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lijah finds the presence

of God not 1n
earthquake, wind, or fire,
but in the sound of sheer
silence. When the disciples
face a great storm on the
sea, they cry out with fear.
Jesus says: “Take heart, it is
I; do not be afraid.” Amid
the storms of life, we gather
to seek the calm presence of
Christ that soothes our
fears. In comforting words of
scripture and 1n the
refreshing bread and cup of
the eucharist, God grants us
peace and sends us forth to
be a sign of God’s presence
to others.

WELCOME

PRELUDE

Choral, Op. 37, No. 4 Joseph Jongen (1873 - 1953)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the #® Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are
truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of # Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people
from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:9-18
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah

now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are
still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

A reading from 1 Kings, the nineteenth chapter.

t Horeb, the mount of God, Elijah came to a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the

Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 1'He answered, “I have been very
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” 11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was
not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the
fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am
left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way
to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 6Also you
shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. 17"Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and
whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all
the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 85:8-13
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8)

A reading from Psalm 85.

will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace
to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you.
9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
U Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
1BRighteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose content
is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an
indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

A reading from Romans, the tenth chapter.

M oses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these
things will live by them.” éBut the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your
heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down) "“or ‘Who will descend into the
abyss?” that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your
lips and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); %because if you confess with your lips
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 1°For
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11'The
scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” 2For there is no distinction between
Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 3For, “Everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HoLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story,
Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

J esus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee],
while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25And early in the morning he came
walking toward them on the sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and
said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come
to you on the water.” 22He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. 3But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3lJesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him,
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN When Peace like a River

Beth Downs, vocalist
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

APOSTLES’ CREED

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in
need.

A brief silence.

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we see and hear
Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from exploitation and
abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and righteousness and
peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the
path to peace. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are lonely;
strengthen those who are seeking meaning work in order to provide for their families; support those who
are frustrated in their search for an affordable place to live; and comfort all those who are suffering and
sinking in fear this day.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

For our congregation. You have gathered us as your people, and we thank you for this gift. We pray for
those who feel disengaged during this time of social distancing, for students and teachers preparing for a
new school year, and for those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your
grace for our life together. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and places, and for the
saints in our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to yourself. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

DISSMISSAL
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Prelude in G Major, Op. 37, No. 2 Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809 - 1847)

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
104 UNION STREET SOUTH
PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28025
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

PRAYER LIST
Graham Knight, friend of
Elizabeth Hurley
Todd Walker
Alison Monk
All health care professionals and
first responders including:
Deb Bradshaw
Lauri Fowler
DeeDee Gilbert
Annette Propst
Meagan Lambert
Jason and Stephanie Matthews
Dr Bradley Propst, son of
Kenny and Annette Propst
Sam Hurley, son of Elizabeth
Hurley
Lisa Snyder, friend of Debbie
Wilkinson
Julie Greathouse, friend of
Lois Marlow
Betsy Waselovich, sister of
Golda Jay
Lauren, daughter of Angie
Buchanan
Dr. Stephanie Garrison,
daughter-in-law of Margaret
Garrison
Dr. Kevin Burns, son-in-law of
Margaret Garrison.

If you have someone you would like
to add to the prayer list, please
contact Keith. 704-786-0166 and
leave a message or email at
keith@sjnc.net

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
09-Aug Jane Brown
10-Aug Connie King
11-Aug Lyle Glatz
12-Aug Robert Davis, Jr.
12-Aug Renae Myers
12-Aug Wayne Williams
14-Aug Mike Downs
14-Aug Bill Grady
14-Aug Ethan Wickliff
15-Aug Charlotte Davis

ASSISTING IN TODAY’S
WORSHIP
Lector: Mac Mullins
Intercessor: Margaret Garrison

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE-BY

St. James will be hosting a drive-by
school supplies donation event on
Sunday August 9 from 10:00 am
until Noon. This is a way we can
support our children and youth in
the community who may need help
in returning to school. Check the
church’s website, www.sjnc.net or
Ring Out for the list of needed
supplies. There 1is a list for
Elementary School students and a
list for Middle / High School
students. If you have questions or
would like to volunteer to help
unload donated items from donor
cars, please contact Mark Murphy.

Join Saint James Lutheran
Church Facebook and
Instagram groups—send Jeremy
Jay any pictures and/or articles you
would like to have posted at
jeremy@pbnjay.com

St. James YouTube Channel
Search for St. James Lutheran
Church Concord NC and subscribe.

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw......... Senior Pastor
tony@sjnc.net

Jill Irvin....c..oennnneee. Finance Administrator
jill@sjnc.net

Mike Holt.....cccoeevenannnen Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Keith Sutton............... Parish Administrator
keith@sjnc.net

Rob Keene........ Director of Music Ministries
rob@sjnc.net

Cindy Cruse................. Hospitality Director
ccruse98@twe.com

Kathryn Radcliffe......... Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com
CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Kenny Propst, President
fepinc@vnet.net

Joseph Beasley, Vice President
joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com

Golda Jay, Secretary
waselovich@gmail.com

Beth Huss, Treasurer
bethahuss82@gmail.com

Ann Blackwelder.......... ablackwe89@aol.com
Al Brown, Jr. ....... 1973yellowbug@gmail.com
Samantha Hillegass....... Hillegass4@aol.com
Elizabeth Hurley....elizabeth_hurley@us.aflac.com

Hunter Huss .......... hunter@hunterhuss.com
Nick Lovelace......... nick.lovelace@gmail.com
Mac Mullins........ mciver.mullins@gmail.com
Mark Murphy ... markncgolf@carolina.rr.com
Al Pieschel........cccvvnenenn.n. apieschel@ctc.net

Jodi Ramirez......jramirez@kannapolisnc.gov

n @stjamesnc

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00
Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00
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