
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector/Intercessor: Margaret Garrison 

Communion Assistant: Samantha Hillegass 
Ushers: Brad Baker, Chip Harward,  

Taylor Pruettue, Al Pieschel, Jon Miller  
Greeter: Lisa Folino 

Building Supervisors: Tommy Propst 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Joyce Beaty (friend of the Marlow’s); Cecil Berry (friend of Gretchen Walker); Family of Michael 

Black (nephew of Patsy Black); Patsy Black; Caroline Bost; Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle 
(friends of Robert & Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); Karey 

Conrad (friend of Dee Pieschel); Jennifer Cook (friend of Fonda Shumate); Catherine Durst 
(daughter of Anne & Dee Hodges); Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Ed Frost (friend of 
the Marlow’s); Tom Grady; Maureen Hollmeyer; Mary Frances Johnson (cousin of Francie Davis); 

Karen Johnston (friend of Judy Benz); Ruth Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); John Ledford 
(brother of Deb Black); Barbara Merrell; Deb & Roger Myers (friends of Deb Black); Stan Parnell 

(friend of Rob & Debbie Davis); Al Pieschel; Lori Pittard; Tom Ridenhour. 

 

Salvation Army Meal Week – Nov. 2–8 
We’re once again partnering with the Salvation Army Night Shelter to provide seven 
evening meals, and we’d love your help! Individuals or groups can sponsor a meal by 

preparing/purchasing and delivering 50 dinners to 216 Patterson Ave., Concord by 
6:30pm on their selected date Nov. 2nd – 8th. 

Meal expenses can be reimbursed through Jill Irvin. 
Contact Chip Popovici with questions. Scan code to sign up. 

 
 
 

 
To assist in your offering 

Secure Online Giving 

  
 

 
Open Camera – Scan QR Code 

Thank you for supporting St. James! 

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 19, 2025 

 
The Holy Communion 

10:00am 
 

 

 

                                      
 

 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 
104 Union Street South 

PO Box 684 
Concord, North Carolina 28026 

704-786-0166 
www.sjnc.net  

Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor 

http://www.sjnc.net/


Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  If you 
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” 
please speak to Pastor Bill.   If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the 
person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.  
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first 
floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), 
please sign a pew pad. 
 

Let us know you visited! 
 
 
 
 

Scan to connect! 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

Oct. 19 – Stephanie Harris 
Oct. 20 – Katie King 
Oct. 22 – Calen MacFarlane, Joyce Smith 
Oct. 23 – John Eury, Nancy Faggart 
Oct. 24 – Naomi Lovelace  

  

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 

Sunday, Oct. 19  9:00am Adult Sunday School 
9:00am Choir 

    9:30am Children’s Sunday School 
    10:00am Worship 
 

Monday, Oct. 20  10:30am Quilting 
    6:30pm  Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)   
 

Thursday, Oct.23  6:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
 

Saturday, Oct. 25  9:00am Million Meals Tour Packing (Kannapolis) 
 

Sunday, Oct. 26  9:00am Adult Sunday School 
9:00am Choir 

    9:30am Children’s Sunday School 
    10:00am Worship 
    3:00pm Trunk or Treat! 

 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
Million Meals Tour  Oct. 25  - 9AM 
Trunk or Treat  Oct. 26 – 3PM 
Organ Concert  Nov. 8 – 7PM 

    Family Advent Event     Nov. 30 – 11AM (after worship) 
    Carols by Candlelight     Dec. 13 – 7PM 

 
Operation Christmas Child 

It’s that time again! Help share God’s love by packing a shoebox for a child in need. 
Boxes and instructions are available in the portico. Please return unsealed shoeboxes by 

Nov. 16. Questions? Contact Samantha Hillegass. 
 
 

More information in our Ring Out newsletter; subscribe at: sjnc.net. 

https://sjnc.net/ring-out-weekly-news-1


 
 

St James Lutheran Church: 
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
 

Prelude                                          Tuba Tune in D Major                                   Lang   
 
Please stand. 

THE INVOCATION  
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
 
THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
Please sit or kneel, as able. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #444 With the Lord Begin Your Task 
 

When not printed, hymn harmonies may be found in the green LBW hymnal.  
 

 



 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with y0u. 
P Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory among 

the nations. Preserve the works of your mercy, that your Church throughout 
the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of your name; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C  Amen. 
 

 
 
Please sit. 

THE FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 
The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 

children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24 Jacob was left alone; and a man 
wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against 
Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day is breaking.’ But Jacob said, 
‘I will not let you go, unless you bless me.’ 27 So he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ 
And he said, ‘Jacob.’ 28 Then the man said, ‘You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.’ 29 Then 
Jacob asked him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it that you ask my 



name?’ And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I 
have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.’ 31 The sun rose upon him as 
he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

 
A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SECOND READING: II Timothy 3:14-4:5 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it, 15 and how from childhood you have known the 
sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who belongs to God 
may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim 
the message; be persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable; convince, 
rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming 
when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 4 and will turn away from 
listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, always be sober, endure 
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 
 A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 18th chapter. 

