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A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the
Evangelical lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple
to find their home in God with
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 25, 2022
10:00 A.M.

Introduction to Today’s Worship

C onsideration of and care for those in need
(especially those “at our gate,” visible to
us, of whom we are aware) is an essential
component of good stewardship. It is in the
sharing of wealth that we avoid the snare of
wealth. It is the one whom death could not
hold—who comes to us risen from the dead—
who can free us from the death grip of greed.



We Welcome Everyone on this Lord’s Day

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this
place and in this liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the
liturgy should you have any questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign
the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself to an usher so
that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and
kneeling) in Lutheran worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,
according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For
those who desire it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the
Education Building. In keeping with CDC guidelines, and for the safety of
our children, masks must be worn by nursery attendants and children two
years old and older.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED) are located outside the church office door, immediately behind the
Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish, please indicate
this to an usher or call the church office.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education
Building.

Join Saint James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Jeremy Jay any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at jeremy@pbnjay.com

n @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel
Go to www.youtube.com and search for St. James Lutheran Church Concord NC and subscribe.
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GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Récit de Cromorne ~Francois Couperin

Congregational Responses in Bold

(Stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord.
Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 1IN BABILONE
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1 Lord, whose love in hum-ble ser - vice bore the weight of hu-man need,
2 Still your chil-dren wan-der home-less; still the hun - gry cry for bread;
3 As we  wor-ship, grant us vi - sion, till your love’s re - veal-ing light
4 Called by wor-ship to your ser - vice, forth in your dear name we go,
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who up - on  the cross, for - sak - en, worked your mer-cy’s per - fect deed:
still the cap - tives long for free-dom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
in its height and depth and great-ness dawns up - on our quick-ened sight,
to the child, the youth, the a - ged, love in liv-ing deeds to show;
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we, your ser - vants, bring the wor - ship not of voice a - lone, but heart;
As you, Lord, in deep com-pas - sion healed the sick and freed the soul,
mak-ing known the needs and bur - dens your com-pas-sion bids us bear,
hope and health, good-will and com - fort, coun-sel, aid, and peace we give,
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con-se - crat - ing to your pur - pose ev-'ry gift which you im - part.
by your Spir - it send your pow - er to our world to make it whole.
stir-ring  us to ar - dent ser - vice, your a - bun-dant life to share.
that your ser - vants, Lord, in free-dom may your mer - cy know and live.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all.

And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1. Wor - thy is Christ, the Lamb who was  slain, whose
2. Pow - er, rich - es, wis - dom, and strength, and
3. Sing with all the peo - ple of God, and
4. Bless - ing, hon - or glo - ry, and might be to
5. For the Lamb who was  slain has  be -
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blood set  us free to  be peo - ple of God. Refrain
hon -oor, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - - tion. To Verse 4
God and the Lamb for - ev - er A - - men. Refrain
gun his reign Al - le - lu - - - dal  Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray, O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed
us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

(Sit)
YOUNG DiISCIPLES’ TIME ~Mac Mullins

WORD

FIRST READING AMOS 6:1a, 4-7

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, because
God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into
extle when judgment comes.

A reading from Amos, the sixth chapter.

las for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount

Samaria, *Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and
eat lambs from the flock, and calves from the stall; who sing idle songs to the sound of
the harp, and like David improvise on instruments of music; éwho drink wine from
bowls, and anoint themselves with the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of
Joseph! "Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, and the revelry of the
loungers shall pass away.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 146 (Choir chants odd verses, Congregation chants even bold verses)

ﬁ
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1Hal- | lelujah! Praise the LORD, | O my soul!
2[ will praise the LORD as long | as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
3Put not your ! trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there ! is no help.
‘When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day | their thoughts perish.
5SHappy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
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twho made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to ! those who hunger.
The LORD sets the | captive free.
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who | are
bowed down; the LORD! loves the righteous.
YThe LORD cares ! for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of the wicked.
10The LORD shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!

SECOND READING 1 TIMOTHY 6:6-19
Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His
priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich.

A reading from 1 Timothy the sixth chapter.

f course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought

nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; Sbut if we have food and
clothing, we will be content with these. 9But those who want to be rich fall into
temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people
into ruin and destruction. '“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their
eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves
with many pains. "But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 2Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold
of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good confession
in the presence of many witnesses. ¥In the presence of God, who gives life to all things,
and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession,
I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of
our Lord Jesus Christ, »which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the
blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 161t is he alone who has
immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see;
to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. 17As for those who in the present age are
rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches,
but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. ¥They are
to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, ®thus storing up for
themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of
the life that really 1s life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HoLY GOSPEL LUKE 16:19-31

Jesus tells @ parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus makes it
clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets.

