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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next to you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.

Let us know you visited!

Scan to connect!

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
Aug. 23 - Brittany Eaton
Aug. 24 - Lisa Burke
Aug. 25 - Audrey Baker, Scott Benson, Will King
Aug. 26 - Noah Hardister
Aug. 27 - Abigail Bestler, Lily Kartheiser
Aug. 29 - Finn Hinson, Eva Horton, Marcia Klauss

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, Aug. 23 9:00am Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Stewardship Luncheon
Monday, Aug. 24  10:30am Quilting
Thurs., Aug. 27 6:30pm Choir
Sunday, Aug. 30 9:00am Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship
11:00am Social Ministry Committee Meeting

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. SERVICE DAY- SEPT. 13
Join us Sunday, September 13, after worship in the Fellowship Hall for a day of service! We'll
assemble Lutheran World Relief kits, create Mission Quilts, and write encouragement cards for the
Big Brothers Big Sisters program.

A bagged lunch will be provided (RSVP). Everyone is invited to participate!

T-shirts will be available after worship on Sept. 6 and on Sept. 13 for those who need one.
Sign up:
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St James Lutheran Church:
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Please silence your phones. Thank you.

When not printed, hymn harmonies may be found in the green LBW hymnal.
Welcome

Prelude

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please sit or kneel, as able.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

A T

p Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #369 The Church’s One Foundation
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1 The church’s one foun - da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scomn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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b ! 1‘::‘ 41 — i ! — p God of all creation, you reach out to call people of all nations to your kingdom.
ﬂj_,{_,{_i =) [ :l ; — : As you gather disciples from near and far, count us also among those who
: : _ I boldly confess your Son Jesus Christ as Lord.
she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth: C Amen.
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,

she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys -tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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I ] v I : you that seek the Lord.
From heav’'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride; 1 h Kk f hich h
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food, Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?” and to the quarry from which you were dug.

till  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,

Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace, * Look to Abraham your father

] - . o o o and to Sarah who bore you;
N5 ; F F 1 F i. F_hﬁ—ﬁﬁp : for he was but one when I called him,
| : : ' — ' —— but I blessed him and made him many.
0 : ] i : . . 3For the Lord will comfort Zion;
%’L - — ' E——— ———— he will comfort all her waste places,
Ll ﬁ s H s s % and will make her wilderness like Eden,
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. her desert like the garden of the Lord:
and to one hope she press - es with ev-’ry grace en - dued. . . ) ’
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song. joy and gladness will be found in her,
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest. thanksgiving and the voice of song.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
e - P— 5 4Listen to me, my people,
I e F F l" F ] i  — and give heed to me, my nation;
! ' ' = o for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 51 will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the my salvation has gone out
Holy Spirit be with you all. and my arms will rule the peoples;
C And also with you. the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,

and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,



the earth will wear out like a garment,

and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be for ever,

and my deliverance will never be ended.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is
good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement,
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we
have many members, and not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who
are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. ® We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in
proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter,
in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 14 chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ 4 And they said, ‘Some say John
the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” '>He
said to them, ‘But who do you say that  am?’ ** Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” '7 And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in
heaven. ¥ And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 1 will give you the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 2° Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to
tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit.
THE SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #365 Built on a Rock
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1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, e - ven when stee - ples are
2 Not in our tem - ples made with hands  God, the Al - might -y, is
3 We are God’shouse of liv - ing stones, built for his own hab -i-
4 Yet in this house,an earth - ly frame, Je - sus the chil - dren is
5 Through all the pass -ing years, O Lord, grant that,when church bells are
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - 'ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing; high in the heav’'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta - tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
ring - ing, man - y may come to hear God’s Word where he this
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the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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bide with us in love, ~ mak-ing our bod-ies his tem - ple. Do not let the gates of hell prevail against its faithful proclamation and
midst would show his grace, ~bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing. teaching. By your Holy Spirit, make it wise, gracious, and steadfast in rightly
us  his cov - ¢ - nant,  grant-ing his  chil-dren the king - dom. forgiving and retaining sin. Use it to bring many to faith in Jesus their Savior.
world, my face shall see; my peace I leave with you. A - men

