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Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the
spiritual seeker and seasoned
disciple to find their home in
God with us. If you are looking
for a spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

FIRST SUNDAY IN
LENT

MARCH 6, 2022
10:00 A.M.

Introduction to Today’s Worship

hese forty days called Lent are like no

other. It is our opportune time to return to
the God who rescues, to receive the gifts of
God’s grace, to believe with the heart and
confess with the mouth the wonder of God’s
love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every
turn. This is no small pilgrimage on which we
have just embarked. It is a struggle Jesus
knew. It 1s a struggle Jesus shares. The
nearness of the Lord, in bread and wine, water
and word, will uphold and sustain us.



We Welcome Everyone on this Lord’s Day
to the Liturgy of Holy Communion.

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this
place and in this liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the
liturgy should you have any questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign
the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor or
to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and
kneeling) in Lutheran worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,
according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For
those who desire it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the
Education Building. In keeping with CDC guidelines, and for the safety of
our children, masks must be worn by nursery attendants and children two
vears old and older.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator

(AED) are located outside the church office door, immediately behind the
Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call
from the Pastor, please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education
Building.

Join Saint James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Jeremy Jay any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at jeremv@pbnjayv.com

n @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel

Go to www.youtube.com and search for St. James Lutheran Church Concord NC and subscribe.




GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
O Man, Bewail Thy Grievous Sin ~Johann Seb. Bach

Congregational Responses in Bold

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn
us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord. Amen.

God, who 1s rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of # Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN God Loved the World ROCKINGHAM OLD
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation,

let us pray to the Lord.

* '_._a—

Lord, have mer - cy.
#]
¥y
l’;"lf\ MY - 7% | - [7]
“j} L= -

For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
0
7
h‘.:\;u\ 8] o 7 > P [ ] [ ] @ [#)

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
N
7

Lord, have mer - cy.
0
i =
@ iy & Wy - - - — /)

For this holy house, and for all who offer here
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their wor-ship and praise,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely
through the wilderness of this world toward the life you alone can give, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
WORD

FIRST READING DEUTERONOMY 26:1-11

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. This festival
celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers
announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel.

A reading from Deuteronomy, the twenty-sixth chapter.

hen you have come into the land that the Lord your God 1s giving you as an

inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, 2you shall take
some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land
that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to
the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3You
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I
declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore
to our ancestors to give us.” *When the priest takes the basket from your hand
and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, 5you shall make this
response before the Lord your God: “A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he
went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he
became a great nation, mighty and populous.
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6When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor
on us, "we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice
and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 3The Lord brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of
power, and with signs and wonders; "and he brought us into this place and gave
us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 1°So now I bring the first of the
fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.” You shall set it down before
the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. "Then you, together
with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the
bounty that the Lord your God has given to you and to your house.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 91:1-2, 9-16 (Canted by the choir)

You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty—
2you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold,
my God in whom I put my trust.”
9Because you have made the LORD your refuge,
and the Most High your habitation,
10n0 evil will befall you,
nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
U For God will give the angels charge over you,
to guard you in all your ways.
12Upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
13You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;
you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
4] will deliver those who cling to me;
I will uphold them, because they know my name.
15They will call me, and I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
16With long life will I satisfy them,
and show them my salvation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING ROMANS 10:8B-13
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in the risen
Christ as Lord.

A reading from Romans, the tenth chapter.

he word is near you, on your lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith

that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be
put to shame.” 2For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. *For, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand
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Glo-ry to you, O Word of God, Lord Je - sus Christ.

HoLY GOSPEL LUKE 4:1-13

After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his responses to
the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of God.”

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fourth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

esus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the

Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.
He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was
famished. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone
to become a loaf of bread.” 4Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live
by bread alone.’”
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5Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. ¢And the devil said to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give 1t to anyone I please. 7If you,
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8Jesus answered him, “It is written,
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”” “Then the devil took him to
Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you
are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 1%for it is written, ‘He will
command his angels concerning you, to protect you,” 'and ‘On their hands they
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ "12Jesus
answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”” 13When the
devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Stand
APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.
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Kneel or sit, as able

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Sharpen its proclamation of the word so that your people
learn to reject voices of deception and distraction. Strengthen all who are
tempted to believe lies about themselves or others. We especially pray for the
Rev. Kelly Huckle Moore and our sisters and brothers in Christ at Holy Cross
Lutheran Church in Mocksville, NC. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the earth and all its creatures. Protect wilderness places and all

plant and animal species that call them home. Sustain farmers and all laborers

who work the land and harvest the fruits of its abundance. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world. Awaken elected leaders and government
officials to the needs of those who are oppressed and grant them compassion to
deal mercifully with immigrants and refugees who reside among us. We
especially pray for the leaders and people of Ukraine and Russia that your peace
may prevail. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for those in need. Rescue those experiencing mental illness or

contending with addiction. Ease the anxiety of those who live with dementia.

