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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER          

PENTECOST 
JULY 19, 2020 

 
 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE 

From A Triptych of Fugues, II: Slowly, expressively     Gerald Near  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.      
     Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, 

turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of 

your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 

forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord.     

     Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin. 
 

Gracious God, 

 have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 

 you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are 

 truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 

 forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 

 have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us 

 again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we 

 may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

 Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, 

and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been 

saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.    

      Amen. 

104 Union Street South 
Concord, North Carolina  28025 

 
Office Phone: 704.786.0166 

Website:  www.sjnc.net    
 

I t is an age-old question: 

why is there evil in the 

world? In the parable of the 

wheat and the weeds Jesus 

suggests that both grow 

together until the harvest. 

With Paul, we long for the 

day that all creation will be 

set free from bondage and 

suffering. Having both 

weeds and wheat within us, 

we humbly place our hope in 

the promises of God, and 

from the Lord’s table we go 

forth to bear the fruit of 

justice and mercy.  
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.          
     And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your 
Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.       
     Amen. 
 
 
 
 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 44:1-8 
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, through whom 

Israel—and we—are redeemed.  
 

A reading from Isaiah, the forty-fourth chapter. 

 

B ut now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! 2Thus says the LORD who made you, 
who formed you in the womb and will help you:  Do not fear, O Jacob my servant, Jeshurun whom I 

have chosen. 3For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my 
spirit upon your descendants, and my blessing on your offspring. 4They shall spring up like a green 
tamarisk, like willows by flowing streams. 5This one will say, "I am the LORD's," another will be called 
by the name of Jacob, yet another will write on the hand, "The LORD's," and adopt the name of Israel. 
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:  I am the first and I am the 
last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth 
before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not 
fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god 
besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.  
 
 

 The Word of the Lord.      
     Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 86:11-17 
Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth. (Ps. 86:11)  
 

 11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

  and glorify your name forevermore.  

 13For great is your love toward me; 

  you have delivered me from the pit of death. 

 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; 

  they have not set you before their eyes. 

 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

 16Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 

 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; 

  because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 
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SECOND READING  Romans 8:12-25 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us 

from For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, 
keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and 
decay.  
 

A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter. 
 
 

S o then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for if you 
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 

will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it 
is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 
glorified with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one 
who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits 
of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  
 

The Word of the Lord.      
     Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL    Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of 

sin, but not until the end of human history.  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.      

     Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

J esus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 

who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 

appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done 

this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in 

gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until 

the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles 

to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. 

And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He 

answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed 

are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed 

them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are 

collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw 

them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord.     Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
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HYMN                           My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope,             

we profess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

A brief silence. 

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your church 

throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our witness may 

be faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth. 

Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human 

family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast 

love. Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your 

children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way.   

Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new opportunities. We 

pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take the rest they need.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We remember with 

thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. Gather us with them on the day of 

salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

     hear our prayer. 
 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  
And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray, 

  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 
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BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

     Amen. 

 

DISSMISSAL 
Go in peace. Remember the poor.  

     Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE 
     Allegro maestoso e vivace                                                         Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809 - 1847) 

 

 

The Liturgy Has Ended; The Service Begins! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Music Copyright Information 
"II: Slowly, expressively" from A Triptych of Fugues by Gerald Near. Copyright © 1968 by Augsburg Publishing House. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #735002 All rights reserved.  
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please e-mail all information to the church office at keith@sjnc.net 

PRAYER LIST 
 

 Joel Blackwelder, friend of    

    Robert Davis 

 Austin Drake, great nephew of  

    Debbie Davis 
All health care professionals 
and first responders including: 
 Deb Bradshaw 
 Lauri Fowler 
 DeeDee Gilbert  
   Annette Propst 
 Meagan Lambert  
 Jason and Stephanie Matthews 
 Dr Bradley Propst, son of    
    Kenny and Annette Propst 
 Sam  Hurley, son of Elizabeth 
    Hurley 
 Lisa Snyder, friend of Debbie 
    Wilkinson 
 Julie Greathouse,  friend of 
    Lois Marlow 
 Betsy Waselovich, sister of   
    Golda Jay 
 Lauren, daughter of Angie   
    Buchanan 
 Dr. Stephanie Garrison, 
 daughter-in-law of Margaret 
 Garrison 
 Dr. Kevin Burns, son-in-law of 
 Margaret Garrison. 
 

