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We Welcome Everyone on this Lord’s Day
to the Liturgy of Holy Communion.

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this
place and in this liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the
liturgy should you have any questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign
the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor or
to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and
kneeling) in Lutheran worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,
according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For
those who desire it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the
Education Building. In keeping with CDC guidelines, and for the safety of
our children, masks must be worn by nursery attendants and children two
years old and older.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED) are located outside the church office door, immediately behind the
Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call
from the Pastor, please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education
Building.

Join Saint James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Jeremy Jay any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at jeremy@pbnjay.com

“ @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel

Go to www.yvoutube.com and search for St. James Lutheran Church Concord NC and subscribe.
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GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Chorale Prelude on Rhosymedre ~R. Vaughan Williams

Congregational Responses in Bold

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Most. merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GREETING
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
He has defeated the powers of death;
Alleluia! Alleluia!
He has the words of eternal life;
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete
in everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-
pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
WORD

FIRST READING ACTS 9:36-43

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the communily of Joppa. Her kindness and her work
with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her
back to life through the power of prayer.

A reading from Acts, the ninth chapter.

Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek
is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time
she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room
upstairs. 3Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was
there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without
delay.” 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 1Peter
put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the
body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she
sat up. **He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and
widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known throughout Joppa, and
many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a
certain Simon, a tanner.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PsALM 23 (Congregation chants bold verses, Choir chants others)
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IThe LORD! is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name’s sake.
{Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5You prepare a table before me in the presence ! of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

SECOND READING REVELATION 7:9-17

Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who
vanquishes sin and suffering.

A reading from Revelation, the seventh chapter.

fter this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count,

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before
the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their
hands. 9They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who
is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” "And all the angels stood around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their
faces before the throne and worshiped God, '2singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.” 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are
these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14 said to him, “Sir, you
are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out
of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. »For this reason they are before the throne of God, and
worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who i1s seated on the
throne will shelter them. continued...
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16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor
any scorching heat; "for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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HoLY GOSPEL JOHN 10:22-30

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are one.
Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his

hand.
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, 23and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of
Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you
keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25Jesus answered, “1
have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name
testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my
sheep. 27’My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28] give them
eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my
hand. 22What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can
snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30The Father and I are one.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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Stand

NICENE CREED

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we profess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Kneel or sit, as able

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us
unfailing trust, unafraid to join in Jesus’ work of renewing all things. We
especially pray for the Rev. Fred Mitschke and our sisters and brothers in Christ
at Bethpage Lutheran church in Lincolnton, NC. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose
environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult
journeys. Prosper your creation for the sake of every living thing. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother’s Day.
Accompany those yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family
relationships and open us to receive your nurturing love from all who serve
mothering roles in our lives. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation, especially
those whom we now name before you with our lips and in the silence of our
hearts. Set people in their path who can provide the care they need, and wipe
away every tear from their eyes. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to
stretch our understanding. Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to
your waters of life. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

ANTHEM AT THE PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR
Lift High the Cross ~arr. Todd Wilson
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HoLy COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal lamb who gave himself

to take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, with angels and archangels,
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your
anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you
for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice,
peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.

Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you
desire to receive Communion, please proceed toward the chancel steps by way of the
center aisle. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake
of wine, grape juice is available in the center circle of the tray. Those who do not
commune may come forward for a blessing. Afier communing, please use the outside
aisle to return to your seat. Communion will be brought to persons in the pews who
are unable to come forward. Please advise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.
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ANTHEM AT COMMUNION
The Gift of Love ~Hal H. Hopson

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

PosST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may
show forth your glory to all the world; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and raise you to life,
both now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN O Christ, Your Heart Compassionate (Next Page)
DISMISSAL

Alleluia, Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Go 1n peace, proclaim the resurrection.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia!

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Trumpet Voluntary in D ~John Stanley

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT

RHOSYMEDRE: PRELUDE Contrmbutor: Ralph Vaughan Williams Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

O CHRIST, YOUR HEART COMPASSIONATE Contributors: Herman Stuempfle Text: © 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used with permission under
ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

THE GIFT OF LOVE Contributors: Hal Hopson, Tune: © 1972, 2018 Hope Publishing Company Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-
T36002 All rights reserved.

TRUMPET VOLUNTARY IN D Contributors: John Stanley Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved
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SENDING HYMN
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SAINT JAMES

LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO BoXx 684

CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166

WEBSITE www.sjne.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James.................Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

Rev. Tony Bradshaw, Senior Pastor

tonv@sjnc.net

Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator

keith@sjne.net

Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator

Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music scott@sjnc.net

Mike Holt, Youth and Family

mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator

krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Ann Blackwelder, President
Debbie Davis, Vice President
Chris Miller, Secretary
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Joseph Beasley
Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
Hunter Huss
Frank Irvin
Jon Miller
Mark Murphy
Dee Pieschel

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all information to the church office at
17

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

OUR STEWARDSHIP

08-May Patricia McDonough
09-May Anne Readling
11-May Hollis Miller

14-May Lisa Folino

CALENDAR THIS WEEK
Sunday, May 8
9:00 am Adult & Children’s
Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

Monday, May 9
10:30 am Quilting Group
6:30 pm Scouts

Wednesday, May 11
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, May 15
9:00 am Adult & Children’s
Sunday School
10:00 am Worship

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor:
Gretchen Walker
Communion Assistant:
Kim Haberman
Acolyte/Crucifer:

Bookbearer:

Ushers: Mike Downs, Al
Brown, Sid Hughes, Bill
Hardister, Luke Baker

FLOWERS: The flowers
today are given by Tommy
Propst to the Glory of God
and in memory of his
mother, May Ruth Propst.

Contributions and Receipts
for May 1, 2022

($7,371.00 needed for weekly)

PRAYER LIST

¢ Bethpage Lutheran
Church, Lincolnton, NC

¢ Jimmy Summers

¢ Patsy Black

If you have someone vou would like

to add to the prayer list, please

contact Keith at 704-786-0166 and

leave a message or email al

keith@sinc.net

NEW MEMBERS If you have
been worshiping at St. James
and are interested in
membership, please contact
Pastor Tony tony@sjnc.net or
704-786-0166. New members
will be received on May 22.




