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 SECOND SUNDAY  

OF CHRISTMAS 
JANUARY 3, 2021 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE          Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
     Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love  
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.   Amen. 
  

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is held for reflection and self-examination 
 

Most merciful God, 
 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
 ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
 and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 
 left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
 sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
 us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
 will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
 name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
     Amen. 
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W ithin the gospel 

reading’s profound 

words lies the simple 

message that God is 

revealed in a human person. 

Though we may try to 

understand how the Word 

existed with God from the 

beginning of time, the 

wonder we celebrate at 

Christmas is that the Word 

continues to dwell among 

us. Christ comes among us 

in the gathered assembly, 

the scriptures, the waters of 

new birth, and the bread 

and the wine. Through these 

ordinary gifts we receive the 

fullness of God’s grace and 

truth.  
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.          
     And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you illumine our world with 

your beloved Son. By your Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and turn us toward the light of Jesus Christ 

our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     Amen. 
 

 
 

 

FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31:7-14 
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gifts of food 

and livestock. Young women will express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.  
 

A reading from Jeremiah, the thirty-first chapter. 
 

T hus says the LORD:  Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the 
nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I 

am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they 
shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let 
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a 
father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in 
the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd 
a flock.” 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of 
the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life 
shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13Then shall the young women 
rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I 
will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my 
people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD.   
 

 The Word of the Lord.       
     Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM:  Psalm 147:12-20 
  

12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 
    Praise your God, O Zion! 
13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates; 
    he blesses your children within you. 
14 He grants peace within your borders; 
    he fills you with the finest of wheat. 
15 He sends out his command to the earth; 
    his word runs swiftly. 
16 He gives snow like wool; 
    he scatters frost like ashes. 
17 He hurls down hail like crumbs— 
    who can stand before his cold? 
18 He sends out his word, and melts them; 
    he makes his wind blow, and the waters flow. 
19 He declares his word to Jacob, 
    his statutes and ordinances to Israel. 
20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation; 
    they do not know his ordinances.  Praise the LORD!  
 

The Word of the Lord.          
     Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
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SECOND READING:  Ephesians 1:3-14 
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have 
been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.  
 

A reading from Ephesians, the first chapter. 
 

B lessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 

world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through 
Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he 
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 
Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of 
him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set 
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise 
of his glory.  
 

The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL:   John 1:1-18  
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were created. This Word became flesh 

and brought grace and truth to the world.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the first chapter.    Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

I n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came 

into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh 
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and 
truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one 
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
     Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                                                                      Rev. Dr. Tom Ridenhour                                           

 

HYMN                     Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 

 and the mountains in reply, 

 echoing their joyous strains. 

 

Refrain 

 Gloria in excelsis Deo; 

 gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 

 Why your joyous strains prolong? 

 What the gladsome tidings be 

 which inspire your heav'nly song?  Refrain 

 

3 Come to Bethlehem and see  

 him whose birth the angels sing; 

 come, adore on bended knee 

 Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,             

we profess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of the earth. Protect your church 

from stumbling. Let it not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us radiant with goodness, 

that we might live always to the praise of your glory. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor. Hold the ecosystems of this 

earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show 

us new ways to live in harmony with the world around us. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

You overflow with grace upon grace. Expand the imaginations of those who serve in positions of 

authority. Open their hearts to the needs of their nations and communities. Protect all those in harm’s 

way and those risking danger for the sake of others. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off, excluded, or defeated. 

Accompany those living with chronic and invisible illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those 

who labor under the weight of pain or sickness. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

You come to us in the beauty of darkness and of light. Bring justice and reconciliation to communities 

divided by oppressions and misuse of power. Guide us to speak holy words of advocacy and truth. Help us 

to honor your image in one another. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in faith. With all the saints, give 

us our inheritance in Christ. In the fullness of time, gather us all together in your mercy. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the 

name of Jesus. 

     Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

        and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
The blessings of Almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 

you forever. 

     Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

     Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 
     Joy to the World                                                                                                         arr. Fred Bock 

  

 

 

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COPYRIGHT 

 



SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS Page 7 SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

 

 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net 

PRAYER LIST 
  

 Jimmy Marlow 
 Gaye Gordon, the Pieschel’s son-
 in-law’s mother 
All health care professionals and 
first responders including:   
   Deb Bradshaw 
 Lauri Fowler 
 DeeDee Gilbert  
   Annette Propst 
 Meagan Lambert  
   Alison Monk 
 Jason and Stephanie Matthews 
 Dr Bradley Propst, son of    
    Kenny and Annette Propst 
 Sam  Hurley, son of Elizabeth 
    Hurley 
 Julie Greathouse,  friend of 
    Lois Marlow 
 Betsy Waselovich, sister of   
    Golda Jay 
 Lauren, daughter of Angie   
    Buchanan 
 Dr. Stephanie Garrison, 
 daughter-in-law of Margaret 
 Garrison 
 Dr. Kevin Burns, son-in-law of 
 Margaret Garrison. 
 

If you have someone you would like 
to add to the prayer list, please 
contact Keith.  704-786-0166 and 
leave a message or email at 
keith@sjnc.net 

————————————————- 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
   03-Jan.   Betty Bell 
 04-Jan.   Susie Kartheiser 
 06-Jan.   Jon Miller 
 06-Jan.   Karen Rezza 
 07-Jan.   Stephanie Deville 
 07-Jan.   Arthur Glatz 
 07-Jan.   Nic Whisnant 
 08-Jan.   Brad Davis 
 09-Jan.   Andrew Propst 
 09-Jan.   Benjamin Propst 
 09-Jan.   Heidi Propst 
 

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector/Intercessor: 
       Jodi Ramirez 
Vocalist:    
        Choir Ensemble 
        

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions and Receipts 

for December 27, 2020  
$10,418.05 

  ($8,414.00 needed for weekly) 

 

CUDDLE UP COAT DRIVE 
The Cabarrus Partnership for 
Children kicked off its 14th annual 
Cuddle Up Coat Drive on October 
1st. This winter, more than ever, we 
need your help to ensure all of our 
community's children are warm.  In 
an effort to keep our families, 
children, and staff safe, we will not 
be accepting coats, socks, 
underwear, mittens or hats this 
year. Instead we are asking for 
checks (written to St. James 
Lutheran Church, note Coat Drive 
in the memo line), so that the 
Partnership staff can purchase the 
coats and winter items that local 
children need. 
 

ONLINE GIVING 
Giving online is 

easy and allows you 

to set up automatic 

r e c u r r i n g 

contributions or 

make a one time 

contribution and 

view your complete 

online giving history from 

anywhere you have access to the 

Internet. In a few short minutes, 

you can make a one-time gift or set 

up a donation that will process 

automatically on a recurring basis. 

Recurring donations are convenient 

and provide our church with much 

needed  cons is tent  suppor t 

throughout the year.   
 

 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

104 UNION STREET SOUTH 

PO BOX 684 

CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA  28025 

 CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166 

WEBSITE  www.sjnc.net 

   

DIRECTORY 
Members of Saint James..............…Ministers 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith…..….Bishop 

 

SAINT JAMES STAFF 
 

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw……...Senior Pastor 

tony@sjnc.net 
 

Jill Irvin………….…..Finance Administrator 

jill@sjnc.net 
 

Mike Holt…….………...…..Youth and Family 

mvholt1957@yahoo.com 
 

Keith Sutton…..……....Parish Administrator 

keith@sjnc.net 
 

Cindy Cruse…...………..Hospitality Director 

ccruse98@twc.com 
 

Kathryn Radcliffe……...Nursery Coordinator 

krad3700@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Joseph Beasley ................... President 

Golda Jay.................. Vice President 

Ann Blackwelder ............. Secretary 

Beth Huss ......................... Treasurer 
 

Ann Blackwelder 

Samantha Hillegass 

Elizabeth Hurley 

Hunter Huss 

Nick Lovelace 

Chris Miller 

Jon Miller 

Mac Mullins 

Mark Murphy 

Al Pieschel 

 

 
 

    @stjamesnc 
 

OFFICE HOURS   

M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00 

Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00  

 

Join Saint James Lutheran 

Church  Facebook and 

Instagram groups—send Jeremy 

Jay any pictures and/or articles you 

would like to have posted at   

jeremy@pbnjay.com 

 
 

St. James YouTube Channel 

Search for St. James Lutheran 

Church Concord NC and subscribe                  