Lord, we sing

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

esus said: 9“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who

feasted sumptuously every day. 2°And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, 2'who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s
table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor man died and was carried
away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. 2’In
Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with
Lazarus by his side. 2*He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for [ am in agony in these
flames.” 2°But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your
good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and
you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so
that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross
from there to us.” 2"He said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house—
28for 1 have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into
this place of torment.” 22Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should
listen to them. 3°He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.” 1 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.””

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)
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SERMON ~Mac Mullins, Seminarian
HYMN OF THE DAY The God of Abraham Praise (See Insert)

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our
pravers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. A brief silence.

O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and
gentleness. Empower the baptized by yvour Spirit to be rich in good works and ready to
share. We especially pray for the Rev. Cassie Overcash and our sisters and brothers in
Grace Lutheran Church in Thomasville, NC. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats,
especially for endangered species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and
beaches. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and those
who hold public office to act with compassion and discernment God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch
over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill especially those whom we now name before
you with our lips and in the silence of our hearts. Stir us to act in the best interest of our
neighbors. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care. Grant that the holy
angels accompany us and bring us to eternal life with them in the light of your presence.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer
these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

(Sit)

ANTHEM Softly and Tenderly ~W.L. Thompson, arr. Martin
(Stand)

SENDING
BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and raise you to life, both now
and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life (Next Page)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY
Pletn Jeu —Premier Couplet du Kyrie ~Francois Couperin

COPYRIGHT

LORD WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE Contributors; Ronald A. Nelson, Lutheran Book of Worship Tune: © 1978, 1985 Augshurg Fortress
Uszed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

SOFTLY AND TENDERLY Contributors: Words by W L. Thompson, Arranged by Gilbert Martin © 1984 by Hinshaw Music (administered
worldwide by Fred Bock Publishing Group) Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Page 10 SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH




SENDING HYMN Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life WALTON
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2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
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self - ish  strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - row’s stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil.
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion  in J_ your face.
1l £ J
EEe P R
y A ﬁ i |
<= 1 } ¥ ! ] 1 i
5 O Master, from the mountainside 6 Till all the world shall learn your love,
make haste to heal these hearts of pain; and follow where your feet have trod;
among these restless throngs abide; till glorious from your heav’'n above
oh, tread the city’s streets again; shall come the city of our God.
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CoNcoRD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

Today’s Worship Leader
Seminarian, Mac Mullins

Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjnec.net

Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sinec.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /

Director of Music scott@sjne.net

Mike Holt, Youth and Family

mvholt195 7@ vahoo.com

Kathryn Radeliffe, Nursery Coordinator

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Ann Blackwelder, President
Debbie Davis, Vice President
Chris Miller, Secretary
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Joseph Beasley
Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
Hunter Huss
Frank Irvin
Jon Miller
Mark Murphy
Dee Pieschel

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all informa

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

ion to the church office at

FLOWERS

27-Sep Jeff Faggart
27-Sep Tommy Propst
28-Sep Francie Davis
28-Sep Miles Marlow
28-Sep Chris Miller
30-Sep Jo Eng

30-Sep Katie Popovici
01-Oct Chase Lineberger
01-Oct Conner Lineberger
01-Oct Donae Yoos

CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday., September 25
9:00 am Children’s Sun. Sch
9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship
2:00 pm Confirmation
4:00 pm Youth Gathering

Monday, September 26
10:30 am Quilter's Group

Wednesday, September 28
7:00 pm Parish Choir
9:30 pm College Online

Sunday, October 2
9:00 am Children’s Sun. Sch
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Reception for
Pastor Saltzer
4:00 pm Youth Gathering

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor:
Christine Ruff

Building Supervisor:
Robert and Debbie Davis

Acolyte/Crucifer:
TBD

Greeter: Jean Beasley

The flowers today are given by
Fuller and Jean Beasley to
the Glory of God and in honor
of Robert and Lauren Beasley
as they celebrate their first
wedding anniversary.

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and Receipts
for September 18, 2022
$4,720.33
(87,271.00 needed weekly)

PRAYER LIST

¢ Grace Lutheran Church,
Thomasville, NC

Claire Ford
Elizabeth Marie Motley,
friend of Lois Marlow

¢ Jimmy Summers
¢ Martha Summers
¢ Patsy Black

¢ Tom Grady

¢ Keith Fink

*

*

If you have someone you would like
to add to the prayer list, please
contact Keith at 704-756-0166 and
leave a message or email at
keith@sine. net

Ushers:

Chip Blackwelder, Ashley
Cline, Jay Cruse, Jeff Koenig,
Michael Rinker

PASTORAL NEEDS: Ifyou
have a pastoral need during
this interim time, you may
call the church office
704-786-0166 during office
hours or call Ann Blackwelder
(704) 796-0015 after hours.