 
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose 

heart. 2 He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had 
respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 
saying, “Grant me justice against my opponent.” 4 For a while he refused; but later he 
said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because 
this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me 
out by continually coming.”’ 6 And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. 
And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’ 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Please sit. 

THE SERMON       Pastor Bill Ridenhour 
 
Please stand. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #438 Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright 
 



 

 
THE APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell.* 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

Please sit or kneel, as able. 
 
A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all those 

according to their needs. 
 
A Heavenly Father, sometimes our ears itch because we desire convenient 

untruths. Sometimes we wrestle with your Word and come away hobbling. 
Sometimes it’s hard to love, trust, and obey you! Thank you for hearing our 
prayers anyhow. Thank you for touching us with healing and blessing, not just 
rebuke and warning. Love incarnate. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Help your Church throughout the world always confess that all Scripture is 
inspired, useful for teaching and reproof. Fill it with your Holy Spirit, so that it 
penetrates itching ears with the pure doctrine of Christ, crucified and raised 
from the dead for the forgiveness of sin unto life everlasting. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Keep everyone in this congregation in your merciful care. Conform our hearts 
to your will. Help us pray boldly and persistently. In all things, let us glorify 
you, bear witness to your holy and gracious Word, and lead lives worthy of our 
calling as your children. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Bless our war-torn world with your peace. Give it leaders who do justice, love 
mercy, and walk humbly in your sight. Look with kindness upon the poor and 
needy, the widow and orphan, and all to whom justice has been denied. Spur 
us to give practical, compassionate help, so all receive your blessings. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 



We pray for lawyers, judges, magistrates, and for all who make or interpret laws 
and administer justice. Give them uprightness of heart and a passion for truth. 
Make them wise, fair, and impartial in their decisions. Through their work, 
accomplish your holy and gracious will in our midst. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Hear the cries of all who suffer. Bring them safely through their trials, and give 
them faith in your gracious love. Bless and strengthen everyone who assists in 
their care. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Thank you, dear Father, for all the saints. May their faithful example keep us 
steadfast in faith, persistent in prayer, and attentive to your Word. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
THE BLESSING OF THE QUILTS 
 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Please sit. 

THE ANTHEM   Create in Me a Clean Heart                                      Mueller 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
-Psalm 51:10-13 

   
THE OFFERING 

Please stand. 

THE OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A Blessed are you, 
C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service 
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen     

 

 
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 



P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  
 and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,  
 O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 
 
P You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness;  
 you bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence.  
We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us.  
We thank you for the new world to come  
 and for the love that will rule all in all.  
We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen,  
 the people of your promise:  
 the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land,  
 the memory of the fathers, the homecoming from exile,  
 and the prophets' words that will not be in vain.  
In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son,  
 who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises.  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,  
 we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup  
 we remember the incarnation of your Son:  
 his human birth and the covenant he made with us.  
We remember the sacrifice of his life:  
 his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance of death.  
But chiefly we remember his rising from the tomb,  
 his ascension to the seat of power,  
 and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit.  
We cry out for the resurrection of our lives,  
 when Christ will come again in beauty and power  
 to share with us the great and promised feast.  
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,  
 that we and all who share in this bread and cup  
 may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
 may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven,  
 and may receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,  



 and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  
 until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

 

 
Please sit. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation. 

  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 
 

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white 
grape juice is available.  If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you.  Please 

advise an usher. 
 

Please stand. 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
C Amen 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P  Let us pray, 



A Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord  

C  Amen 

 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P         Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
THE SENDING HYMN: #259 Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing 

 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude               March                                      Nealson 

 

 
 
 
 
COPYRIGHT: 
Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Licenses SAS-002140, 
SB177826. With the Lord Begin Your Task (Text) © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with 
permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002. (Arrangement) © Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress License SB177826. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002. Prayers adapted from 
lutherancore.website. 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

MILLION MEALS TOUR – Oct. 25 
Join us at Atrium Ballpark in Kannapolis as Lifeline Christian Mission hosts the Million 
Meals Tour! St. James is providing 20 volunteers on Saturday, Oct. 25 at 9:00am. Meal 

packing takes about 1.5 hours leaving plenty of time to enjoy downtown afterward! 
Visit sjnc.net/special-event-sign-ups or scan code to sign up! 

 
 

 
 

 
TRUNK OR TREAT! – OCT. 26 

Join us on Sunday, October 26, 2025, at our rear portico parking lot from 3:00pm - 
5:00pm for St. James' annual Trunk or Treat event!  

If you can host a trunk or help run a game, please let us know: info@sjnc.net. 
Candy Donations Welcome! - See basket at portico door! 

 
 
 

https://sjnc.net/special-event-sign-ups

