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Welcome!

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER
St. James is a house of prayer
where all people can come to PENTECOST

know the compassionate heart

of Jesus. We are a community JULY 17, 2022
of Christians where you can .

belong before you believe. At 10:00 A.M
Saint James the beauty of

ancient worship and

traditional spiritual practices Introduction to Today’s Worship
transform contemporary lives.

Join us as together we . -« »
discover the sacred in the Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.
heart of the city. Our worship God urges the faithful, again and again, to

includes ancient and
contemporary symbols and ) )
practices along with preaching So it was with Abraham and Sarah, Mary and

and music to inspire you to Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it
follow Jesus in your daily life.

We welcome both the spiritual
seeker and seasoned disciple word of God, the word of life.
to find their home in God with

us. If you are looking for a

spiritual home or just

exploring the life of faith, we

hope you will walk with us on

that journey of discovery.

“listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life.

1s today as we join the assembly to hear the



We Welcome Everyone on this Lord’s Day
to the Liturgy of Holy Communion.

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this
place and in this liturgy. Ushers are available in the Narthex during the
liturgy should you have any questions or concerns. Please be sure and sign
the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself to the Pastor or
to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and
kneeling) in Lutheran worship, you are invited to be seated at any point,
according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For
those who desire it, nursery care is provided on the first floor of the
Education Building. In keeping with CDC guidelines, and for the safety of
our children, masks must be worn by nursery attendants and children two
years old and older.

The First Aid Kit and the Automatic External Defibrillator
(AED) are located outside the church office door, immediately behind the
Sanctuary. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call
from the Pastor, please indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education
Building.

Join Saint James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Jeremy Jay any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted at jeremy@pbnjay.com

n @stjamesnc

St. James YouTube Channel
Go to www.youtube.com and search for St. James Lutheran Church Concord NC and subscribe.
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GATHERING

WELCOME

OPENING VOLUNTARY
Nocturne ~George F. Handel

Congregational Responses in Bold

(Stand)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may
confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Silence is held for reflection and self-examination

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly
repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,
things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again
to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve
you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
(Stand)
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GATHERING HYMN O Living Bread from Heaven AURELIA
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1 O liv - ing Bread from heav - en, how well you feed your guest!
2 My Lord, you here have led me with - in  your ho - liest place,
3 You gave me all I want - ed; this food can death de - stroy.
4 Lord, grant me then, thus strength-ened with heav’n-ly food, while here
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The gifts that you have giv - en have filled my heart with rest.
and here your-self have fed me with trea - sures of your grace;
And you have free - ly grant - ed the «cup of end-less joy.
my course on earth is  length-ened, to serve with ho - ly fear
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for you have free-1ly giv - en what earth could nev - er buy,
My Lord, 1 do not mer - it the fa - vor you have shown,
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the bread of life from heav - en, that now I shall not die.

and all my soul and spir - it bow down be - fore your throne.
I en - ter, through your mer - it, where joys un- min-gled flow.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate in  us new hearts!

CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo - ple of God.
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Final refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray, Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself
our guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we
may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
(Sit)

WORD

FIRST READING GENESIS 18:1-15
The LORD uvisits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of the birth of a child will be
fulfilled for them in their old age.

A reading from Genesis, the eighteenth chapter.

YOUNG DISCIPLES’ TIME ~Martha Matthews

he Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the

entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw three men
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet
them, and bowed down to the ground. 3He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you,
do not pass by your servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet,
and rest yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your
servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And Abraham hastened into the
tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour,
knead it, and make cakes.” "Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and
good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds
and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them; and he stood
by them under the tree while they ate. They said to him, “Where is your wife
Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the tent.” 1°aThen one said, “I will surely return to
you in due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” And Sarah was
listening at the tent entrance behind him. continued...
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11Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with
Sarah after the manner of women. 12So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I
have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?" 13The LORD said
to Abraham, "Why did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now
that I am old?' 14Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will
return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall have a son." 5But Sarah denied,
saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. He said, "Oh yes, you did laugh."

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 15 (Lector odd verses, Congregation even bold verses)

10 Lord, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?

2Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,
and speak the truth from their heart;

3who do not slander with their tongue, and do no evil to their friends,
nor take up a reproach against their neighbors;

4in whose eyes the wicked are despised, but who honor those who fear
the Lord; who stand by their oath even to their hurt;

5who do not lend money at interest, and do not take a bribe against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be moved.

SECOND READING COLOSSIANS 1:15-28

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in you.” Because Christ is
present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering, and glory.

A reading from Colossians, the first chapter.

hrist Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation;!¢for

in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have
been created through him and for him. 17"He himself is before all things, and in
him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place
in everything. 1For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth
or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 2!And you who were
once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22he has now reconciled in
his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy and blameless and
irreproachable before him—
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23provided that you continue securely established and steadfast in the faith,
without shifting from the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has
been proclaimed to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this
gospel. 241 am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is,
the church. 2°I became its servant according to God’s commission that was given
to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26the mystery that has been
hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his
saints. 2™To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the
riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 281t is
he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so
that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

(Stand)
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

HoLY GOSPEL LUKE 10:38-42

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her concern for her many tasks
distracts from the one thing that precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God.

