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FIFTH SUNDAY
IN LENT

In today’s gospel dJesus
reveals his power over
death by raising Lazarus
from the dead. The prophet
Ezekiel prophesies God
breathing new life into dry
bones. To those in exile or
living in the shadows of
death, these stories
proclaim God’s promise of
resurrection. In baptism we
die with Christ that we
might also be raised with
him to new life. At the
Easter Vigil we will
welcome the newly baptized
as we remember God’s
unfailing promise in our
baptism.

GATHERING

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Adoro te devote: Prelude with Four Variations Gerald Near (b. 1942)

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross *F in remembrance of baptism

In the name of the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are
truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



WORD

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteous-
ness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in
their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they will know that
“I am the LORD.”

A reading from Ezekiel, the thirty-seventh chapter.

he hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I an-
swered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry
bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 7"So I proph-
esied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the
bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come up-
on them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 1T prophesied as he commanded me, and
the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 'Then he said to
me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope
1s lost; we are cut off completely.” 22Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to
the land of Israel. 3And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up
from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 130

O ut of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;
20 LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
3If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?
4Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.
5T wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.
8For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
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EPISTLE READING Romans 8:6-11

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is
not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from
the dead.

A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter.

T o set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. "For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it
cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. °But you are not in the flesh; you are in the
Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. 1°But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

HoLY GOSPEL John 11:1-45

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb
and restores him to life.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the eleventh chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

ow a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Z2Mary

was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is 11l.” 4But when Jesus
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ¢after
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. "Then after this
he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?”’ %Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 1°But
those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 1After saying this, he told them,
“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him,
“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death,
but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 4Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is
dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 6Thomas,
who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
1"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, Yand many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her,
“Your brother will rise again.” 2¢Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe
this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming
into the world.” 22When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 22And when she heard it, she got up quickly and
went to him. 39Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had
met him. 31'The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out.
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 3¢He said, “Where have you laid him?”
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 33Jesus began to weep. continued...
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36S0 the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb.
It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 3%Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus
said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that
you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe
that you sent me.” ¥When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 4$5Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had
seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.

A brief silence.

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with your Spirit and bless the
work of those who work for its renewal. Accomplish your work of salvation in us and through us, for the
sake of the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation suffers. Restore polluted
lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or other
natural disasters. Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager expectation: those longing for wars to
cease, those waiting for immigration paperwork to finalize, those seeking election, and those in dire need
of humanitarian relief. Come quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.
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God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive by anxiety, despair, or
pain . Fill us with compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties around coronavirus.

Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation. Grant

wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts

them at great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families,

congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with

compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always. Hear us O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died and trust that, in you, they
will live again. Breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too, might live with you forever. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your
feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, "+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Herzlich tut mich verlangen, Op. posth. 122, No. 9 Johannes Brahms (1833 - 1897)

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins/!
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
104 UNION STREET SOUTH
PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28025
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

PRAYER LIST

(additions to full listing of names
in monthly newsletter)
Alex Barnhardt
Jason and Stephanie, son and
daughter-in-law of Martha
Matthews who work in health
care.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
29-Mar Jerry Hopkins
30-Mar Anne Hodges
30-Mar Joe Propst, Jr.
01-Apr Sandra Faggart
01-Apr Jeff Gilbert
04-Apr Kathryn Craver
04-Apr Austin Hoadley

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and Receipts
for March 22, 2020:
$2,865.00
($8,414.00 needed per week)

The need for your giving and
support continues, even though

we have had to cancel
gathering and corporate
worship services. You can mail
your contributions or
contribute online.
CONTRIBUTE ONLINE

You may make contributions

online by visiting our website at
www.sjnc.net. You may contribute
to the General Fund or to a
designated fund. Look for the link
“On-Line Giving” on the
St .James home page.

VOLUNTEERS

If you are able to provide assistance
to some of our members in the way
of grocery deliveries, picking up
prescriptions, delivering meals, etc.,
please contact the church office.
704-786-0166 or keith@sjnc.net

OPERATION GRATITUDE
SERVICE PROJECT

My service project was a success,
and we are very thankful for your
very generous support. We collected
$303.55 from the church bowls,
donations made in the office, and
from my online fundraising page as
of March 13, 2020. Rather than 10
care packages, my goal, I am able to
help send 20 care packages to our
military personnel and retirees. 1
also wanted to remind families that
even the little kids could draw or
write a letter to be sent with our
April monthly letters; these are
included in care packages sent by
Operation Gratitude. Thanks, Noah
Pittard and family

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations to Sarah and Clint
Poplin on the birth of a son, Tanner
Lee Poplin on Monday, March 23.

Grandparents are Robert and
Debbie Davis.

Join Saint James Lutheran
Church Facebook and
Instagram groups—send Jeremy
Jay any pictures and/or articles you
would like to have posted at
jeremy@pbnjay.com

St. James YouTube Channel
Search for St. James Lutheran
Church Concord NC and subscribe.

Music Copyright Information

Adoro te devote: Prelude with Four Variations -
Gerald Near (b. 1942) "Adore te devote" from St.
Augustine’s Organbook, arr. by Gerald Near.
Copyright © 1996 by Aureole Editions. Copyright ©
assigned 2016 to Birnamwood Publications
(ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music
Publishers, Inc. www.morningstarmusic.com All rights
reserved. Used by permission.
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OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00
Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw......... Senior Pastor
tony@sjnc.net

Mike Holt.....oceuvvnenennnnnnen. Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Keith Sutton............... Parish Administrator
keith@sjnc.net

Jill Irvin.......oeneeeneee. Finance Administrator
jill@sjnc.net

Rob Keene........ Director of Music Ministries
rob@sjnc.net

Cindy Cruse................. Hospitality Director
ccruse98@twe.com

Kathryn Radcliffe......... Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Kenny Propst, President
fcpinc@vnet.net

Joseph Beasley, Vice President
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com

Golda Jay, Secretary
waselovich@gmail.com

Beth Huss, Treasurer
bethahuss82@gmail.com

Ann Blackwelder.......... ablackwe89@aol.com
Al Brown, Jr......... 1973yellowbug@gmail.com
Samantha Hillegass....... Hillegass4@aol.com
Elizabeth Hurley....elizabeth_hurley@us:aflac.com

Hunter Huss .......... hunter@hunterhuss.com
Nick Lovelace......... nick.lovelace@gmail.com
Mae Mullins........ mciver.mullins@gmail.com
Mark Murphy... markncgolf@carolina.rr.com
AlPieschel......i....iitnnennin apieschel@cte.net

Jodi Ramirez......jramirez@kannapolisnc.gov
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