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A Parish of the North Carolina Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

“Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,
Fellowship and Service”

Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to
know the compassionate heart
of Jesus. We are a community
of Christians where you can
belong before you believe. At
Saint James the beauty of
ancient worship and
traditional spiritual practices
transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we
discover the sacred in the
heart of the city. Our worship
includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and
practices along with preaching
and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life.
We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple
to find their home in God with
us. If you are looking for a
spiritual home or just
exploring the life of faith, we
hope you will walk with us on
that journey of discovery.

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY

AFTER PENTECOST

NOVEMBER 13, 2022
10:00 A.M.

Introduction to Today’s Worship

The end is near. There is no doubt about it.
The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s
texts 1s ominous. But the baptized know how to
live in the meantime. The baptized are
strengthened for the living of these days in
word and sacrament. The baptized rally
around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be
weary in doing what is right.”



We Welcome Everyone on this Lord’s Day
to the Liturgy of Holy Communion.

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this
place and in this liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the
liturgy should you have any questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign
the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor or
to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and
kneeling) in Lutheran worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,
according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For
those who desire it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the
Education Building.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED) are located outside the church office door, immediately behind the
Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call
from the Pastor, please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education
Building.

Join Saint James Lutheran St. James YouTube Channel
Church Facebook and Instagram
groups
Send the Joseph Beasley any pictures and/
or articles you would like to have posted at

joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com °
n @stjamesnc

Go to youtube.com/
@stjameslutheranconcord and subscribe.
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GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Flourish from Suite Medievale Gordon Young

Congregational Responses in Bold

(Stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast
love endures forever.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our
sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our
sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord.

Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have
done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us
by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and for his sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the # Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN O Day of Rest and Gladness ELLACOMBE
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1 O day of rest and glad - ness, O day of joy and light,
2 On you, at earth’s cre - a - tion, the light first had its birth;
3 To - day on wea - 1y na - tions the heav’'n-ly man-na falls;
4 New grac-es ev - er gain - ing from this our day of rest,
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1. Wor - thy is  Christ, the Lamb who was  slain, whose
2. Pow - er, rich - es, wis - dom, and strength, and
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blood set us free to  be peo - ple of  God. Refrain
hon oo, bless - ing, and glo - 1y are  his. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - - tion. To Verse 4
God and the Lamb for - ev - er A - - men. Refrain
gun his____ reign___ Al - le - Iu - - - dal  Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray, O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong,
nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we
may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(Sit)

YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME
CHILDREN’S CHURCH ~Martha Matthews
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FIRST READING MALACHI 4:1-2A

Malacht, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil will be
destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor God.

A reading from Malachi, the fourth chapter.

ee, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers

will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that
it will leave them neither root nor branch. 22aBut for you who revere my name the sun of
righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have ! won the victory.
20 LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the ! house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory ! of our God.
4Shout with joy to the LORD, ! all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
5Sing to the LORD! with the harp,
with the harp and the ! voice of song.
6With trumpets and the sound ! of the horn
shout with joy before the ! king, the LORD.
"Let the sea roar, and ! all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
8Let the rivers ! clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to ! judge the earth.
9The LORD will judge the ! world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity.

SECOND READING 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s return, had
ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer of this letter warns
them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work.

A reading from 2 Thessalonians, the third chapter.

ow we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away
from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they
received from us. "For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle
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when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but
with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of
you. 9This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an
example to imitate. 1°For even when we were with you, we gave you this command:
Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 'For we hear that some of you are living in
idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 2Now such persons we command and
exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
(GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HoLY GOSPEL LUKE 2:5-19

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, believers
will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to testify and to
endure without fear.

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

hen some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see,
the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown
down.” "They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this
is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will
come in my name and say, I am he! and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go after them.
9When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must
take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 1Then he said to them,
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; !'there will be great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful
portents and great signs from heaven. 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you
and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be
brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an
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opportunity to testify. *So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in
advance; ®for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be
able to withstand or contradict. ¢You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 1"You will be hated by all
because of my name. ¥But not a hair of your head will perish. 1By your endurance you
will gain your souls.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit)
SERMON Pastor Craig

ANTHEM Swell the Full Chorus George F. Handel

APOSTLES’ CREED
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

BLESSING OF OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD BOXES
Loving God, we pray for vour blessing of these shoeboxes for “Operation Christmas
Child.”

Loving God, we ask for your blessing.

We pray for the hurting children and their families whose lives will be impacted by these
boxes and the contents we’'ve packed with love.
Loving God, we pray for your touch of compassion.

We pray for children and families who are suffering in the desperate circumstances of
poverty, sickness or war, that you will meet their physical needs.
Providing God, we pray for your bounty.