T
e

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the tenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now as Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he entered a certain village,
where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. **She had a
sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was
saying. *“But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and
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asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by
myself? Tell her then to help me.” *But the Lord answered her, “Martha,
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; ““there is need of only
one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from

her.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
(Sit)
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts WALTON
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APOSTLES’ CREED

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust
and hope, we profess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the
virgin Mary, He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the

Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

(Kneel or sit, as able)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.
A brief stlence.

Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church gathers to hear
your word, share your meal, and receive your blessing, teach us to welcome
strangers as we have been welcomed by you. We especially pray for the Rev.
Samuel Shores II and our sisters and brothers in Christ at Grace Lutheran
Church in Liberty, NC. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. Teach humankind to
honor and protect all creation, including living things that remain hidden from
our eyes such as air, atmosphere, molecules, and microscopic creatures. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Through Christ you reconcile all things. Motivate those in power to end
enslavement, dehumanization, or brutality of any kind and to protect and improve
the lives of Indigenous peoples. God of grace,

hear our prayer.
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Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are worried and distracted by
many things of your constant presence. Soothe those suffering in mind, body, or
spirit. Sustain all who are afflicted and those who serve as caregivers especially
those whom we now name before you with our lips and in the silence of our hearts.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

In Christ you make your word fully known. Inspire this worshiping community to
abide fully in your word as we sit at the feet of Jesus. Bless the ministry of
teachers and Bible study leaders. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

In Christ you brought forth the firstborn from the dead. We give thanks for the
saints you have gathered at your table. Gather us with them in your eternal glory.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

(Stand)

HoLY COMMUNION

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Laft up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us; we are bold to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!
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(Sit)

All baptized Christians are welcome to Holy Communion at Saint James. [f you
desire to receive Communion, please proceed toward the chancel steps by way of the
center aisle. You will receive a wafer and a cup of wine. For those unable 1o partake
of wine, grape juice is available in the center circle of the tray. Those who do not
commune may come forward for a blessing. After communing, please use the outside
aisle to return to your seat. Communion will be brought to persons in the pews who
are unable to come forward. Please advise an usher if you wish the pastor to do so.

LAMB OF GOD Choir and Congregation
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way:;
n S— | 4 |
¥  — | | ™ | | 1 | 1
4% J;’n [ | | | L | M | | | |
G e e 2 oig

you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

Music AT COMMUNION
Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now HERR JESU CHRIST

(Stand)
PosT COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

Amen.

PosT COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you
have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us
forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to

the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and raise you to life,
both now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing SICILLIAN MARINERS
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I Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
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3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil - grim way,
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-"ling through this wil -der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful 0  your truth  may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in end-less day.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

-

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Lift Up Your Heads ~George F. Handel
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SAINT JAMES
LUTHERAN CHURCH

PO Box 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166
WEBSITE www.sjnc.net

DIRECTORY

Members of Saint James.................Ministers
The Rev. Elizaheth Eaton...Presiding Bishop
The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith......... Bishop

SAINT JAMES STAFF
Rev. Tony Bradshaw, Senior Pastor
tonv@sijnc.net

Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator
keith@sjnc.net

Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sinc.net

Scott F. Foppiano, Organist /
Director of Music scott@sjnc.net

Mike Holt, Youth and Family
mvholtl1957@vahoo.com

Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

Ann Blackwelder, President
Debbie Davis, Vice President
Chris Miller, Secretary
Kenny Propst, Treasurer
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Samantha Hillegass
Elizabeth Hurley
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Frank Irvin
Jon Miller
Mark Murphy
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OFFICE HOURS
M-Th 8:30-4:00
F 8:30-1:00

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please email all information to the church office at

keith@sjne.net

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
17-Jul Merrick Larkin
18-Jul Chris Deville
18-Jul Keith Fink

18-Jul Reggie Hardister
18-Jul Sid Hughes

21-Jul Ashley Cline

22-Jul Avery Ziegler
23-Jul Holden Downs
23-Jul Jill Trott

CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Saturday, July 16
10:00 am Leah’s Hope

Sunday, July 17
9:00 am Children’s Sunday
School
10:00 am Worship

Monday, July 18
10:30 am Quilters Group

Sunday, July 24
9:00 am Children’s Sunday
School
10:00 am Worship
11:20 am VBS Setup

ASSISTING IN RSHIP

Lector/Intercessor:
Gretchen Walker

Communion Assistant:
Kim Haberman

July Ushers:

Mark Murphy, Jeff Jones,
Jimmy Harris, Jeff Gilbert,
Tony Eury, Phil Tesh

OUR STEWARDSHIP
Contributions and Receipts
for July 10, 2022
$7,592.35
(87,371.00 needed for weekly)

PRAYER LIST

¢ (Grace Lutheran Church,
Liberty, NC

Jimmy Summers

Patsy Black

Tom Ridenhour
Ashleigh Matthews

* * * 9

If vou have someone you would like
to add to the praver list, please
contact Keith at 704-786-0166 and
leave a message or email at
keith@sjne.net

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
Save the date: Jul. 31 —Aug. 2.
Dinner will be served at 5:30 pm
each day. See the website or
Ring-Out to register.

VBS SETUP: On Sunday, July
24, starting at 11:20 at St.
James, you are invited to
participate in transforming,
setting up, preparing and
decorating the fellowship hall
and other rooms for VBS. Bring a
bag lunch and work clothes. Join
in the fun and watch the
excitement build as we prepare
to welcome our children to a
“monumental” Vacation Bible
School.




