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WELCOME 
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY                    
Hosanna filio David: Choral Fugue   Jeanne Demessieux (1921-1968)  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS     
 

All may make the sign of the cross ☩ in remembrance of baptism 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.     Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 

your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.    Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin. 
 

Gracious God, 

 have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 

 you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are 

 truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

 forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 

 have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

 again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 

 may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

 Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.    

      Amen. 

104 Union Street South 
Concord, North Carolina  28025 

 
Office Phone: 704.786.0166 

Website:  www.sjnc.net    
 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

 

Today, we encounter the 

paradox that defines our 

faith: Jesus Christ is 

g l o r i f i e d  k i n g  a n d 

humiliated servant. We too 

are full of paradox: we 

fervently desire to follow 

Christ but find ourselves 

afraid. We celebrate as 

Christ comes into our 

midst, and we follow with 

trepidation as his path 

leads to death on the cross. 

Amid it all, we are invited 

into this paradoxical 

promise of life in and 

t h r o u g h  C h r i s t ’ s 

faithfulness.  We begin this 

week that stands at the 

center of the church year, 

anticipating the completion 

of God’s astounding work.      

GATHERING 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus 

Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as 

Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

     Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact that he has been struck and spit 

upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important role in the early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus.  
 

A reading from Isaiah, the fiftieth chapter. 
 
 

T he Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with 

a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The  

Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those 

who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and   

spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like 

flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with 

me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who 

helps me; who will declare me guilty?  
 

 The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  PSALM 118:1-2, 19-29 
 1O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  his steadfast love endures forever! 

  2Let Israel say, "His steadfast love endures forever."  

 19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 

  20This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 

 21I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 

  22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

  24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 25Save us, we beseech you, O LORD! O LORD, we beseech you, give us success! 

  26Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

 27The LORD is God, and he has given us light. Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns  

 of the altar. 

  28You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God, I will extol you. 

 29O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.  

 

 

WORD 
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EPISTLE READING  Philippians 2:5-11 
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross and how God has made Christ 

lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and 

fellowship within the community of Christ.  
 

A reading from Philippians, the second chapter. 
 

 

L et the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became       
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave 
him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in    
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.  
 

The Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL    Matthew 21:1-11 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

W hen they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will 

find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to 

you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." 4This took place to fulfill 

what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 5"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is 

coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 6The disciples 

went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 

them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 

from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 

shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 

in the highest heaven!" 10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is 

this?" 11The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."  
 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,             

we profess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need.  

A brief silence. 
 

God of mercy, awaken your church to new proclamations of your faithfulness. By your Spirit, give us bold 

and joyful words to speak, that we sustain the weary with the message of your redemption. Hear us, O 

God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, quiet the earth where it trembles and shakes. Protect vulnerable ecosystems, threatened 

habitats, and endangered species. Prosper the work of scientists, engineers, and researchers who find 

ways to restore creation to health and wholeness. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, drive away fear and anger that cause us to turn against one another. Give courage to 

leaders who seek liberation for the oppressed. Bring peace and hope to those who are in prison and those 

who face execution. Hear us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, strengthen and encourage those in public health services and in the medical profession: 

care-givers, nurses, attendants, doctors, all who commit themselves to caring for the sick and their 

families.  Inspire, give insight and hope to all researchers focused on developing a vaccine. Sustain all 

workers and business owners who suffer loss of livelihood due to shut-downs, quarantines, closed borders, 

and other restrictions…protect and guard all those who must travel.  Hold in your gentle embrace all who 

have died and who will die this day.  Comfort their loved ones in their despair. Hear us, O God.  

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, we pray for all who will prepare and lead worship in this Holy Week. In all things, show us 

the ways that you call us to die to self, to live for you, and to give of ourselves for the sake of others. Hear 

us, O God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, when we breathe our last, you raise us to eternal life. With all your witnesses in heaven 

and on earth, let us boldly confess the name of Jesus Christ, our resurrection and our hope. Hear us, O 

God. 

     Your mercy is great. 
 

God of mercy, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your 

feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory forever. 

      Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

     Amen. 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY 
     Vexilla Regis prodeunt                                                                                                 Gerald Near (b. 1942) 
 
 

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins! 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net 

PRAYER LIST 
(additions to  full listing of names 

in monthly newsletter) 

All health care professionals 

and first responders including: 

 Dr Bradley Propst, son of 

 Kenny and Annette Propst, Sam 

 Hurley, son of Elizabeth Hurley, 

 Lisa Snyder, friend of Debbie 

 Wilkinson, Julie Greathouse, 

 friend of Lois Marlow, Stephenie 

 Matthews, Deb Bradshaw, 

 DeeDee Gilbert  

Lauren, daughter of Angie 

 Buchanan 

Barbara Shifley, sister-in-law of 

 Annette Propst  

Carol Hillis and Family, Aubrey 

 Hillis, died on Sunday  
 

If you have a name of someone you 

would like to add to the prayer list, 

please contact Keith.  704-786-0166 

and leave a message or email at 

keith@sjnc.net 

————————————————- 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 06-Apr David Clary 

 06-Apr Mark Murphy 

 08-Apr David Smith 

 09-Apr Myers Jones 

 10-Apr Alex Barnhardt 

 11-Apr Troy Heston 

 11-Apr Alison Monk 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions and Receipts 

for March 29, 2020:   
$8,964.00 

  ($8,414.00 needed per week) 
 

The need for your giving and 
support continues, even though 
we have had to cancel 
gathering and corporate 
worship services.  You can mail 
y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o r 
contribute online.  Thank you 
for your continued support. 

 
   

 

CONTRIBUTE ONLINE 
You may make contributions 
online by visiting our website at 
www.sjnc.net. You may contribute 
to the General Fund or to a 
designated fund. Look for the link 
“On-Line Giving” on the 
St .James home page.  
 

OFFICE PHONE 

If you call the church office, please 

leave a message.  Staff will be 

checking their messages on a 

regular basis. 

 

 

 

 

Join Saint James Lutheran 

Church  Facebook and 

Instagram groups—send Jeremy 

Jay any pictures and/or articles you 

would like to have posted at                   

jeremy@pbnjay.com 

 

St. James YouTube Channel 

Search for St. James Lutheran 

Church Concord NC and subscribe. 

 

 

 

 

 
Music Copyright Information 
"Hosanna filio David: Choral Fugue" from Twelve Choral 
Preludes on Gregorian Chant Themes, arr. by Jeanne Demessieux. 
Copyright © 1995 by Summy-Birchard, Inc. Copyright © assigned to 
Alfred Publishing, LLC. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
"Vexilla Regis prodeunt" from Chantworks, Set II – Lent, 
Passiontide, Easter, arr. by Gerald Near. Copyright © 1998 by 
Aureole Editions. Copyright © assigned 2016 to Birnamwood 
Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, 
Inc. www.morningstarmusic.com All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

104 UNION STREET SOUTH 

PO BOX 684 

CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA  28025 

 CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166 

WEBSITE  www.sjnc.net 

 

         

    @stjamesnc 
 

OFFICE HOURS   

M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00 

Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00  

 

DIRECTORY 

Members of Saint James..............…Ministers 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith…..….Bishop 

 

SAINT JAMES STAFF 
 

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw……...Senior Pastor 

tony@sjnc.net 

 

Mike Holt…….………...…..Youth and Family 

mvholt1957@yahoo.com 

 

Keith Sutton…..……....Parish Administrator 

keith@sjnc.net 

 

Jill Irvin………….…..Finance Administrator 

jill@sjnc.net 

 

Rob Keene……..Director of Music Ministries 

rob@sjnc.net 

 

Cindy Cruse…...………..Hospitality Director 

ccruse98@twc.com 

 

Kathryn Radcliffe……...Nursery Coordinator 

krad3700@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Kenny Propst, President 

fcpinc@vnet.net  

 

Joseph Beasley, Vice President 

joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com 

 

Golda Jay, Secretary 

waselovich@gmail.com 

 

Beth Huss, Treasurer 

bethahuss82@gmail.com 

 

Ann Blackwelder .......... ablackwe89@aol.com 

Al Brown, Jr. ....... 1973yellowbug@gmail.com 

Samantha Hillegass…….Hillegass4@aol.com 

Elizabeth Hurley….elizabeth_hurley@us.aflac.com 

Hunter Huss ……....hunter@hunterhuss.com 

Nick Lovelace…..….nick.lovelace@gmail.com 

Mac Mullins.…….mciver.mullins@gmail.com 

Mark Murphy ... markncgolf@carolina.rr.com 

Al Pieschel…….…………….apieschel@ctc.net 

Jodi Ramirez…...jramirez@kannapolisnc.gov 

 

http://www.morningstarmusic.com

