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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
JANUARY 10, 2021 

WELCOME 
 

CHORAL PRELUDE           Children of the Heav’nly Father 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  
     Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with 
God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 
moved over the waters and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit. 
 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all 
we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your 
forgiveness, grace, and love. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
now and forever.   
     Amen. 
 
 

 

104 Union Street South 
Concord, North Carolina  28025 

 
Office Phone: 704.786.0166 

Website:  www.sjnc.net    
 

O ur re-creation in 

baptism is an image of 

the Genesis creation, where 

the Spirit of God moved over 

the waters. Both Mark’s 

gospel and the story in Acts 

make clear that it is the 

Spirit’s movement that 

distinguishes Jesus’ baptism 

from John’s. The Spirit has 

come upon us as upon Jesus 

and the Ephesians, calling 

us God’s beloved children 

and setting us on Jesus’ 

mission to re-create the 

world in the image of God’s 

vision of justice and peace.  

Children of the heav’nly Father.  
Safely in His bosom gather, 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven.  
Such a refuge, e’er was given. 
 

God His own doth tend and nourish, 
In His holy courts they flourish.  
From all evil things He spares 
them; In His mighty arms He bears 
them.   

Though He giveth or He taketh, God 
His children n’er forsaketh; His the 
loving purpose solely.  To preserve 
them pure and holy.  To preserve 
them pure and holy. 
 
 
Arr. Wallingform Riegger 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.          
     And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your 
grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
        Amen. 
 
 

 
 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 1:1-5 
Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This familiar story was good news for the Israelites, 

who experienced much chaos in their history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create new life.  
 

A reading from Genesis, the first chapter. 
 

I n the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God 
separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  
 
 

 The Word of the Lord.       
     Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 29 
 

A reading from Psalm Twenty-Nine. 
  

1 Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 

    worship the LORD in holy splendor. 
3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

    the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 

    the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

    the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

    and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

    the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, 

    and strips the forest bare; and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 
10 The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

    the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 
11 May the LORD give strength to his people! 

    May the LORD bless his people with peace! 
 

The Word of the Lord.          
     Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
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SECOND READING:  Acts 19:1-7 
In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of 
baptism in the name of Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers them with gifts of the 
Spirit.  
 

A reading from Acts, the nineteenth chapter. 
 

W hile Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, 
“Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized 
with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that 
is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid 
his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7altogether there were about twelve of them.  
 

The Word of the Lord.      
     Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL    Mark 1:4-11 
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will 

baptize others with the Holy Spirit.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Mark, the first chapter.      

     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

J ohn the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 

to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  9In 

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                      
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HYMN                                         Beautiful Savior 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Truly I'd love thee, 

 truly I'd serve thee, 

 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 

 bright the sparkling stars on high; 

 Jesus shines brighter, 

 Jesus shines purer 

 than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

 Lord of the nations, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Glory and honor, 

 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 
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NICENE CREED 
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we 

profess our faith. 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 

 salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

 Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

 the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

 no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

 and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

 spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

 the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 

people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the 

forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 

     Have mercy, O God. 
 

For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s goodness is 

revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us pray. 

     Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for peacemakers 

amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray. 

     Have mercy, O God. 
 

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who show them mercy, for 

the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who suffer, that God shower compassion, let us 

pray. 

     Have mercy, O God. 
 

For this congregation, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in their daily work, that 

all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray. 

     Have mercy, O God. 
 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire us in 

our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 

     Have mercy, O God. 
 

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among 

us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

     Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

        and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son,  

and Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

     Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 

     Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 
  

 

 

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins! 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net 

   Jimmy Marlow, Hospice  

      care at home 

PRAYER LIST 
 

All health care professionals and 
first responders including:   
   Deb Bradshaw 
 Lauri Fowler 
 DeeDee Gilbert  
   Annette Propst 
 Meagan Lambert  
   Alison Monk 
 Jason and Stephanie Matthews 
 Dr Bradley Propst, son of    
    Kenny and Annette Propst 
 Sam  Hurley, son of Elizabeth 
    Hurley 
 Julie Greathouse,  friend of 
    Lois Marlow 
 Betsy Waselovich, sister of   
    Golda Jay 
 Lauren, daughter of Angie   
    Buchanan 
 Dr. Stephanie Garrison, 
 daughter-in-law of Margaret 
 Garrison 
 Dr. Kevin Burns, son-in-law of 
 Margaret Garrison. 
 

