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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER

PENTECOST
OCTOBER 18, 2020

n today’s first reading

God wuses the Gentile
ruler Cyrus to accomplish
divine purposes. When the
Pharisees try to trap Jesus,
he tells them to give the
emperor what belongs to
him and to God what
belongs to God. To gather
for worship reminds us that
our ultimate allegiance is to
God rather than to any
earthly authority. Created
in the image of God, we offer
our entire selves in the
service of God and for the
sake of the world.

WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, who creates, redeems, and

sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before
those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to
ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his
death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the
truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name
of *# Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and
newness to do God’s work in the world.

Amen.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let
us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory;
redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The LORD makes
this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness;
the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness.

A reading from Isaiah, the forty-fifth chapter.

hus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations
before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be
closed: 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut
through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so
that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4For the sake of
my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 51 am
the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, éso
that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am
the LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I
the LORD do all these things.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]

Ascribe to the Lord honor and power. (Ps. 96:7)
A reading from Psalm Ninety-Six.

1Sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD;
proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
3Declare God’s glory among the nations
and God’s wonders among all peoples.
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised,
more to be feared | than all gods.
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;
but you, O LORD, have made the heavens.
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence;
power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples,
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name;
bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.
9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;
tremble before the LORD, all the earth.
10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king!
The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”
11Tet the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD,
for you come to judge the earth.
13You will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new Christians living in
an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian
communities.

A reading from 1 Thessalonians, the first chapter.

aul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord

Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you
in our prayers, constantly sremembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God,
that he has chosen you, *because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to
be among you for your sake. 8And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution
you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need
to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among
you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, ®and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead—dJesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HoLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15-22

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s people should
pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

hen the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples

to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the
way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with
partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus,
aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used
for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 2°Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose
title?” 2'They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things
that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard this, they were amazed,;
and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN Lift Every Voice and Sing
Glenda Poole, Organist / Betsy Ellington-Boynton, vocalist
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1 Lift ev - 'ty voice and sing  till earth and heav - en ring,
2 Ston-y the road we trod, bit - ter the chas - t'ning rod,
3 God of our wea - ry years, God of our si - lent tears,
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Let our re - joic - ing rise high as the lis - t'ning skies,
yet with a stead - y beat, have not our wea - ry feet
thou who hast by thy might led us in - to the light,
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Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;
We have come o - ver a way that with tears has been wa - tered;
Lest our feet stray from the plac-es, our God, where we met thee;
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sing a song full of the hope that the pres - ent has brought us;
we have come, tread-ing our path through the blood of the slaugh - tered,

lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we for- get thee;
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fac - ing the ris - ing sun of our new day be - gun,
out from the gloom-y past, till now wc stand at last
shad-owed be - neath thy hand, may we for - ev - er stand,
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let us march on till vic - to - 1y is won.
where the  white gleam  of our bright star is cast.
truc to our God, truc to our na - tive land.
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APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,
we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy Spirit among
preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. We give thanks for the witness of your servant Luke, the
evangelist, whom the church commemorates today. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the sun to its
setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness. Raise up devoted stewards of all that you have
made. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all, may your word of justice sound forth in every place. Restore divided nations and communities
with reconciling truth. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt. Join their voices
In a new song, assuring them that you call them each by name. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of truth, you show no partiality. May your spirit guide the work of justices, magistrates, court
officials, and all vocations of the law, that your promise of restoration may be known. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you. We give thanks for
their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, " Son, and Holy Spirit bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
God in peace, to love and serve the Lord!

Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
Amazing Grace NEW BRITAIN

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
104 UNION STREET SOUTH
PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28025
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

PRAYER LIST
Chelsea Rhymer Larkin, friend
of Deborah Bradshaw
David Smith
Carole Grady
Cliff and Lee Caffrey
All health care professionals and
first responders including:
Deb Bradshaw
Lauri Fowler
DeeDee Gilbert
Annette Propst
Meagan Lambert
Alison Monk
Jason and Stephanie Matthews
Dr Bradley Propst, son of
Kenny and Annette Propst
Sam Hurley, son of Elizabeth
Hurley
Julie Greathouse, friend of
Lois Marlow
Betsy Waselovich, sister of
Golda Jay
Lauren, daughter of Angie
Buchanan
Dr. Stephanie Garrison,
daughter-in-law of Margaret
Garrison
Dr. Kevin Burns, son-in-law of
Margaret Garrison.

If you have someone you would like
to add to the prayer list, please
contact Keith. 704-786-0166 and
leave a message or email at
keith@sjnc.net

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
18-Oct Laura Baker

19-Oct Stephanie Harris
19-Oct Kim Williams

20-Oct Katie King

22-Oct Calen MacFarlane
22-Oct Joyce Smith

23-Oct John Eury

23-Oct Nancy Faggart

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Lector/Intercessor: Frank Irvin
Vocalist: Betsy Ellington-Boynton

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and Receipts
for October 11, 2020
$8,162.00
($8,414.00 needed for weekly)

Join Saint James Lutheran
Church Facebook and
Instagram groups—send Jeremy
Jay any pictures and/or articles you
would like to have posted at
jeremy@pbnjay.com

St. James YouTube Channel
Search for St. James Lutheran
Church Concord NC and subscribe.

DIRECTORY
Members of Saint James................. Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw......... Senior Pastor
tony@sjnc.net

Jill Irvin....c..oennnneee. Finance Administrator
jill@sjnc.net

Mike Holt.....cccoeevenannnen Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Keith Sutton............... Parish Administrator
keith@sjnc.net

Cindy Cruse................. Hospitality Director
ccruse98@twe.com

Kathryn Radcliffe......... Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Kenny Propst.....ccccceeenneeeens President
Joseph Beasley........ Vice President
Golda Jay.....cceeeceevrnveeeeenne. Secretary
Beth Huss ....ccccceirereneiinnnnne Treasurer

Ann Blackwelder
Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
Hunter Huss
Nick Lovelace
Mac Mullins
Mark Murphy
Al Pieschel
Jodi Ramirez

'i @stjamesnc

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00
Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00
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