
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector: Kim Haberman 

Communion Assistant: Ann Blackwelder 
Acolyte: Joshua Rinker 

Ushers: Wendell Overby, Frank Irvin,  
Tony Folino, Nick Lovelace, Jason Pittard 

Greeter: Amy Griffith 
Videographer: Jeff Gilbert 

Building Supervisor: Wendell Overby 
 

PRAYER LIST 
Cecil Berry (friend of Gretchen Walker); Family of Michael Black (nephew of Patsy Black); 

Patsy Black; Caroline Bost; Patrick Bryn (son of Kirby & Sondra Bryn); Angie Buchanan; 
Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert & Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Karey Conrad 

(friend of Dee Pieschel); Jennifer Cook (friend of Fonda Shumate); Catherine Durst 
(daughter of Anne & Dee Hodges); Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Phyllis 
Freeman (Mother of Fonda Shumate); Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); Ginger Gibbs 
(Friend of Jeff & Deedee Gilbert); Jeff Gilbert; Tom Grady; Nancy Haney (loved one of 
Betsy Ballard); Ryan Hardister (son of Bill & Reggie Hardister); Maureen Hollmeyer; 

Hunter Huss; Dale Johnson (Friend of Dale Merrell); Mary Frances Johnson (cousin of 
Francie Davis); Karen Johnston (friend of Judy Benz); Mary Anne Lanahan (Aunt of 

Francie Davis); Ruth Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); John Ledford (brother of Deb 
Black); Leonard “Buddy” McEachern; Barbara Merrell; Deb & Roger Myers (friends of Deb 
Black); Dave Olsen (friend of Patsy Black); Mason Overby; Stan Parnell (friend of Rob & 
Debbie Davis); Becky Phillips; Al Pieschel; Lori Pittard; Lori Ruff (mother of Christine 
Ruff); Jessica Seeley (cousin of Christine Ruff); Ruby Tyer (niece of Beth Huss’ friend). 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
We’re looking for Greeters, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Lectors, Acolytes, and 

Videographers to help on Sundays. Sign up at sjnc.net under the volunteer tab. 
 

To assist in your offering 
Secure Online Giving 

  
 
  

 

Open Camera – Scan QR Code 
Thank you for supporting St. James 

The Fifth Sunday after Easter 
May 3, 2026 

 
The Holy Communion 

10:00am 
 
 

 

 

 
St. James Lutheran Church 

104 Union Street South 
PO Box 684 

Concord, North Carolina 28026 
704-786-0166 
www.sjnc.net  

Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor 

http://www.sjnc.net/


Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  If you 
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” 
please speak to Pastor Bill.   If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the 
person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.  
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first 
floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), 
please sign a pew pad. 

Let us know you visited! 
 
 
 
 

Scan to connect! 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
May 3 – Charlotte Glatz, Edwin Glatz,  

Elizabeth Harris, Joy Lineberger 
May 4 - Thomas Baker, Deedee Gilbert, 

 John Kuly, Trent Propst 
May 5 – Julie Burroughs, Sarah Propst 
May 6 – Bryson Ziegler 
May 7 – Malinda Allison 
May 8 – Pat McDonough 
May 9 – Anne Readling 

 
CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 

Sunday, May 3 9:00am Adult Sunday School 
9:00am Choir 
9:30am Children’s Sunday School 

    10:00am Worship 
11:00am Parent Meeting with Christian Ed. &  

Pastor Bill (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Monday, May 4 10:30am Quilting 
 

Tuesday, May 5 10:30am Mary Magdalene Circle 
   6:00pm Executive Committee 
 

Thursday, May 7 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal  
 

Sunday, May 10 9:00am Adult Sunday School 
9:00am Choir 
9:30am Children’s Sunday School 

    10:00am Worship 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Consider signing up to provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday. It’s a simple and 

meaningful way to honor a loved one, celebrate a special occasion, or mark an important 
date. 

After worship, any remaining flowers are shared with members of our congregation who 
are homebound. Scan code to sign up! 

 
 

 



 
 

St James Lutheran Church: 
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

 
 

 

Please silence your phones/devices. Thank you. 

 
When not printed, hymn harmonies may be found in the green LBW hymnal. 

 

 
Welcome 

 
Prelude               Psalm 19 ~ The Heavens Declare                         Marcello     
                                                 
Please stand. 

THE INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Please sit or kneel, as able. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.   We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #464 You Are the Way 
 

 



 

 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
P  O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the changes of 
this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.   

C  Amen. 
 

 
 
Please sit. 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60 



But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened 
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ 57 But they covered their ears, 
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out 
of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’ 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he died.  
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE SECOND READING: I Peter 2:2-10 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 

grow into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 

precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 

‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.’ 

7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
‘The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the very head of the corner’, 
8 and 
‘A stone that makes them stumble, 

    and a rock that makes them fall.’ 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. 

10 Once you were not a people, 
    but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
    but now you have received mercy. 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th chapter. 

 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you?[ 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you 
know the way to the place where I am going.’ 5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to him, ‘I am the 
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you 
know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.’ 

8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10 Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to 
you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe 
me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me 
because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 



also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 
going to the Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 
 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Please sit. 

THE SERMON       Pastor Bill Ridenhour 
 
Please stand. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: Chris is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

Please see next page. 