If you have someone you would like 
to add to the prayer list, please 
contact Keith.  704-786-0166 and 
leave a message or email at 
keith@sjnc.net 

————————————————- 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 10-Jan.  Christine Lovelace 
 12-Jan.  David Trott 
 14-Jan.  Kim Johnson 
 14-Jan.  Lex Patterson,  Jr. 
 15-Jan.  Craig Craver 
 16-Jan.  Judy Benz 
 16-Jan.  Fred Lambert 
 16-Jan.  Jennifer Winterhalter 
 16-Jan.  Meredith Wyatt 
 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector/Intercessor:   Beth Downs 
Vocalist:  Choir Ensemble 
                         

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions and Receipts 

for January 3, 2021  
$4,270.00 

  ($7,692.00 needed for weekly) 

 

MEAL TRAIN 
What is a meal train?  There are 

times in our lives when friends and 

family ask, "What can I do to help 

out?" The answer is usually to help 

them with a meal. When many 

friends give a meal, this is a Meal 

Train. As a reminder, a meal is 

being taken to Martha and Jimmy 

Summers every Monday. Please 

consider helping in this way! Below 

is the link for the Meal Train, a 

place to electronically reserve the 

date you’d like to take a 

meal.   Sign-up Here 
 

SALVATION ARMY NIGHT 

SHELTER  Jan. 31 - Feb. 6 

St. James will be providing meals 

for the Salvation Army Shelter of 

Hope Sunday, January 31 - 

Saturday, February 6. You will 

deliver the meal to the Salvation 

Army Night Shelter at 216 

Patterson Ave SE, Concord. You do 

not have to serve the meal, only 

drop off. Provide dinner for 18-20 

adults (Please include a protein, 

vegetable, and a starch and dessert) 

Bring a gallon of milk for breakfast. 

If you have any questions, contact 

Mark Murphy. Sign-up Here 

 

ONLINE GIVING 
Giving online is easy and allows 

you to set up automatic recurring 

contributions or make a one time 

contribution and view your 

complete online giving history from 

anywhere you have access to the 

Internet. In a few short minutes, 

you can make a one-time gift or set 

up a donation that will process 

automatically on a recurring basis. 

Recurring donations 

are convenient and 

provide our church 

with much needed 

consistent support 

throughout the year.   
 
 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

104 UNION STREET SOUTH 

PO BOX 684 

CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA  28025 

 CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166 

WEBSITE  www.sjnc.net 

   

DIRECTORY 
Members of Saint James..............…Ministers 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith…..….Bishop 

 

SAINT JAMES STAFF 
 

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw……...Senior Pastor 

tony@sjnc.net 
 

Jill Irvin………….…..Finance Administrator 

jill@sjnc.net 
 

Mike Holt…….………...…..Youth and Family 

mvholt1957@yahoo.com 
 

Keith Sutton…..……....Parish Administrator 

keith@sjnc.net 
 

Cindy Cruse…...………..Hospitality Director 

ccruse98@twc.com 
 

Kathryn Radcliffe……...Nursery Coordinator 

krad3700@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Joseph Beasley ................ President 

Golda Jay.................. Vice President 

Ann Blackwelder ............. Secretary 

Beth Huss ......................... Treasurer 
 

Samantha Hillegass 

Elizabeth Hurley 

Hunter Huss 

Nick Lovelace 

Chris Miller 

Jon Miller 

Mac Mullins 

Mark Murphy 

Al Pieschel 

Kenny Propst 

 
 

    @stjamesnc 
 

OFFICE HOURS   

M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00 

Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00  

 

Join Saint James Lutheran 

Church  Facebook and 

Instagram groups—send Jeremy 

Jay any pictures and/or articles you 

would like to have posted at                   

jeremy@pbnjay.com 

 
 

St. James YouTube Channel 

Search for St. James Lutheran 

Church Concord NC and subscribe. 

https://mealtrain.com/yol30k
https://forms.gle/vixrPWAV9XJMdJz5A

