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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER          

PENTECOST 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 

WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and 

sustains us and all of creation. 

     Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another 

before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before 

those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to 

ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his 

death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own.  Hear the 

truth that God proclaims:  Your sins are forgiven in the name 

of ☩ Jesus Christ.  Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and 

newness to do God’s work in the world. 

     Amen. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.          
     And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 
forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and 
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
     Amen. 

104 Union Street South 
Concord, North Carolina  28025 

 
Office Phone: 704.786.0166 

Website:  www.sjnc.net    
 

I n today’s second reading 

Paul questions why we 

judge one another, since we 

all stand before the 

judgment of God. Yet we do 

sin against one another, and 

Jesus’ challenge that we 

forgive seventy-seven times 

reveals God’s boundless 

mercy. When we hear the 

words of forgiveness in 

worship and sign ourselves 

with the cross, we are 

renewed in baptism to be 

signs of reconciliation in the 

world.  
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FIRST READING  Genesis 50:15-21 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against him. You intended to do me 

harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives.  
 

A reading from Genesis, the fiftieth chapter. 
 

R ealizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge 
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached 

Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the 
crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of 
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also 
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, 
in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for 
you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.  
 
 

 The Word of the Lord.       
     Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM  Psalm 103:8-13 
Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8)  

 

A reading from Psalm one hundred three. 
  

 8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
 9you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
 

The Word of the Lord.          
     Thanks be to God. 

WORD 
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SECOND READING  Romans 14:1-12 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that despite different practices in 
worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and 
will judge each of us.  
 

A reading from Romans, the fourteenth chapter. 
 
 

W elcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some 
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise 

those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has 
welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that 
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day 
to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of 
the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give 
thanks to God. 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the 
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, 
every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be 
accountable to God.  
 

The Word of the Lord.      
     Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL    Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the 

unlimited mercy of God.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.      

     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

P eter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 

seventy-seven times. 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 

was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and 

children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, 

saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that 

slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you 

owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 

you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his 

fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 

forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay 

his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                                      
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HYMN                                  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

Nancy Sloop, Organist  / Keith Sutton, vocalist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,             

we profess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world; make it a place of 

welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools, confirmation classes and youth 

ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and growth. Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have compassion on your 

creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction, we look to you to heal, renew, and 

redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our hearts when we 

want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience and wisdom. Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are oppressed. Free 

victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound by debt. Feed all who hunger, 

and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when we are tempted 

to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a community of mercy for one another 

and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

Whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. We thank you for those who have showed us 

faithfulness, for the knees that taught us how to bow to you and the tongues that taught us to praise you. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through Christ our 

Lord. 

     Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

        and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 
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BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 

     Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 
God in peace, to love and serve the Lord! 

     Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE 
     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                                                                         EIN FESTE BERG 

 

 

 

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Music Copyright Information 
A Mighty Fortress is Our God Text:  Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship Music:  EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther Text © Lutheran Book of 

Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress, P.O. Box 1209 Minneapolis, MN 55440-1209 Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #735002 All rights reserved 
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net 

PRAYER LIST 
 

    David Smith 
 Judy McAnulty 
All health care professionals and 
first responders including:   
   Deb Bradshaw 
 Lauri Fowler 
 DeeDee Gilbert  
   Annette Propst 
 Meagan Lambert  
   Alison Monk 
 Jason and Stephanie Matthews 
 Dr Bradley Propst, son of    
    Kenny and Annette Propst 
 Sam  Hurley, son of Elizabeth 
    Hurley 
 Lisa Snyder, friend of Debbie 
    Wilkinson 
 Julie Greathouse,  friend of 
    Lois Marlow 
 Betsy Waselovich, sister of   
    Golda Jay 
 Lauren, daughter of Angie   
    Buchanan 
 Dr. Stephanie Garrison, 
 daughter-in-law of Margaret 
 Garrison 
 Dr. Kevin Burns, son-in-law of 
 Margaret Garrison. 
 

If you have someone you would like 
to add to the prayer list, please 
contact Keith.  704-786-0166 and 
leave a message or email at 
keith@sjnc.net 

————————————————- 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 13-Sept Will Gillon 
 16-Sept Collins Whisnant 
 17-Sept Evelina Matthews 
 19-Sept Trevor Matthews 

 

 
ASSISTING IN TODAY’S 
WORSHIP 
    Lector/Intercessor:  Beth Huss 

 

EMAIL SCAMS 

Have you recently received requests 

from Pastor Tony asking you to buy 

gift cards or call quickly? Rest 

assured, those emails are NOT 

coming from him. His account has 

not been hacked, rather, his 

account is being spoofed. (Emails 

look like they're coming from him 

but they're not.) It's annoying but 

there's absolutely nothing to be 

done about them. Except, we 

encourage you to be vigilant in two 

ways: 

1. Always look c lose ly  at 

the From: of the email to 

c o n f i r m  t h a t  i t ' s 

from tony@sjnc.net 

2. DO NOT reply to or click on 

anything in these emails. 

Pastor Tony will not email you 

asking you to purchase gift cards or 

send money! So please don't reply to 

these emails. When in doubt, call 

the church office: 704-786-0166. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Saint James Lutheran 

Church  Facebook and 

Instagram groups—send Jeremy 

Jay any pictures and/or articles you 

would like to have posted at                   

jeremy@pbnjay.com 

 
 

St. James YouTube Channel 

Search for St. James Lutheran 

Church Concord NC and subscribe. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

104 UNION STREET SOUTH 

PO BOX 684 

CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA  28025 

 CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166 

WEBSITE  www.sjnc.net 

   

DIRECTORY 
Members of Saint James..............…Ministers 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith…..….Bishop 

 

SAINT JAMES STAFF 
 

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw……...Senior Pastor 

tony@sjnc.net 
 

Jill Irvin………….…..Finance Administrator 

jill@sjnc.net 
 

Mike Holt…….………...…..Youth and Family 

mvholt1957@yahoo.com 
 

Keith Sutton…..……....Parish Administrator 

keith@sjnc.net 
 

Cindy Cruse…...………..Hospitality Director 

ccruse98@twc.com 
 

Kathryn Radcliffe……...Nursery Coordinator 

krad3700@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Kenny Propst ...................... President 

Joseph Beasley ........ Vice President 

Golda Jay........................... Secretary 

Beth Huss ......................... Treasurer 
 

Ann Blackwelder 

Samantha Hillegass 

Elizabeth Hurley 

Hunter Huss 

Nick Lovelace 

Mac Mullins 

Mark Murphy 

Al Pieschel 

Jodi Ramirez 

 

 
 

    @stjamesnc 
 

OFFICE HOURS   

M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00 

Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00  

mailto:tsmith@nclutheran.org

