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WELCOME 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY                    
     Amazing Grace                                            Gerald Near (b. 1942) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     
 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩ in remembrance of baptism 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.     Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 

your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.        

      Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin. 
 

Gracious God, 

 have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 

 you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are 

 truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

 forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 

 have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

 again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 

 may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

 Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.    

      Amen. 
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FOURTH SUNDAY 

IN LENT 
 

 

B aptism is sometimes 

called enlightenment. 

The gospel for this Sunday 

is the story of the man born 

blind healed by Christ. “I 

was blind, now I see,” 

declares the man. In 

baptism God opens our eyes 

to see the truth of who we 

are: God’s beloved children. 

As David was anointed king 

of Israel, in baptism God 

anoints our head with oil, 

and calls us to bear witness 

to the light of Christ in our 

daily lives.  

GATHERING 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, 

bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his brothers in height or other phys-

ical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen 

successor to Saul.  
 

A reading from 1 Samuel, the sixteenth chapter. 
 
 

T he Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 

provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I 
name to you.” 4Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and 
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely 
the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.” 7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appear-
ance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals 
see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made 
Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 
The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anoint-
ed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.  
 

 The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 23  (read in unison) 
 

 1The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 
 3he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake. 
  4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; 
  your rod and your staff — they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 
  6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,  and I shall dwell in 
 the house of the Lord my whole life long.  

WORD 
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EPISTLE READING  Ephesians 5:8-14 
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly 
pleasing to God.  
 

A reading from Ephesians, the fifth chapter. 
 

O nce you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of 
the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the 

Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful 
even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and 
Christ will shine on you.”  
 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL    John 9:1-41 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the things of God.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the ninth chapter.     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

A s [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor 

his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the 

works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with 

the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which 

means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had 

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were 

saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the 

man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and 

washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 13They 

brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 

made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his 

sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees 

said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man 

who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, 

“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 18The Jews did not 

believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who 

had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 

he now see?” 20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but 

we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. 

He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 

already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 

synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  24So for the second time they called the 

man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 

sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was 

blind, now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do 

you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 

he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes 

from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one 

who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone 

opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”  ...continued 
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34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove 

him out. 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 

the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said 

to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he 

worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, 

and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, 

“Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But 

now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,  we 

profess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need.  

A brief silence. 

God of insight, open the hearts of the church and the world to all who testify to your deeds of power. Raise 

up voices in your church that are often silenced or overlooked due to age, gender expression, race, or 

economic status. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of insight, empower us to care for the land and all living things that dwell in it and beneath it. 

Provide rich soil for crops to grow. Bring rain to lands suffering drought. Protect hills and shorelines from 

damage caused by erosion. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of insight, bring peace to all people and nations. Anoint leaders who seek goodness, righteousness, 

and truth on behalf of all. Frustrate the efforts of those who would seek to cause violence or terror. Hear 

us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
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God of insight, you care for our needs even before we ask. Come quickly to all who seek prayer this day. 

Accomplish healing through the work of doctors, nurses, physical therapists, nutritionists, and all who 

tend to human bodies. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 

 

God of insight, help this assembly lift up the unique gifts of each person who enters, no matter their 

physical capacity, cognitive ability, or sensory need. Help us to be creative and brave in making our 

facilities and our ministries accessible to all. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of insight, you call out to those who are asleep and awaken them to new life with you. We give 

thanks for your saints. Join us together with them as your children in this world and the next. Hear us,  

O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 

 

God of insight, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your 

feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory forever. 

     Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

     Amen. 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY 
     Audi, benigne Conditor                                                                                                             Gerald Near 
 
 

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins! 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net 

PRAYER LIST 
(additions to  full listing of names 

in monthly newsletter) 

     Carol Grady, hospitalized 

     Harold and Anna Melvin,  

     friends of Lois Marlow 

————————————————- 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 22-Mar Jimmy Propst 

 23-Mar Chip Blackwelder 

 23-Mar Landon Trott 

 24-Mar Elliot Horton 

 24-Mar Charlie Pittard 

 25-Mar Audrey Glatz 

 25-Mar Jill Strahl 

 27-Mar Isaac Jay 

 28-Mar Skyla Hardister 

 28-Mar Frank Irvin 

 28-Mar Larry Jarvis 

 28-Mar Timothy Propst 
 

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions and Receipts 

for March 15, 2020:   
$4,630.00 

  ($8,414.00 needed per week) 
  
 

CONTRIBUTE ONLINE 
You may make contributions 
online by visiting our website at 
www.sjnc.net. You may contribute 
to the General Fund or to a 
designated fund. Look for the link 
“On-Line Giving” on the 
St .James home page. 

