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A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the

Evangclical Lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where yvou can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join wus as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the
spiritual seeker and seasoned
disciple to find their home in
God with us. If you are looking
for a spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

SEVENTH SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY

FEBRUARY 20, 2022
10:00 A.M.

Introduction to Today’s Worship

|h\ {I ercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in
Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel.

The Spirit guides us into merciful lives with
the power of forgiveness to reconcile what is
fractured and divided. Such merciful living is
the baptismal blessing of having put on Christ.
It 1s the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It 1s a
reflection of God’s glory revealed in Christ.



We Welcome Everyone on this Lord’s Day
to the Liturgy of Holy Communion.

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this
place and in this liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the
Liturgy should you have any questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign
the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor or
to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and
kneeling) in Lutheran worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,
according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For
those who desire it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the
Education Building. In keeping with CDC guidelines, and for the safety of
our children, masks must be worn by nursery attendants and children two
years old and older.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED) are located outside the church office door, immediately behind the
Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call
from the Pastor, please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education
Building.

Join Saint James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Jeremy Jay any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at jeremyv@pbnjayv.com

n @stjamesnce

St. James YouTube Channel

Go to www.youtube.com and search for St. James Lutheran Church Concord NC and subscribe.




(GATHERING
WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Andante Tranquillo - Sonate I11 ~Felix Mendelssohn

Congregational Responses in Bold

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the " Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN
God, When Human Bonds are Broken

8]

MERTON

| .
1 17 L 1 | |

7 i T f [ I
1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir - it come in - to our world of stress,
3 You mn us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seek re - lease
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to be more true,
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to re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us still.
for the sake of Christfor-giv-ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set wus free and grant us peace.
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to go on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we
may sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope.
Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in
your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.
WORD

Amen.
FIRST READING GENESIS 45:3-11, 15

Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals himself to them. Now the
second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to
preserve life during a devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.

A reading from Genesis, the forty-fifth chapter.

oseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his

brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. ‘Then
Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. *And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years;
and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.
God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive
for you many survivors. 850 it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land
of Egypt. “Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son
Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. °You
shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your
children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all
that you have. [ will provide for you there—since there are five more years of
famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not
come to poverty.”” 1®And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 37:1-11, 39-40

1 Do not fret because of the wicked;
do not be envious of wrongdoers,
2for they will soon fade like the grass,
and wither like the green herb.
3Trust in the LORD, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
4+Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
5 Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act.
6 He will make your vindication shine like the light,
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.
7Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; do not fret over those
who prosper in their way, over those who carry out evil devices.
8 Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath.
Do not fret—it leads only to evil.
9 For the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land.
10Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more;
though you look diligently for their place, they will not be there.
11 But the meek shall inherit the land,
and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.
39 The salvation of the righteous is from the LORD;
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.
40 The LORD helps them and rescues them; he rescues them from the wicked,
and saves them, because they take refuge in him.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING I CORINTHIANS 15:35-38, 42-50

In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Using the metaphor
of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s
perfect life into eternity.

A reading from 15t Corinthians, the fifteenth chapter.

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 3"And as for
what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of
wheat or of some other grain.

SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY age 6 SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH



38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.
4250 it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised 1s imperishable. 43It 1s sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. 4It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 4Thus it is written,
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. #6But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the
spiritual. 4"The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man 1is
from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is
the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 4¥Just as we have borne the
image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.
5%0What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
HoLY GOSPEL LUKE 6:27-38

Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to shower radical love, blessing,
forgiveness, generosily, and trust even on enemies and outsiders. Living in harmony with God's intent brings
the reward of overflowing blessing.
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the sixth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said: 2“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, 28bhless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 2°Give to everyone who begs from
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to
others as you would have them do to you. 32“If you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33If you do good
to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. 3If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 3%But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be
great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful

and the wicked. 3¢Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
continued...
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37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and 1t will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into
your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Stand
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

Kneel or sit, as able

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to
follow the leading of your love, even when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show
mercy just as we have first received mercy. We especially pray for the Rev. Craig
Saltzer and our sisters and brothers in Christ at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in
Lexington, NC. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until i1t 1s time to bloom again. Bless
farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather
for planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard
against famine and disease. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Look upon our world with mercy that we delight in an abundance of peace.
Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political
prisoners and amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue
nonviolence. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend
broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen
and deliver all whose spirits are troubled, especially those whom we now name
before you with our lips and in the silence of our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to
resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes,
and show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom. As
you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the
promise of resurrection. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ANTHEM Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether ~Harold W. Friedell
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HoOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the
birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are
you for your promise to your people. Blessed are you in the prophet’s hopes and
dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. Blessed are you for
your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We
look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your
Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift
of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.
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All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power
of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you
desire to receive Communion, please proceed toward the chancel steps by way of the
center aisle. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake
of wine, grape juice is available in the center circle of the tray. Those who do not
commune may come forward for a blessing. Afier communing, please use the outside
aisle to return to your seat. Communion will be brought to persons in the pews who
are unable to come forward. Please advise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.

