e e - - Grant that your Church never be a hindrance to your Son nor a stumbling-
O:4 —e ﬁ%—?——?—?—‘ FF '_;_i, block to those whom he came to save. Center its life and proclamation in the
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THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Cross of Jesus. Make it follow wherever Jesus leads, even unto death. Use the
Church to draw many hearts to repentant faith in Christ. Through it, overcome
the world’s evil with your great good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

=

Help this congregation to live out the words of Saint Paul: Let our love be
genuine. Make us abhor evil but hold fast to the good. Teach us to love and
honor each other. Let us serve you fervently. Make us joyous in hope, patient in
tribulation, and constant in prayer. Give us grace to be generous and
hospitable, and to bless even our persecutors. Help us to rejoice with the joyful
and to weep with the mourners. Teach us to live in harmony, and to not be
wise in our own sight. Give us grace to repay no one evil for evil. Let us do what
is honorable; and, so far as it depends on us, to live peaceably with all. And
grant that we are not overcome by evil, but that in Christ, we overcome evil
with good. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. Keep in your care those whose dangerous work is done in protection of their

community and country. Especially we remember Mason. Protect them from

I believe in the Holy Spirit, harm and assist us to honor their labors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Deal mercifully with all whose lives are shadowed by suffering, sorrow, or any
kind of adversity. Have pity on them and redeem them. Turn their sorrow into
gladness and their pain into shouts of thanksgiving. Give them wise and
compassionate caregivers, and reunite them with all who love them. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

THE PRAYERS

A Let us pray for the church, the world, and all people according to their need. Father, receive our beloved dead into your house with many rooms. Help us to

love each other with true affection; to live peaceably and honorably; and above
all, to cling to Jesus and his Cross. Lead us into your promised Kingdom, which



you have prepared for all whom you deliver from sin and death. And there let
us bless you and live together in your peace forever. Lord, in your mercy, hear

our prayer.

p Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please sit.
THE ANTHEM
THE OFFERING
Please stand.
THE OFFERTORY
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray.

A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE COMMUNION RITE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

T ATATANT
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus,
your Son, who reached out
to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his death, resurrection and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by the Holy Communion
we may know the unity
we share with all your people
in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

C Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.




0 o R . . . THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
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grant us peace, grant us peace. ﬁ
Please sit. THE BENEDICTION
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? C Amen
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ.under the bread and wir.le, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. THE SENDING HYMN: #341 Jesus, Still Lead On
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these ol S — —
words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 5 o o 4 ¢ o 14 ¢ P & —r
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and o . . ' '
K 1 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; and, al -though the
salvation. 2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V. 3 When we seek re - lief from a long-felt grief, ~ when temp-ta - tions
4 Je - sus, still lead on, till our rest be won; heav'n-ly lead - er,
Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white nu
.. . . . . v — ! ! e f — T .
grape juice is available. If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you. Please T T l —— !
advise an usher. y) I I
way be cheer - less, we will fol - low, calm and fear - less;
fears o’er - take us, let not faith and hope for - sake us;
Please stand. come al - lur - ing make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING still  di - rect us, still sup - port, con - sole, pro-tect  us,
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen
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guide us by  your hand to our Fa - ther’s land.
safe - ly past  the foe to  our home we go.
show us that bright shore where we weep no  more.
till  we safe - ly stand in  our Fa - ther’s land.
THE DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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SB177826. Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said (Arr.) © CPH Publishing (SESAC). Reprinted/podcast/streamed with
permission under ONE LICENSE A-73500z2.

HELP BRING BETHLEHEM AT THE FARM TO LIFE!
Bethlehem at the Farm

Sunday, December 6 | 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Jones Family Farm | Off Old Salisbury Road

Imagine stepping into Bethlehem on the night Jesus was born! This special St. James
tradition brings the Christmas story to life with a marketplace, shepherds, townspeople,
Mary and Joseph, live animals, and more.

Volunteers Needed! - We need about 50 volunteers to help make this meaningful
experience possible.

Just 3—4 hours * Many roles available

Scan the QR code or visit our website to sign up!

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. SUPPLY DRIVE
Help us prepare for God's Work. Our Hands. by donating supplies for Lutheran World Relief
Kits that will support people in need around the world.

Social Ministry & Christian Ed. Committee are collecting supplies for:

e School Kits

e Personal Care Kits

e Baby Care Kits

e Fabric Kits

Collection Dates: August 2 — September 6
Assembly Day: Sunday, September 13, following worship
Donations: Please place kit items in the designated bins at the Portico entrance.

Consider donating supplies, packing kits, or both to help serve our neighbors around the world.
Scan for supply list:

INTERESTED IN CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT?
It’s not too late to join the St. James Choir!
If you or someone you know would enjoy being part of Carols by Candlelight, we'd love to have you
join us.
Rehearsals Begin: Sept. 17 at 7:30pm.
Dress Rehearsals: Dec. 7& 9
Performance Dates: Dec. 1 & 12

For more information contact Kevin Estes (kevin@sjnc.net).

LIVELY LFISURES RETURNS

Lively Leisures returns Tuesday, Sept. 8, at noon with guest speaker Dr. Doug Kelling. Dr.
Kelling’s father, an Army doctor, was among the first doctors to enter the Dachau
concentration camp at the end of World War I1.



