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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe April 26 - Kailey Hartman
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you'’re trying April 27 - Thomas Grady
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... April 28 - Kara Bestler
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe April 29 - Sam Hurley, Cheryl Webb
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a May 1 - Anna Grace Craver

miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented

and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing Sunday, April 26 9fooam éﬁu.lt Sunday School

and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 9:ooarn Chf)lldr 's Sunday School

and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 9:30am rarenrs sunday schoo
10:00am Worship

with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In Mon., April 27 10:30am Quilting

you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week Thurs., April 30 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
after week, here at St. James.
No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are Sunday, May 3 9:ooam éﬁu.lt Sunday School
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 9:ooam Chf)lldr 's Sundav School
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 9:30am 1Arens suhddy >choo
our friend 10:00am Worship
) 11:00am Parent Meeting with Christian Ed. &

Welcome to St. James. Pastor Bill
If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” ATTENTION PARENTS

please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the You are invited to meet with the Christian Education Committee and Pastor Bill after
person next to you or to an usher. worship on May 3 in the Fellowship Hall. We'll discuss the direction of Christian

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building. education for children and youth, review what’s working, share ideas, and explore ways

A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first you can get involved.
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), LIVELY LEISURES
please sign a pew pad. Join us on Tuesday, May 12 for our final Lively Leisures of the spring, featuring a
Let us know you visited! presenter from Eli Lilly.
E T -'\i-:ﬁm

HONOR GRADUATES
Do you have a child graduating from high school this year? Please let the church office
know so we may honor them on May 17.

Scan to connect!
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St James Lutheran Church:
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
HOLY BAPTISM

This morning, we celebrate with John and Allison Hinson,
the baptism of their son, Elliot James Hinson.

Please silence your phones. Thank you.

When not printed, hymn harmonies may be found in the green LBW hymnal.

Welcome

Prelude Prelude in Classic Style

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #456 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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The King of love my shep - herd is, whose good - ness
Where streams of liv - ing wa - ter flow, my  ran - somed
Per - verse and fool - ish  oft I strayed, but yet in
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill, with  thee, dear
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Gordon Young

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!
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I am his and he is mine for - ev er.
pas - tures grow, with food ce - les - tial feed eth.
gent - ly laid, and home, re - joic - ing, brought me.
com - fort still; thy cross be - fore to guide me.
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6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.



THE APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
THE HYMN OF PRAISE
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

p God of all power, you called from death our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of
the sheep. Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost, to heal the injured, and to
feed one another with knowledge and understanding; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
Amen.

Please sit.
THE FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done
by the apostles. 4 All who believed were together and had all things in
common; 4 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to
all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising
God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A
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THE SECOND READING: I Peter 2:19-25

For it is to your credit if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering
unjustly. 2° If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, where is the credit in
that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s
approval. > For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.

22‘He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.’

2 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our
sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness;
by his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were going astray like sheep, but now
you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. > The one who enters by the gate is

the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him
because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ¢ Jesus used this figure of speech
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

7So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen
to them. 1 am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that
they may have life, and have it abundantly.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit.
THE SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: We Were Baptized in Christ Jesus

The harmony score for this hymn is not available in the green LBW hymnal.
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1 We were bap-tized in Christ Je - sus, we were bap - tized in  his death;
2 In the wa-ter and the wit-ness, in the break-ing of the bread,

3 Glo-ry be to God the Fa-ther, glo-ry be to Christthe Son,
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that as Christ was raised vic - to - rious, we might live a brand new life.

in the wait - ing arms of Je-sus who is ris - en from the dead,
glo-ry to the Ho - ly Spir-it, ev-er three and ev - er  one;
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we will all be re - u - nit - ed, for he lives.
in the los - ing and the win - ning we hold fast.
in a song that has no end - ing. A - men

THE BAPTISMAL RITE
Please sit.

The minister addresses the baptismal group and the congregation.

P In Holy Baptism our gracious heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death
by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are
born children of a sinful humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn
children of God and inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we
are made members of the Church which is the body of Christ. As we live with
him and with his people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of

God.
P Whom do you present to receive the Sacrament of Holy Spirit?
R [/We present Elliot James Hinson
The minister addresses the sponsors and parents.
P In Christian love you have presented this child for Holy Baptism. You should,

therefore, faithfully bring him to the services of God's house, and teach him the
Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments. As he grows in years,

you should place in his hands the Holy Scriptures and provide for his
instruction in the Christian faith, that, living in the covenant of his Baptism
and in communion with the Church, he may lead a godly life until the day of
Jesus Christ.

Do you promise to fulfill these obligations?
I do.

Please stand for the prayers.
Let us pray for he who is to be baptized and for all the baptized everywhere:

That Elliot may be redeemed from all evil and rescued from the way of sin and
death: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

That the Holy Spirit may open Elliots’ and all our hearts to your grace and
truth: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

That Elliot and all your baptized may be kept in the faith and communion of
your holy Church: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

That, with all your people, Elliot may be sent into the world in witness to your
love: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

That Elliot and all baptized may be brought to the fullness of your peace and
glory: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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The minister begins the thanksgiving.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in the
beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven and earth.
By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living things.

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom
you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and
fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land. In
the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has
set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the
joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of
cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that he who is here baptized may be given new
life. Wash away the sin of he who is cleansed by this water and bring him forth
as inheritor of your glorious kingdom.

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen

The minister addresses the baptismal group and the congregation.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the Church, the faith in which we baptize.

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?

I do.
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Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
The minister addresses those being received into membership.

The minister baptizes the candidate.

