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WELCOME

PRELUDE
Non vos relinquam orphanos Gerald Near (b. 1942)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

esus does not abandon his Amen.

followers. Through the

Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to

Almighty God, to who all hearts are open, all desires known and
from whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

abide with his di.sciples of by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
every generation. As you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ
Pentecost draws near, we our Lord.

are reminded that the risen Amen.

Christ dwells in us as the If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
Spirit of truth. We receive in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will
this Spirit in baptism and forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

pray that in our gathering Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

around the Lord’s table the Most merciful God,

Spirit will transform us to we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot

be the body of the risen free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
Christ in the world. word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we

have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart, we have not love our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of # Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.




GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray, Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mer-

cy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Je-

sus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Acts 17:22-31

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition.
He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the world with
Jjustice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

A reading from Acts, the seventeenth chapter.

P aul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in
every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I
found among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From
one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps
grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and
move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an im-
age formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human igno-
rance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 3'because he has fixed a day on which he will
have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given as-
surance to all by raising him from the dead.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. In baptism we are
made clean to act in accordance with what is right.

A reading from 1 Peter, the third chapter.

ho will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do suffer for doing what is

right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 5but in your hearts
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an ac-
counting for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put
to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for do-
ing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 1%n which also he went
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 2who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt
from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers
made subject to him.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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HoLY GOSPEL John 14:15-21

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit,
who will be with them forever.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

esus said to the disciples: 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 1"This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he
abides with you, and he will be in you. 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. °In a little
while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 200n that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21'They who have my commandments
and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
them and reveal myself to them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Guest vocalist, Ilana Lubitsch
0 ; . .
)’ Amru— T . - ! ] ! I
G ) Jl e ) e
AN\IV 7 v D _‘—J b [ [
J ~— [ ~ f |
1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav'n, to
4 Fin - ish then thy new «cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
A — T by s s
o o ¢ | - — o t;u o - ——— e
J S— — ! ~ ' |
earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
let us  be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
S e e e m— T —— =
b=z e o, 045 70 P rlres
J ~— ' ' I 1 | |
faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
f— —— —— | |
W — — & | 1 e *
») | | L - | | |
pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
till in heav’n we  take our place, till we cast our
D i S
G SIS = ==r—=="
T T T l
thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER Page 3 SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH




NICENE CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we
profess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and
places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Abiding God, you have revealed yourself to us in the form of your Son, Jesus Christ. Embolden your
church, as your followers, to reveal your love to everyone in our speaking and in our living. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

You are the creator of heaven and earth. Revitalize the health of oceans, rivers, lakes, springs, glaciers,
and other bodies of water that give life to your creatures. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy to the oppressed, and
speak truth to power through your prophets. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You come near to us when we are lost, and you hear our distress. Comfort with the grace of your Holy
Spirit all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Protect those whose work is difficult and
dangerous. Have mercy on those to whom death draws near. Bring consolation to those in sorrow or
mourning. And to all grant a measure of your love, taking them into your tender care. Lord in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Your commandments are good and merciful. Sanctify our homes with your presence and joy. Give us
courage to take hold of our baptismal promises to work for justice, stand with the voiceless, care for the
neighbor, feed the hungry, comfort the hopeless, and free the oppressed and imprisoned in body, mind,
and spirit. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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You remain with us always, O God, and your kingdom has no end. We remember the saints who have
gone before us. Unite us forever in your final victory over death. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia.

BLESSING

Almighty God, the Father, ¥ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and raise you to life, both now and forever.
Amen.