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Conform this congregation to your good, acceptable, and perfect will. Help us
to not think too highly of ourselves, but with sober judgment to use our talents
according to the grace you have given each of us. Build up the body of your
beloved Son among us through sound preaching and teaching, generous giving,

I'believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. cheerful service, and loving kindness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Bless all those who have instructed and shaped our faith - parents,
grandparents, pastors, Sunday School teachers, and everyone whose love for
Jesus shines brightly in word and deed. Thank you for the saints whose
confession of Jesus as Lord has been a blessing to others, and has formed the
unseen foundation of our own faith. Use us to encourage, instruct and guide
others in lives of discipleship and service, to your glory and for the building up
of your people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Teach the world’s rulers to listen to you, the giver of justice and the author of
salvation. Conform their decisions and deeds to your righteous will, so that
they care for the lowly and give hope to all who cry out to you. Heal the
divisions that fracture families, communities, and nations; and help us to live at
peace with our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Bless all who risk their lives to protect, defend, and rescue others, including
Mason and all who serve our country. Give them valor, loyalty, wisdom, and
competence. Help them to act according to your will and for the benefit of your
people. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Graciously answer the prayers of all who call upon you for help. Keep them safe
in the midst of suffering and sorrow. Increase their strength and faith. Let them
see the light of your salvation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

For all your Saints, O Lord, we thank you. May their faithful witness guide our
discipleship. May their light draw us to your glorious kingdom. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please sit.

THE ANTHEM

THE OFFERING

Please stand.

THE OFFERTORY
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THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray.

A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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THE COMMUNION RITE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,
O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,



and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord;

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus,
your Son, who reached out
to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his death, resurrection and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by the Holy Communion
we may know the unity
we share with all your people
in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever.

C Amen
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,



and the power, and the glory, THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

forever and ever. Amen. P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
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his grace.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.

p Let us pray,

,Q #ﬁ ; —— J— ) e S E— —  —— We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
'\3 — = i A A e e healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would

Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
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grant us peace, grant us peace. g
Please sit.
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION THE BENEDICTION
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus C Amen
Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? THE SENDING HYMN: Christ Has Made the Sure Foundation
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 0 ‘i | i - -
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and G —* F . o i Z [ ———
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-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 1 Christ is made the sure foun-da - tion, Christ, our head and
2 To this tem - ple, where we call you, come, O Lord of
. . . . . 3 Grant, we pray, to all our faith - ful all the gifts the
Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white 4 Praise anid F})]or{ - BF to ythe Fa - ther, praise and ﬁon } Ory
grape juice is available. If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you. Please |
: , o | | |
advise an usher. o s — r r 4 .
— i = r i [ — ]

[

Please stand.
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THE DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude
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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. SUPPLY DRIVE
Help us prepare for God's Work. Our Hands. by donating supplies for Lutheran World Relief
Kits that will support people in need around the world.

Social Ministry & Christian Ed. Committee are collecting supplies for:

e School Kits

e Personal Care Kits

e Baby Care Kits

e Fabric Kits

Collection Dates: August 2 — September 6
Assembly Day: Sunday, September 13, following worship
Donations: Please place kit items in the designated bins at the Portico entrance.

Consider donating supplies, packing kits, or both to help serve our neighbors around the world.
Scan for supply list:

INTERESTED IN CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT PARTICIPATION?
It’s not too late to join the St. James Choir!
If you or someone you know would enjoy being part of Carols by Candlelight, we'd love to have you
join us.
Rehearsals Begin: Sept. 17 at 7:30pm.
Dress Rehearsals: Dec. 7& 9
Performance Dates: Dec. 11 & 12

For more information contact Kevin Estes (kevin@sjnc.net).



