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We Welcome Everyone on this Lord’s Day
to the Liturgy of Holy Communion.

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this
place and in this liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the
service should you have any questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign
the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself to an usher so
that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and
kneeling) in Lutheran worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,
according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For
those who desire it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the
Education Building. In keeping with CDC guidelines, and for the safety of
our children, masks must be worn by nursery attendants and children two
vears old and older.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED) are located outside the church office door, immediately behind the
Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call
from the Pastor, please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education
Building.

Join Saint James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Jeremy Jay any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at jeremyv@pbnjay.com

ﬂ @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel

Go to www.yvoutube.com and search for St. James Lutheran Church Concord NC and subscribe.
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(GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Prelude in Classic Style ~Gordon Young

Congregational Responses in Bold
(Stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

Stlence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen,

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart MARION
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1 Re - joice, ye pure in  heart! Re - joice, give thanks,and sing;
2 With voice as full and strong as 0 - cean's surg - ing praise,
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your fes - tal ban - ner wave on high, the cross of Christ your king.
send forth the stur - dy hymns of old, the psalms of an - cient days.
pour out the strains of joy and bliss, true rap - ture, no - blest mirth.
as  pil - grims through the dark - ness wend till dawns the gol-den day.
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Re - joice, give thanks, and sing!
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Re - joice! Re - joice!
5 At last the march shall end; 6 Praise God who reigns on high,
the wearied ones shall rest; the Lord whom we adore:
the pilgrims find their home at last, the Father, Son, and Spirit blest,
Jerusalem the blest. Refrain one God forevermore. Refrain
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-c¢y on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin  and shame de - part.
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join in the hymn of all cre a . . tion. To Verse 4
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
0O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who
go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever 1s
contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

(Sit)

YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME ~Martha Matthews

FIRST READING EXODUS 32:7-14

While Moses 1s on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship.
Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses
reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them.

A reading from Exodus, the thirty-second chapter.

he Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of

the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from
the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, And
have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who
brought vou up out of the land of Egypt!"” ¢The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this
people, how stiff-necked they are. '“Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot
against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 1But
Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and
with a mighty hand? "Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of
the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on
your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to
them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they
shall inherit it forever.’” And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he
planned to bring on his people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 51:1-10 (Choir chants odd verses, Congregation chants even bold verses)
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Have mercy on me, O God, according to your ! steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
3For I know | my offenses,
and my sin is ev- | er before me.
4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.
5Indeed, I was born ! steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my ! mother’s womb.
fIndeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
"Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- ! er than snow.
8LLet me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
9Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me.

SECOND READING 1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice
especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the merey shown to Paul, who once persecuted
the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of
God.

A reading from 1st Timothy, the first chapter.

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged
me faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a
blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had
acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith
and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for

that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
continued...
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display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe
in him for eternal life. 1"To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be
honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

HoLY GOSPEL LUKE 15:1-10

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection belween the lost being found and sinners
repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their
recovery brings joy in heaven.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

ow all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness
and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. {And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was
lost.” 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. “Or what woman
having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house,
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and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together her
friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had
lost.” 19Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Relentless Reuv. Betsy Mitchell

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation.

A brief silence.

Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with
faith and love, especially the Rev. Frank Waugh and our sisters and brothers in
Christ at Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Southern Pines, NC. Give understanding
hearts to those who work to strengthen our ecumenical and interreligious commitments.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the seasons
change, renew 1n us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us with
bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach
wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes,
and peace in our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are
lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for
those in any need especially those whom we now name before you with our lips and in
the silence of our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts.
Build up the ministries of this community especially Salvation Army Shelter of Hope,
Our Father’s House and Esther’s Heart, that we serve our neighbors and welcome the
stranger in your name. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts for
those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we
come to share eternal life with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

(Stand)
ANTHEM Lauda Anima [G-484] ~Mark Andrews

HoLy COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

(Sit)

All bap.“izea’ Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you desire to
receive Communion, please proceed toward the chancel steps by way of the center aisle. You
will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake of wine, grape juice is
available in the center circle of the tray. Those who do not commune may come forward for a
blessing. After communing, please use the outside aisle to return to your seat. Communion
will be brought fo persons in the pews who are unable fo come forward. Please advise an
usher if you wish the pastor to do so.

LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you  bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

Music AT COMMUNION
How Sweet the Name of JJesus Sounds ST. PETER

(Stand)

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

BLESSING

Amen.
SENDING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and merey.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN Alleluia! Sing to Jesus HYFRYDOL
(Next Page)
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Fugue in F Major ~Johann Seb. Bach

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT

PRELUDE IN CLASSIC STYLE Contributors: Gordon Young Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.
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SENDING HYMN Alleluia! Sing to -Jesus HYFRYDOL
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CoNCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY

Members of Saint James.................Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith.........Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

Worship Leader Today
Rev. Betsy Mitchell

Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjnc.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sjnc.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music scott@sjne.net
Mike Holt, Youth and Family

mvholtl957@vahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Ann Blackwelder, President
Debbie Davis, Vice President
Chris Miller, Secretary
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Joseph Beasley
Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
Hunter Huss
Frank Irvin
Jon Miller
Mark Murphy
Dee Pieschel

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all information to the church office at

keit

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
11-Sep Riece Pittard
12-Sep Terri Fleck

13-Sep Will Gillon

16-Sep Collins Whisnant
17-Sep Evelina Matthews

CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, September 11
9:00 am Children’s Sun. Sch
9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship

4:00 pm Youth Kick Off

Monday, September 12
10:30 am Quilters Group
6:30 pm Scouts

Tuesday, September 13
12:00 pm Lively Leisures
6:00 pm Church Council

Wednesday, September 14
7:00 pm Parish Choir
9:30 pm College Online

Saturday, September 17
10:00 am Leah’s Hope
Trailer

4:00 pm Clark-Gribble
Wedding

Sunday, September 18
9:00 am Children’s Sun. Sch
9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship

11:30 am God’s Work. Our
Hands

4:00 pm Youth Gathering

Ushers:

Chip Blackwelder, Ashley
Cline, Jay Cruse, Jeff
Koenig, Michael Rinker

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor;
Christine Lovelace

Communion Assistant:
Ann Blackwelder

Acolyte/Crucifer:
Jacob / Joshua Rinker

Greeter: Samantha Hillegass

Building Supervisor:
Robert and Debbie Davis

FLOWERS The flowers
today are given by Robert
and Debbie Davis to the
Glory of God and in honor of
their children and
grandchildren and in
memory of those who lost
their lives on 9/11.

PRAYER LIST

4 Our Saviour Lutheran
Church, Southern Pines,
NC

¢ Jimmy Summers

¢ Patsy Black

¢ Martha Summers

¢ Tom Grady

¢ Laura and Sawyer Akers,
friends of Madeline
DeGrace

If you have someone you would like
to add to the prayer list, please
contact Keith at 704-786-0166 and
L’.’U,T.’(.’ ¢ .F?ll'.’h'.‘a'(lgl? or
keith@sjnc.net

ematl at

PASTORAL NEEDS: If you
have a pastoral need during
this interim time, you may
call the church office
704-786-0166 during office
hours or call Ann Blackwelder
704-786-0826 after hours.