Music DUrRING COMMUNION
Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal JESUS, FEED US
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PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

Amen.

PosST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth
in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world
and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING

The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the # Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon you

and remain with you forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN O Living Bread from Heaven AURELIA
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1 O liv - ing Bread from heav - en, how well you feed your guest!
2 My Lord, you here have led me with - in your ho - liest place,
3 You gave me all I want - ed: this food can death de - stroy.
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength-ened with heav'n-ly food, while here
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The gifts that you have giv - en have filled my heart with rest.
and here your-self have fed me  with trea - sures of  your grace:

And  you have free - ly grant - ed the «cup of end-less joy.
my course on earth 1s length - ened. to  serve with ho - ly  fear
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Oh. won-drous food of bless - ing. oh. cup that heals our woes!

for  you have free -ly giv - en what earth could nev - er buy,
My Lord, 1 do not mer - it the fa - vor you have shown,
And when you call my spir - it (o leave this world be - low,
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My heart, this gift  pos-sess - ing, with prais-es o - ver - flows!
the bread of life from heav - en, that now [ shall not die.

and all my soul and spir - it bow down be- fore your throne.
I en - ter, through your mer - it, where joys un- min-gled flow.
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Fanfare ~Betty L. Grise

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins/!

COPYRIGHT

GOD WHEN HUMAN BONDS ARE BROKEN Contributor: Fred Kaan Text: ©19589 Hope Publishing Company Used with permission under ONE
LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved,

DRAW US IN THE SPIRIT'S TETHER Contributor: Harold Friedell Weords and Music: © 1857 H W Gray Used with permission under ONE
LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved,

BREAD OF LIFE, OUR HOST AND MEAL Contributors: Rusty Edwards, Ray Makeever Tune / Text: © 1996 Hope Publizhing Company Used
with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All vights reserved,
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THIS 1S CHRIST'S CHURCH.

There is a place for you here.

We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace.
Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person--questions,
complexities and all. Join us as we do God's work in Christ's name
for the life of the world.
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SAINT JAMES

LUTHERAN CHURCH
PO BOx 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE  704.786.0166

WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James.................Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith.........Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF
Rev. Tony Bradshaw, Senior Pastor

Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjne.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sinc.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music scott@sjnc.net

Mike Holt, Youth and Family
mvholt1957@vyahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

Cindy Cruse, Hospitality Director
ceruse98@twe.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Ann Blackwelder, President
Debbie Davis, Vice President
Chris Miller, Secretary
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Joseph Beasley
Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
Hunter Huss
Frank Irvin
Jon Miller
Mark Murphy
Dee Pieschel

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

email all ©

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
22-Feb Nina Folino

22-Feb Alexandra Green
22-Feb Kelly Propst

23-Feb Caroline Bestler
23-Feb dJeff Crew

23-Feb Connie Rezza
25-Feb Margaret Garrison
25-Feb Golda Jay

25-Feb Martha Matthews

CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, February 20
9:00 am Adult Sunday Schl
10:00 am In-Person Worship

Monday, February 21
6:30 pm Scouts

Wednesday, February 23
7:00 pm Choir Rehearsal

Friday, February 25
6:30 pm Parent’s Night Out

Sunday, February 27
9:00 am Adult Sunday Schl
10:00 am Congregational
Meeting
10:00 am In-Person Worship

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor:
Rebekah Hardison
Communion Assistant:
Kim Haberman
Acolyte/Crucifer:
Jason Pittard
Bookbearer:
Noah Pittard

Ushers: Mark Murphy,
Jimmy Harris, Jeff Jones,
Jeff Gilbert, Tony Eury, Phil
Tesh

on to the church office at

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and Receipts
for February 13, 2022
$17,949.76
($7,371.00 needed for weekly)

FLOWERS: The flowers
today are given by Elizabeth
Hurley to the Glory of God
and in memory of her father,
Sam Petrea, Jr.

PRAYER LIST

+ Pilgrim Lutheran Church,
Lexington, NC

Tom Ridenhour

Don and Sandra Faggart
Jimmy Summers

Martha Summers

Noah Clifton

Lee Caffrey

* 4+ 4 5 5

If you have someone vou would like
to add to the praver [ist, please
contact Keith at 704-786-0166 and

leave 0o message or email al
keith@sjnc.net
CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING:

There will be a congregational
meeting on Sunday, February
27 at the beginning of
worship. The purpose of the
meeting is to receive the 2021
Annual Reports and to elect a
Nominating Committee.

N95 MASKS
We have 600 N95 masks that
we are giving away. Please
stop in the Narthex and get
yours today.



