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Online worship services are being
recorded and are available on our
website. If you don’t have a computer
and someone who is with you has a
smartphone or tablet, these services
can be played anytime by going to our
website, www.sjnc.net, selecting
Publications and Online Worship.

CD MINISTRY

Do you have a CD player and

would like to receive an audio
copy of each week’s worship service? If
so, call the church office and let us
know. 704-786-0166

From the
Pastor

As we how move
into August, and
the fifth month of this wilderness
captivity created by COVID 19, there is
still much uncertainty and confusion, but
the things we are certain of — God’s
faithful presence and provision -
continue to sustain us. That is why | can
with a grateful heart, share the
disappointing news that Rob Keene has
resigned as Director of Music and
Organist effective August 31. Rob has
been a blessing to us in his nine months
at St. James, and we wish him well in his
new ministry setting. Take a moment to
drop Rob a note of thanks and please
keep him and Dani in your prayers in the
days and weeks to come. As for us, we
will continue to worship and give thanks
for the life we share in Christ confident
that God has this!

In Christ,

Ty Boradirond

Pastor Tony




FROM THE PRESIDING BISHOP OF THE NC SYNOD
SABBATICAL AND WHY WE ARE SO CONFUSED

And just like that, it’s August, and my July sabbatical is a memory. While sabbatical is in the NC Synod
Compensation Guidelines and | missed my scheduled fall of 2015 sabbatical in Atlanta because of a Holy Spirit
glitch, I’'m keenly aware that sabbatical isn’t something most of our rostered ministers ever get. For that matter,
few outside of academic settings ever do. I’'m grateful. If not sabbatical, | hope you have had or will soon have
some time away this summer to rejuvenate.

| spent a lot of time with Wendy and the children and grandchildren making up for the four months we didn’t see
them mostly due to COVID-19. We spent several days on a respite retreat at Lutheridge. | had some ELCA
Conference of Bishops and Region 9 conversations. | kept up with the Lenoir-Rhyne University COVID-19 class
they’re offering for 10 weeks. | watched two full synod assemblies that were completely online, both of which
included a bishop’s election, since we might need to do that for our bishop’s election assembly in June 2021.
Wendy and | re-wrote our wills and tended to end-of-life planning like funerals and advance directives. Everybody
should do that. Turning 60 followed by a pandemic is great incentive.

| enjoyed keeping up with the synod’s “Moments with Matthew” summer Bible readings. Like you, | keep watching
the dominoes fall. Since June 30, we’ve learned of cancellation of the NC Synod Fall Professional Leaders’
Convocation, postponement of the 2021 ELCA Youth Gathering to 2022, and cancellation of in-person ELCA
Conference of Bishops in October and Academy of Bishops (annual continuing ed) in January of 2021. I’'ve watched
COVID-19 and racism surge, politics reach new levels of absurdity, and manipulators skillfully and insidiously drive
the wedge dangerously and intentionally close to severing the last sinews holding American culture, civility, and
hope together. I've watched a lot of church services and felt renewed and amazed at the faithfulness of each one.
All that caused me to think and pray a whole lot as to what might be the most faithful ways forward as church
together.

Philosophically and theologically, | am struck by the simple truth that the assumptions we hold as “givens” and
foundational truths will in fact determine where we land on so much that troubles us in 2020. This American
experiment was never really at its core a Christian one. No, Christianity emerged from Judaism, and in Judaism
community, not the individual, is the primary identity and value. In Christianity, humanity is feeble and without
hope—in short, in need of a savior. Sin and death stand as huge obstacles that make our hope impossible. Jesus
forgives our sin and promises us eternal life. Despite the popular deluge of “You are enough ” theology, Christianity
as revealed in the New Testament would say that though you are of infinite worth to God, enough for God to send
Jesus, apart from Jesus, we are nothing. We might even say that without Jesus “we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves.” Jesus is enough. It is our being cemented to Jesus in baptism that gives us hope. But me? Apart
from Jesus, I’'ve got nothing. Sin, curved in on self, and death, will win.

Not so with the Enlightenment, a resurgence of the ancient Greek—not the Hebrew—perspective on the essence
of being human. In that world, you are indeed enough. In fact, you have no need of confession, no need of
forgiveness. In fact, the divine resides inside each one of us. Our curved-in-on-selfness isn’t to be lamented but
celebrated! God is a divine watchmaker who perhaps set the whole creation with all its natural laws in motion
once but ever since is disinterested and distant except for that internal divine spark for which it is our job to fan
into flames. God is in you. You are God. Knowledge is everything.