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Page 9 SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH



We pray that these shoeboxes will open doors for the sharing of your good news.
Providing God, we pray for open doors.

We pray, also for all those who are participating in some way in the mission of Operation
Christmas Child, and for the process of collecting, processing, transporting and
delivering of the boxes to their destinations.
Providing God, we pray that you would open the way for these shoeboxes to
be delivered to people who need to know of your love for them. To this end,
in faith, we ask for your blessing. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.

A brief silence.

Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops,
deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with
wisdom and endurance for challenging times especially we pray for the Rev. Tommy
Lineberger and our sisters and brothers in Christ at Trinity Lutheran Church, in Vale,
NC. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of the
ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help us
care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first
responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any
wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel
in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. May
the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick especially those we name out loud and
in the silence of our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the
gospel. Highlight ways we can better work together and give us patience to work
through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.
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Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died (especially).
Comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.

(Stand)
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to
us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God!
(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. If you
desire to receive Communion, please proceed toward the chancel steps by way of the
center aisle. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable to partake
of wine, grape juice is available in the center circle of the tray. Those who do not
commune may come forward for a blessing. After communing, please use the outside
aisle to return to your seat. Communion will be brought to persons in the pews who
are unable to come forward. Please advise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.

LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace,
ANTHEM AT COMMUNION
Sing to the Lord of Harvest Healey Willan
(Stand)

PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
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PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have
united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive in
Jesus, and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, # bless you now and forever.

Amen.
SENDING HYMN

Lead On, O King Eternal LANCASHIRE
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Through days of prep - a - ta - tion your grace has made us strong;

for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums,
Your  cross is lift - ed o'er us; we jour-ney in its light;
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but deeds of love and mer - ¢y the
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the crown a- waits the con - quest; lead

on, O God of might
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY

Tambourine Toccata from Suite Medievale ~Gordon Young

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins!

COPYRIGHT

SING TO THE LORD OF HARVEST Contributors: Healey Willan Music (c)1954 Concordia Publizshing House Used with permission under ONE
LICENSE A-735002 All rights reserved.
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE  T04.786.0166

WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY

Members of Saint James.................Ministers
The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF

Rev. Craig Saltzer, Interim Pastor
csaltzer@triad.rr.com

Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjnc.net

Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sinc.net

Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music scott@sjnc.net

Mike Holt, Youth and Family
mvholt1957@yahoo.com

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
lunch995065@aol.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator
krad3700@gmail.com

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Ann Blackwelder, President
Debbie Davis, Vice President
Chris Miller, Secretary
Kenny Propst, Treasurer

Joseph Beasley
Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
Hunter Huss
Frank Irvin
Jon Miller
Mark Murphy
Dee Pieschel

OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all informa

keith

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
14-Nov Kim Johnson
15-Nov Douglas McAnulty
15-Nov Jimmy Summers
16-Nov Heidi Patterson
16-Nov Noah Pittard
17-Nov dJane Craver
17-Nov Alexander DeGrace
17-Nov Buddy McEachern
18-Nov Emerson Baker
19-Nov LeeAnn Miller

Sunday, November 13
9:00 am Children's SS
9:00 am Budget Q & A
9:15 am Parish Choir

10:00 am Worship

4:00 pm Youth Gathering

Monday, November 14
10:30 am Quilter’s Group
6:30 pm Scouts

Wednesday, November 16
2:00 pm Staff Meeting

6:00 pm Handbells

7:00 pm Parish Choir

9:30 pm College Online

Friday, November 18
Noon—7:00 pm Port-A-Pit
4:00 pm Miller Wedding
Rehearsal

Saturday, November 19
10:00 am Leah’s Hope
Trailer

6:30 pm Miller Wedding

Sunday, November 20
9:00 am Adult & Children’s
Sunday School
9:15 am Parish Choir
10:00 am Worship-Annual
Meeting
2:00 pm Confirmation
4:00 pm Youth Gathering

tion to the church office at

sjnc.net

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and Receipts
for November 6, 2022
£6,287.00
($7,371.00 needed for weekly)

PRAYER LIST
¢ Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church, Vale, NC
Jimmy Summers
Martha Summers
Patsy Black
Tom Grady
Alex Barnhardt
Clary Phillips

Jim Weisel

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP

Lector/Intercessor:
Barbara Albright

Communion Assistant:
Jodi Ramirez
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Acolyte/Crucifer:
Jodi Ramirez

Greeter:
Jean Beasley

Ushers: Mike Downs, Al
Brown, Sid Hughes, Bill
Hardister, Luke Baker

Building Supervisor:
Kenny Propst

Videographer:
Kenny Propst

FLOWERS:

The altar flowers today are
given by Samantha Hillegass
to the Glory of God and in
honor of her lovely
granddaughter, Ally
Hillegass who celebrates her
birthday on November 13.