 



THE NICENE CREED 
C We believe in one God,  
  the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father.  
  Through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation  
   he came down from heaven;  
   by the power of the Holy Spirit  
    he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was  

made man.  
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
   he suffered death and was buried.  
   On the third day he rose again  
    in accordance with the Scriptures;  
   he ascended into heaven  
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
   and his kingdom will have no end.  
  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
  He has spoken through the prophets.  
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

Please kneel or sit as able. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and all 
people according to their need. 

 
A brief silence 

 
Thank you, Jesus, for being the Way to your Father’s house, the Truth that sets 
us free, and the Life which frees us from sin and death. Thank you for being the 
Love that never lets us go. Give us grace to share your love with everyone we 
meet. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Make the whole Church your house of living stones: holy, precious, your prized 
possession and beloved Body. Let its words and deeds proclaim the excellence 
of your salvation. Use it to call many people out of darkness into your 
marvelous light. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Like Stephen, even today Christians are tortured for proclaiming you as Lord. 
Give them the grace and strength that you gave Stephen: to fearlessly speak 
your truth in love; to forgive and pray for their enemies; and to remain faithful 
to the end. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Lord, we want to be your disciples! But we’re afraid of ridicule, rejection, or 
persecution. Give us grace to be like Stephen, always praying for others to 
repent and believe in you. Let us always build up faith in you alone, our Head 
and Cornerstone. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Lord, there are so many who have lost their way in life. There are so many who 
insist there’s no such thing as real truth. There are so many who are dying 
without knowing your love. Please help us to notice them, walk with them, and 
find ways of slipping their hand into yours. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

  
Remind our earthly rulers that you alone are King of the nations. Teach them 
to use authority and power to care for the poor and needy, to do justice and 
love mercy; and to walk humbly before you. Frustrate the way of the wicked. 



Make us all lovely with your righteousness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
Guide, protect, and strengthen all who defend life and liberty here and abroad, 
especially our brother, Mason. May they walk in pathways of integrity and 
justice. When they are wounded, bring healing, hope, and peace to them and to 
their loved ones. When their task is done, bring them home in honor. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Bless, heal, comfort, and sustain everyone who cries out to you for help. With 
the Psalmist, cause them to say, “Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for 
their help; whose hope is in the LORD their God; who keeps his promise 
forever.” Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
For all the Saints who from their labor rest, we give you thanks, O Lord. May 
their faithful witness guide our discipleship. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
P O God, you gladden our hearts by the annual celebration of the resurrection of 

our Lord: In your mercy grant that we, who celebrate these joyous days on 
earth, may at length attain to the eternal Easter in heaven; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Please sit. 

THE ANTHEM                                    If Ye Love Me                                              Tallis 

 

If ye love me, keep my commandments, 

And I will pray the father, 

And he shall give you another comforter, 

That he may abide with you forever, 

E’en the spirit of truth. 

That he may abide with you forever, 

E’en the spirit of truth. 

                           - John 14:15-17 

 

THE OFFERING 
 
Please stand. 

THE OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A Let us pray. 
A Blessed are you, 
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have 
 blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service 
 and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 



 made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen     
 

 
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.  
But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; 
for he  is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by 
his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.  
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and 
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 
 
 

 
 
P You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring light from 

darkness, life from death, speech from silence.  We worship you for our lives 
and for the world you give us.  We thank you for the new world to come and 
for the love that will rule all in all.   

  
 We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the people  of your 

promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the memory of 
the fathers, the homecoming from exile, and the prophets' words that will not 
be in vain.  In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled 
and will fulfill all your promises.   

 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 
sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
 Lord's death until he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incarnation of 

your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made with us.  We remember 
the sacrifice of his life: his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance 
of death.  But chiefly on this day we remember his rising from the tomb, his 
ascension to the seat of power, and his sending of the holy and life-giving 
Spirit.  We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come again 
in beauty and power to share with us the great and promised feast.  

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 



P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this bread 
and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may enter the 
fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and may receive our inheritance with all 
your saints in light. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and 

unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes 
as victorious Lord of all. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 
Please sit. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation. 

  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 
 

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white 
grape juice is available.  If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you.  Please 

advise an usher. 
 
Please stand. 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 



P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

C Amen 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P  Let us pray, 
P        We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P         Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
THE SENDING HYMN: #143 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
 

Please see next page. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude                                      Tanz                                                            Mueller                                     
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STAY CONNECTED! 

Sign up to receive our weekly Ring Out e-newsletter for news, events, and ministry updates. 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on social media: 

Facebook & Instagram: @stjamesnc 

YouTube: @stjameslutheranconcord 

 
 

HONORING OUR GRADUATES – MAY 17 
 

You’re Invited! 
Join us for a special reception as we celebrate and honor the accomplishments of our high 

school graduates. 
. 

This is a joyful milestone in their lives, and we would love for you to come share in this 
moment of recognition, encouragement, and fellowship as they prepare for the next 

chapter of their journeys. 
 

Date: May 17 
Time: 11:00am 

Location: King Fellowship Hall 
 

Light refreshments will be served. Your presence will mean so much to our graduates as 
they reflect on their achievements and look ahead with hope and faith. 

 

Please come and help us celebrate these remarkable young individuals! 

 
LIVELY LEISURES 

Join us on Tuesday, May 12 for our final Lively Leisures of the spring, featuring a 
presenter from Eli Lilly.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