DISSMISSAL
Go in peace, proclaim the resurrection!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

POSTLUDE
Erschienen ist der herrliche Tag, BWV 629 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 - 1750)

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins/!
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
104 UNION STREET SOUTH
PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28025
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

PRAYER LIST

Bill Hardister

Family of Mark Tunacik,

nephew of Mark Murphy

All health care professionals
and first responders including:

Dr Bradley Propst, son of
Kenny and Annette Propst

Sam Hurley, son of Elizabeth
Hurley

Lisa Snyder, friend of Debbie
Wilkinson

Julie Greathouse, friend of
Lois Marlow

Betsy Waselovich, sister of
Golda Jay

Lauren, daughter of Angie
Buchanan

Dr. Stephanie Garrison,

daughter-in-law of Margaret

Garrison

Dr. Kevin Burns, son-in-law of

Margaret Garrison.

Jason and Stephanie Matthews

Deb Bradshaw

Lauri Fowler

DeeDee Gilbert

Annette Propst

If you have someone you would like
to add to the prayer list, please
contact Keith. 704-786-0166 and
leave a message or email at
keith@sjnc.net

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
17-May Liz Klein
18-May Dare Godfrey
18-May Harrison Propst
18-May Amy Whisnant
19-May Nick Lovelace
20-May Greg Hartman
20-May Rich Rezza
20-May Louise Walker
21-May Beverly Heilig
21-May Ethan Patterson
22-May Wayne King
23-May Grayson Downs
23-May Mason Overby

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and Receipts
for May 3 & 10, 2020
$15,746.00
(316,828.00 needed for 2 weeks)

COOK SCHOLARSHIPS

In 1968, John M. Cook, Jr
established an endowment to assist
college and graduate students who
are members of St. James Lutheran
Church to help pay their tuition.
The Cook Trust Fund Committee is
now accepting applications for the
fall and spring semesters of the
school year 2020/2021. Please
contact the church office by phone
or email keith@sjnc.net to receive
a first time or returning
application. The deadline to return
the application will be June 1st,
2020 to be considered for a
scholarship this fall. Please contact
Kenny Propst with any questions
that you may have regarding the
application process at 704-467-2300
or fcpinc@vnet.net

CCM FOOD DRIVE

St. James is hosting a food drive on
Sunday, May 17 from 10:00 a.m. -
Noon. You will be able to pull
under the portico and someone will
unload your donations. See the
website for more information and a
donation list. www.sjnc.net

Join Saint James Lutheran
Church Facebook and
Instagram groups—send Jeremy
Jay any pictures and/or articles you
would like to have posted at
jeremy@pbnjay.com

St. James YouTube Channel
Search for St. James Lutheran
Church Concord NC and subscribe.

Music Copyright Information

"Non vos relinquam orphanos" from A Gregorian Liturgical
Year, Vol. 2, arr. by Gerald Near. Copyright © 2012 by
Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of
MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. www.morningstar
music.com All rights reserved. Used by permission.

n @stjamesnc

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00
Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw......... Senior Pastor
tony@sjnc.net

Mike Holt.....oceuvvnenennnnnnen. Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Keith Sutton............... Parish Administrator
keith@sjnc.net

Jill Irvin.......oeneeeneee. Finance Administrator
jill@sjnc.net

Rob Keene........ Director of Music Ministries
rob@sjnc.net

Cindy Cruse................. Hospitality Director
ccruse98@twe.com

Kathryn Radcliffe......... Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Kenny Propst, President
fcpinc@vnet.net

Joseph Beasley, Vice President
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com

Golda Jay, Secretary
waselovich@gmail.com

Beth Huss, Treasurer
bethahuss82@gmail.com

Ann Blackwelder.......... ablackwe89@aol.com
Al Brown, Jr......... 1973yellowbug@gmail.com
Samantha Hillegass....... Hillegass4@aol.com
Elizabeth Hurley....elizabeth_hurley@us.aflac.com

Hunter Huss .......... hunter@hunterhuss.com
Nick Lovelace......... nick.lovelace@gmail.com
Mac Mullins........ mciver.mullins@gmail.com
Mark Murphy ... markncgolf@carolina.rr.com
Al Piescheli.i....iiveuiiininnin. apieschel@ctc.net

Jodi Ramirez...... jramirez@kannapolisnc.gov
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