Command your angels concerning all who are sick especially those whom we now

name before you on our lips and in the silence of our hearts. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly. Bless those who prepare Lenten meals and those who
offer their gifts in our Lenten worship. Guide us in our care for the hungry and
poor and oppressed; and protect us from complacency, that our lives may
proclaim and reveal your glory. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for those who have died. Gather them with all the saints into
your heavenly dwelling place. Encourage us with the promise that all who call
upon your name are saved. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Into your hands gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ANTHEM AT THE PREPARATION OF THE ALTAR
O Saviour of the World ~John Goss

HoLYy COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your
faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the
earth from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely
through the sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness

to the land of milk and honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your
anointed one. Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you
for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as
we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these
gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of
Christ for the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice,
peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you desire
to receive Communion, please proceed toward the chancel steps by way of the center
aisle. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine,
grape juice is available in the center circle of the tray. Those who do not commune
may come forward for a blessing. After communing, please use the outside aisle to
return to your seat. Communion will be brought to persons in the pews who are
unable to come forward. Please advise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.
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LAMB OF GOD
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HYMN AT COMMUNION
Ah, Holy Jesus, How Hast Thou Offended? HERZLIEBSTER JESU

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

Amen.

PosST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful God, accompany us on our journey through these forty days
of Lent. Renew in us the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are
poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may
find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING

The blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the * Son, and Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow EBENEZER
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DiSMISSAL
Go 1n peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Paraphrase on Rockingham Old ~Edward Miller

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT

0 SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD Contributor: John Goss Tune © 1949 Lovenz Publishing Company, a division of the Lorenz Corporation (Admin by
Music Services) Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

THROUGH THE NIGHT OF DOUBT AND SORROW Arr. Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 © 1969 Concordia Publishing House Used with permission
under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

PARAPHRASE ON ROCKINGHAM OLD Contributor: Edward Miller Tune @ Lorenz Publishing Company. a division of the Lorenz Corporation
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SAINT JAMES

LUTHERAN CHURCH
PO BOX 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE  T04.786.0166

WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James.................Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF
Rev. Tony Bradshaw, Senior Pastor

Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjnec.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sjnc.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music scott@sjnc.net
Mike Holt, Youth and Family

mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com
Cindy Cruse, Hospitality Director
ceruse98@twe.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Ann Blackwelder, President
Debbie Davis, Vice President
Chris Miller, Secretary
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Joseph Beasley
Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
Hunter Huss
Frank Irvin
Jon Miller
Mark Murphy
Dee Pieschel

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all information to the church office a

I

BIRTHDAYS THIS
06-Mar Sarah Poplin
06-Mar Logan Whisnant
07-Mar Camden Burroughs
07-Mar Avery Miller
07-Mar Ella Wickliff
10-Mar Jay Clemmer
10-Mar Jonas Jay

11-Mar Linny Baker
11-Mar Jeff Miller

EK

CALENDAR THIS WEEK
Sunday, March 6

9:00 am Adult Sunday Schl
10:00 am In-Person Worship

Monday, March 7
10:30 am Quilting Group
6:30 pm Scouts

Wednesday, March 9
6:00 pm Lenten Meal
6:45 pm Lenten Service
7:15 pm Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, March 13
9:00 am Adult Sunday Schl
10:00 am In-Person Worship

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Lector/Intercessor:

Juanita Fitts
Communion Assistant:

Kenny Propst
Acolyte/Crucifer:

Jodi Ramirez
Bookbearer:

Jonas Jay

Ushers: David Cruse,
Chip Blackwelder, Joe
Grady, Jay Cruse, Michael
Rinker

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and Receipts
for February 27, 2022
$10,780.22
($7,371.00 needed for weekly)

PRAYER LIST

¢ Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, Mocksville, NC
Tom Ridenhour
Sandra Faggart
Jimmy Summers
Martha Summers
Noah Chifton

David Smith

Angela Ward, friend of
Anne and Tony Eury

¢ People of Ukraine
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If you have someone you would like
to add to the prayer list, please
contact Keith at 704-786-0166 and
message or email af
keith@sjne.net

leave a

MY FATHER’S HOUSE St.
James [/ St. Johns will be
hosting My Father’s House
Ministry, March 21, 22, and
23.  St. James will provide
dinner meals on Monday,
March 21 and Tuesday, March
22. There are presently 11
adults and 10 children in the
Ministry. If you can provide
an item for the meal for March
21 or March 22, please let
Sylvia Corl know. Thanks so
much for yvour help with this
needed ministry.