Why does this matter? We are Christians. Lutherans, even—the most depraved, grace-dependent of all! But many
of the key founders of this country were Deists. They believed in that creator-God, but not in the divinity of or even
the need for Jesus as Savior. Who needs a Savior when God is living right inside of us? Not George Washington,
Thomas Jefferson, Ben Franklin, Thomas Paine, John Adams, and more. One of the reasons they were so insistent
on the non-establishment of religion was their having been forced by established religion to practice Christianity
while philosophically and practically rejecting basic orthodoxy. For the Enlightenment disciple, the individual is the
primary, not community. As Henley wrote in Invictus, “I am the master of my fate. | am the captain of my soul.”
Not God. | am. continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3

No wonder 250 years later American Christians are
swirling in identity crisis! We’re hybrids, at best. We
value and insist on the rights of the individual above
most anything else, but we also value as followers of
Jesus the needs of others, the good of the whole—
community. |, at least, believe that it is this split
personality of  Deistic Enlightenment/Orthodox
Christianity that is core to our culture, political, religious,
and media (social and traditional) wars. The convictions
that spring from our trying to be like Jesus inevitably
affects and informs our involvement in “politics,” which
as Samuel Wells states, is merely “the process of our
striving to resolve our conflicts short of violence.” We
have lots of “political” decisions to make in the swirl of
2020 challenges that threaten us all. Our conviction is in
Jesus, our action is political.

Remember those memes (incorrectly) attributed to Dr.
Fauci? “lI don’t know how to explain to you that you
should care about other people?” (The quote was from a
June 2017 Huffington Post article and had appeared as a
tweet by Lauren Morrill that previous January in the
context of debate over the Affordable Care Act). As
Christians, we welcome the opportunity to explain and
engage in just that—caring for other and all people.
We'll start with Jesus, the Jew, whose deep care for
others and the whole community is the intention of
creation and the one way finally to live together in peace
and hope.
Walking with you,

A

Bishop Tim Smith
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Austin Drake, great nephew of Debbie Davis
Graham Knight, friend of Elizabeth Hurley
Family of Tommy Fitts, son of Conrad Fitts
Family of Ellie Murphy, mother of Mark Murphy
Our homebound members, all in need of prayer

¢ Ralph & Sandy Barnhardt

¢ Joan and Pat Mahoney

¢ Richard Benz Phyllis Harward
¢ Clary Phillips Doris Smith

¢ Cliff Caffrey Alex Patterson
¢ Alex Barnhardt Carole Grady
¢ DonEng Bill Hardister
¢ Richard Benz Todd Walker
¢
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August 15
August 16
August 17
August 18

August 19
August 21
August 23
August 24
August 25
August 27

August 29

August 30

Bill Grady
Ethan Wickliff

Charlotte Davis
Patty Propst
Michael Bestler
Helen Jones

Sam Jones

Jim Harris, Jr.
Meagan Lambert
Brittany Eaton
Lisa Moran
Audrey Baker
Will King

Abigail Bestler
Lily Kartheiser
Richard Benz

Eva Horton
Marcia Klauss
Carson Crainshaw
James Hughes
Hunter Huss
Donna Sloop
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SUNDAYS IN AUGUST

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2, 2020
9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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In today’s first reading God invites all
who are hungry or thirsty to receive
food and drink without cost. Jesus
feeds the hungry multitude and
reveals the abundance of God. At the

\_/
eucharistic table we remember all

who are hungry or poor in our world

today. As we share the bread of life, we are sent forth
to give ourselves away as bread for the hungry.

[ Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21]

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9, 2020

10TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Elijah finds the presence of God not in

earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the

sound of sheer silence. When the

disciples face a great storm on the sea,

/ they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take

heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the

storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of

Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of

scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the

eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be
a sign of God’s presence to others.

[Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 ]

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2020
11TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house
shall be a house of prayer for all
people and that God will gather the
outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite
woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile,
an outsider, who is unflinching in her
request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus
commends her bold faith, how might our church extend
its mission to those on the margins of society? In our
gathering around word and meal we receive strength to
be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in
need.

[Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28]

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2020
12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

In Isaiah the people are advised to look
Uy to their spiritual ancestors as the rock
from which they were hewn. Jesus
declares that the church will be built on
the rock of Peter’s bold confession of
faith. God’s word of reconciliation and
God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul
urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer
our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts
to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go
forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and
deed.

 Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 |

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2020
13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the
incurable wound of his suffering yet finds
in God’s words the delight of his heart.
When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words
about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples
they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial
love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate
with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship
we gather as a community that we might offer
ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

[Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 ]
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