Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple
to find their home in God with
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

aint (ames
Eﬁhzranj Ghurth

A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the
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FIRST SUNDAY OF

ADVENT
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Introduction to Today’s Worship

The new church year begins with a wake-
up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s
readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to
wake from sleep, for we know neither the day
nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims
the day when God will gather all people on the
holy mountain and there will be no more war
or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for
the promised day of salvation, we wait for what
we already have: Christ comes among us this
day as the word and meal that strengthens our
faith in the promises of God.



We Welcome Everyone on this Lord’s Day
to the Liturgy of Holy Communion.

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this
place and in this liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the
liturgy should you have any questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign
the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor or
to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and
kneeling) in Lutheran worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,
according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For
those who desire it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the
Education Building.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED) are located outside the church office door, immediately behind the
Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call
from the Pastor, please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education
Building.

Join Saint James Lutheran St. James YouTube Channel
Church Facebook and Instagram
groups
Send the Joseph Beasley any pictures and/
or articles you would like to have posted at

joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com °
n @stjamesnc

Go to youtube.com/
@stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.
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GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Sleepers, Wake! A Voice is Calling Johann Seb. Bach

Congregational Responses in Bold

(Stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast

love endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the " Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound! CHESTERFIELD
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

SONG

A Candle is Burning v.1

~Rinker Family

(tune: Away in a Manger)

1. A candle is burning, a flame warm and
bright, a candle of HOPE in December’s
dark night. While angels sing blessings
from heaven’s starry sky, Our hearts we
prepare now for Jesus is nigh.

2. A candle is burning, a candle of PEACE,
a candle to signal that conflict must cease.
For Jesus is coming to show us the way,

a message of Peace humbly laid in the hay

3. A candle is burning, a candle of JOY,

a candle to welcome brave Mary’s new boy.
Our hearts fill with wonder and eyes light
and glow, as Joy brightens gloom like the
sunshine on snow.

4. A candle is burning, a candle of LOVE,
a candle to point us to heaven above.

A baby for Christmas, a wonderful birth,
For Jesus is bringing God’s Love to our
earth.

PRAYER

Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep us
awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us as we light
this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not know the
day or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray, Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save
us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your
salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

Amen.

(Sit)

YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
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FIRST READING ISAIAH 2:1-5

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal
reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us
walk in the light of that Lord now!”

A reading from Isaiah, the second chapter.

he word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to

come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many
peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the
house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his
paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem. ‘He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 50 house of
Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PsALMm 122

SECOND READING ROMANS 13:11-14

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming
in the future.

A reading from Romans, the thirteenth chapter.

esides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake

from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the
night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on
the armor of light; 3let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness,
not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 4Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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(Stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e - ter - nal life.

HoLY GOSPELL. MATTHEW 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our
normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the
Son of Man will come unannounced.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples, 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 33For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, 3%and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be
the coming of the Son of Man. 49Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one
will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will
be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 4$3But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into. 4Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
unexpected hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)

SERMON Pastor Craig
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HYMN OF THE DAY God of Grace and God of Glory CWM RHONDDA
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APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for
new hope.
A brief silence.

God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the
urgent needs of our time, especially we pray for the Rev. Ward Misenheimer and our
sisters and brothers in Advent Lutheran Church in Charlotte, NC. Break down barriers
of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work.
God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of
sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places,
and protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor.
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the
land of Jesus’ birth. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger.
Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are
sick or needing your care especially those we name out loud and in the silence of our
hearts. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations
in transition or conflict. Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and
ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful
who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints
with rejoicing. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and

join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

(Stand)
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will
also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Cantor; then all.
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of
creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your
promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are

you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made
flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take
flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the
Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you
desire to receive Communion, please proceed to the altar by way of the center
aisle. The ushers will direct you. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For
those unable to partake of wine, grape juice is available in the center circle of the
tray. Those who do not commune may come forward for a blessing. After communing,
please use the outside aisle to return to your seat. Communion will be brought to
persons in the pews who are unable to come forward to the altar. Please advise an
usher if you wish the pastor to do so.

LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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ANTHEM AT COMMUNION
Come Thou Long Expected Jesus Joseph Running

(Stand)
PosST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread
of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world
and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING

God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the

Holy Spirit, # bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding MERTON
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3 See the Lamb,so long ex - pect -ed, come with par-dondown from heav’'n.
4 So, when next he comes in glo-ry and the world is wrapped in fear,
5 Hon-or, glo-ry, might,and bless-ing to the Fa -ther and the Son
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“Cast a - way thc works of dark-ness, all you chil-dren of the day!”
Christ,our sun, all sloth dis - pel -ling, shinesup - on the morn-ing skies.
Let us haste, with tears of sor-row, one and all, to be for-giv'n
he  will shield us with his mer-cy and with words of love draw near.
with the ev -er - last-ing Spir - it while un-end-ing a - ges run!
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ 1s near.

Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Praise the Lord, He Cometh Randall DeBruyn

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT

MISSO EMMANUEL—LAME OF GOD Contributors: Richard Prols Musie—© 1991 GIA Publications, Ine, Used with permission under ONE
LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

MISS0O EMMANUEL—HOLY HOLY Contributors: Richard Prolx Music—© 1991 GIA Publications, Ine. Used with permission under ONE
LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS Contributors: Joseph Running Words and Musie © 1995 MorningStar Music Publishers/Birnamwood
Publications Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CoNCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James.................Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

Rev. Craig Saltzer, Interim Pastor
csaltzer@triad.rr.com

Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sinc.net

Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sine.net
Scott F, Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music scott@sjnc.net

Mike Holt, Youth and Family

mvholt1957@vahoo.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
lunch995065@aol.com

Kathryn Radeliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Ann Blackwelder, President
Debbie Davis, Vice President
Chris Miller, Secretary
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Joseph Beasley
Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
Beth Huss
Frank Irvin
Jon Miller
Mark Murphy
Dee Pieschel

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all inf

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

rmation to the church office at

OUR STEWARDSHIP

28-Nov Kyleigh Hughes
29-Nov Garrett Baker
30-Nov Patrick Matthews
02-Dec Betsy Ballard
02-Dec Al Brown, Jr.
02-Dec Blake Green
02-Dec Nathan Larkin
02-Dec Jaxon Yow
03-Dec Christine Ruff

Sunday, November 27
9:00 am Sunday School
9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship

Monday, November 28
10:30 am Quilter's Group
6:30 pm Scouts

Wednesday, November 30
2:00 pm Staff Meeting

5:30 pm Weds Together
6:00 pm Handbells

7:00 pm Parish Choir

9:30 pm College Online

Friday, December 2
6:30 pm Parent’s Night Out
Salvarion Army Bell Ringing

Saturday, December 3
10:00—4:00 Blood Drive

Sunday, December 4
9:00 am Sunday School
9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship
6:00 pm SJ Tree Lighting

FLOWERS:

The altar flowers today are
given by Gretchen Walker
and Laurie Miller to the
Glory of God and in
memory of their mother,
Susan Murray, on her
Birthday.

Contributions and Receipts
for November 20, 2022
$6,609.13
($7,371.00 needed for weekly)

PRAYER LIST
¢ Advent Lutheran
Church, Charlotte, NC
Jimmy Summers
Martha Summers
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Alex Barnhardt
Clary Phillips
Jim Weisel
Heather Thayer,

granddaughter of Terri
Fleck

* * > P

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor:
Kenny Propst

Communion Assistant:
Margaret Garrison

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Jacob and Josh Rinker

Greeter:
Joyce Smith

Ushers: Mike Downs, Al
Brown, Sid Hughes, Bill
Hardister, Luke Baker

Building Supervisor:
Kenny Propst

Videographer:
Kenny and Annette Propst

Advent Wreath Lighting
Rinker Family