Elliot James Hinson is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Please Sit.
The Laying on of Hands (Confirmation)

The Lord be with you.
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And also with you.

God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks for freeing your
sons and daughters from the power of sin and for raising them up to a new life
through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit upon Elliot James: the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence.

Amen

The Anointing with Oil.

Elliot James Hinson, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen

A lighted candle is given to the baptized.

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the father and mother of
this child. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make them
teachers and examples of righteousness for their child. Strengthen them in
their own Baptism so they may share eternally with their child the salvation
you have given them, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Please Stand.

Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member of the priesthood
we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim the praise of God and bear
his creative and redeeming Word to all the world.

We welcome you into the Lord's family. We receive you as a fellow
member of the body of Christ, a child of the same heavenly Father, and a
worker with us in the kingdom of God.

THE PEACE

p

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

Please sit.
THE ANTHEM O Lord Most Holy Cesar Franck
O Lord most holy, O Lord most mighty,
O loving Father, Thee would we be praising alway.
Help us to know Thee, know Thee and love Thee,
Father, Father, grant us Thy truth and grace;
Father, Father, guide and defend us.
Rule Thou our willful hearts,
Keep Thine our wandering thoughts;
In all our sorrows, let us find our rest in Thee;
And in temptation’s hour, save through Thy mighty power,
Thine aid O send us; Hear us in mercy,
Show us Thy favor, so shall we live, and sing praise to Thee.
THE OFFERING
Please stand.
THE OFFERTORY
0 | pummm—
e ===
- b I I T " — B P J_dl_i
) ' I ' L I g
Let the vine- yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill tothe brim our cup of
e —= —r=
N D ™ -~ had & | | | | a8 N |
o | it I — b _— o o @ ¢ _JI_\ P 9 —
bless-ing. Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
0 | ]
AL — e m— (— P — e —
'\S\; — L — j R A S— b

o
fed with the bread of life. Gath- er the hopes and dreams of all; u



2 e, ]
[ FanYd | | | = bt | |
\ = _‘;jl ¥ I 7 | I |

nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta- ble with your
) —
NPT e S S A N O s I e
s T 5 e g

pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray.

A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE COMMUNION RITE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

p Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.
But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord;
for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by
his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring light from
darkness, life from death, speech from silence. We worship you for our lives

and for the world you give us. We thank you for the new world to come and

for the love that will rule all in all.

We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the people of your
promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the memory of
the fathers, the homecoming from exile, and the prophets' words that will not
be in vain. In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled
and will fulfill all your promises.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the



new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of THE LORD’S PRAYER

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the hallowed be thy name,
Lord's death until he comes. thy kingdom come,
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incarnation of Give us this day our daily bread;
your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made with us. We remember and forgive us our trespasses,
the sacrifice of his life: his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance as we forgive those
of death. But chiefly on this day we remember his rising from the tomb, his who trespass against us;
ascension to the seat of power, and his sending of the holy and life-giving and lead us not into temptation,
Spirit. We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come again but deliver us from evil.
in beauty and power to share with us the great and promised feast. For thine is the kingdom,
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this bread

and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may enter the n. L .
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as victorious Lord of all.
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of the Ho-1ly Spir - it all hon - or and glo - ry is grant us peace, grant us peace.
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A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.
What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
salvation.

-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

= Q

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white
grape juice is available. If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you. Please
advise an usher.

Please stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P Let us pray,

p We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

Silence for reflection.

THE BENEDICTION
P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen

THE SENDING HYMN: #499 Come,Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Please see next page.
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;

e 58 — i S e

Wi

|
I

|
I

v I
;
f
I

L =
Q

= Sesi=
A ’ i
streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.

and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a  fet - ter bind my wan-dring heart to thee.
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While the  hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,

Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to  leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.
he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in- ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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THE DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude Allegro Maurice Duruflé
1L
hd
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SAVE THE DATE

VACATION BIBLE
SCHooOL

July 26 - 28, 2026

All volunteers will be required to have
a current Safe Gatherings background
check. Contact the church office to
volunteer.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Consider signing up to provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday. It’s a simple and
meaningful way to honor a loved one, celebrate a special occasion, or mark an important
date.
After worship, any remaining flowers are shared with members of our congregation who
are homebound. Scan code to sign up!

AMAZING GRACE BLESSING BOX INITIATIVE
Amazing Grace's Life Skills Lab program continues to keep the Blessing Box stocked every
Tuesday and Thursday in partnership with the 1CAN Organization. You can join in this
ongoing effort by donating non-perishable food or hygiene items. The red Blessing Box
collection bin will remain on the portico counter and serve as a year-round ministry
opportunity.

TRY THE CHOIR - YOU MIGHT BE SURPRISED!

Many people assume you must be “really talented” to join a choir. In our church,
we believe something simpler: if you have a willing heart and a desire to contribute, you
belong here. The Parish Choir and Bell Choir do more than rehearse—they build
community, support one another, and help lead the congregation in worship. You don’t
need prior choir experience, and you don’t need to be able to “read every note.” You will
be welcomed by friendly members who will help you get oriented, answer questions, and
make sure you feel at home from your very first rehearsal. Come explore—there is truly a
place for everyone. To learn more, speak with any choir member, or contact Dr. Kevin
Estes (kevin@sjnc.net). For Bell Choir details, please contact Brad Davis

(cbdsax@gmail.com).

STAY CONNECTED!
Sign up to receive our weekly Ring Out e-newsletter for news, events, and ministry updates.

Follow us on social media:
Facebook & Instagram: @stjamesnc
YouTube: @stjameslutheranconcord
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