 

VOLUNTEERS 

If you are able to provide assistance 

to some of our members in the way 

of grocery deliveries, picking up 

prescriptions, delivering meals, etc., 

please contact the church office.  

We are not sure of the needs at this 

time but will be contacting our 

members to determine what is  

needed. 704-786-0166 or 

keith@sjnc.net 

 

 

 

RISE AGAINST HUNGER 
This event has been postponed 

until sometime this summer.  We 

will announce when registration  

re-opens. 
 

NASHVILLE TORNADO 

RESPONSE 

You can help provide hope and 

practical support to survivors. 

Lutheran Disaster Response is 

working with those in the 

impacted area — including the 

ELCA Southeastern Synod, 

Inspiritus (formerly known as 

Lutheran Services of Georgia and 

Lutheran Services in Tennessee) 

and local congregations — to 

respond with immediate relief. 

Given the extent of the 

destruction, recovery is expected 

to take years. We plan to 

accompany the 

s y n o d  a n d 

Inspiri tus  to 

address survivors’ 

needs over the 

long haul.  
 

 

Join Saint James Lutheran 

Church  Facebook and 

Instagram groups—send Jeremy 

Jay any pictures and/or articles you 

would like to have posted at                   

jeremy@pbnjay.com 

 

St. James YouTube Channel 

Search for St. James Lutheran 

Church Concord NC and subscribe. 

 

 
Music Copyright Information 
 “Amazing Grace” from Three Gospel Preludes for Organ, 

arr. by Gerald Near. 

Copyright © 2011 by Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a 

division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. 

www.morningstarmusic.com All rights reserved. Used by 

permission.  

"Audi, benigne Conditor" from Chantworks, Set II – Lent, 

Passiontide, Easter, arr. by Gerald Near. 

Copyright © 1998 by Aureole Editions. Copyright © assigned 

2016 to Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of 

MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. www.morningstarmusic.com 

All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

104 UNION STREET SOUTH 

PO BOX 684 

CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA  28025 

 CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166 

WEBSITE  www.sjnc.net 

 

         

    @stjamesnc 
 

OFFICE HOURS   

M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00 

Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00  

 

DIRECTORY 

Members of Saint James..............…Ministers 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith…..….Bishop 

 

SAINT JAMES STAFF 
 

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw……...Senior Pastor 

tony@sjnc.net 

 

Mike Holt…….………...…..Youth and Family 

mvholt1957@yahoo.com 

 

Keith Sutton…..……....Parish Administrator 

keith@sjnc.net 

 

Jill Irvin………….…..Finance Administrator 

jill@sjnc.net 

 

Rob Keene……..Director of Music Ministries 

rob@sjnc.net 

 

Cindy Cruse…...………..Hospitality Director 

ccruse98@twc.com 

 

Kathryn Radcliffe……...Nursery Coordinator 

krad3700@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Kenny Propst, President 

fcpinc@vnet.net  

 

Joseph Beasley, Vice President 

joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com 

 

Golda Jay, Secretary 

waselovich@gmail.com 

 

Beth Huss, Treasurer 

bethahuss82@gmail.com 

 

Ann Blackwelder .......... ablackwe89@aol.com 

Al Brown, Jr. ....... 1973yellowbug@gmail.com 

Samantha Hillegass…….Hillegass4@aol.com 

Elizabeth Hurley….elizabeth_hurley@us.aflac.com 

Hunter Huss ……....hunter@hunterhuss.com 

Nick Lovelace…..….nick.lovelace@gmail.com 

Mac Mullins.…….mciver.mullins@gmail.com 

Mark Murphy ... markncgolf@carolina.rr.com 

Al Pieschel…….…………….apieschel@ctc.net 

Jodi Ramirez…...jramirez@kannapolisnc.gov 
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