If you have someone you would like 
to add to the prayer list, please 
contact Keith.  704-786-0166 and 
leave a message or email at 
keith@sjnc.net 

————————————————- 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 22-Jul Avery Ziegler 
 23-Jul Holden Downs 
 23-Jul Jill Trott 
 25-Jul Tom Grady 
 25-Jul Laurie Miller 
 25-Jul Justin Monk 

 

OUR STEWARDSHIP 
Contributions and Receipts 

for July 12, 2020  
$6,782.00 

  ($8,414.00 needed for weekly) 

 
 
 

ASSISTING IN TODAY’S 
WORSHIP 
     Lector:   Tom Ridenhour 
     Intercessor:  Kenny Propst 

 

MY FATHER’S HOUSE 

St. James/St. Johns Lutheran will 

be hosting My Father's House 

Ministry July 20-22.  St. James will 

provide the dinner meals on Mon, 

July 20 and Tues, July 21.  St. 

Johns is responsible for the night 

meal on Wed. July 22.  The meals 

will be dropped off at the kitchen 

door of My Father's House Ministry 

around 5:30 those days.  There are 

presently 14 people in the Ministry, 

6 adults and 8 children.  If you can 

provide an item for the meal on 

July 20 or 21, please let me know 

and I'll be glad to pick it up from 

your home.  Thanks so much for 

your help with this needed 

Ministry. Sylvia (H)704-786-0296      

(C) 704-425-8621 
 

 

Join Saint James Lutheran 

Church  Facebook and 

Instagram groups—send Jeremy 

Jay any pictures and/or articles you 

would like to have posted at                   

jeremy@pbnjay.com 
 

St. James YouTube Channel 

Search for St. James Lutheran 

Church Concord NC and subscribe. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

104 UNION STREET SOUTH 

PO BOX 684 

CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA  28025 

 CHURCH OFFICE 704.786.0166 

WEBSITE  www.sjnc.net 

 

         

    @stjamesnc 
 

OFFICE HOURS   

M-Th 8:30-4:00, F 8:30-1:00 

Closed for lunch 12:30 - 1:00  

 

DIRECTORY 

Members of Saint James..............…Ministers 

The Rev. Elizabeth Eaton...Presiding Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. Timothy M. Smith…..….Bishop 

 

SAINT JAMES STAFF 
 

The Rev. Tony Bradshaw……...Senior Pastor 

tony@sjnc.net 

 

Mike Holt…….………...…..Youth and Family 

mvholt1957@yahoo.com 

 

Keith Sutton…..……....Parish Administrator 

keith@sjnc.net 

 

Jill Irvin………….…..Finance Administrator 

jill@sjnc.net 

 

Rob Keene……..Director of Music Ministries 

rob@sjnc.net 

 

Cindy Cruse…...………..Hospitality Director 

ccruse98@twc.com 

 

Kathryn Radcliffe……...Nursery Coordinator 

krad3700@gmail.com 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

Kenny Propst, President 

fcpinc@vnet.net  

 

Joseph Beasley, Vice President 

joseph.f.beasley@gmail.com 

 

Golda Jay, Secretary 

waselovich@gmail.com 

 

Beth Huss, Treasurer 

bethahuss82@gmail.com 

 

Ann Blackwelder .......... ablackwe89@aol.com 

Al Brown, Jr. ....... 1973yellowbug@gmail.com 

Samantha Hillegass…….Hillegass4@aol.com 

Elizabeth Hurley….elizabeth_hurley@us.aflac.com 

Hunter Huss ……....hunter@hunterhuss.com 

Nick Lovelace…..….nick.lovelace@gmail.com 

Mac Mullins.…….mciver.mullins@gmail.com 

Mark Murphy ... markncgolf@carolina.rr.com 

Al Pieschel…….…………….apieschel@ctc.net 

Jodi Ramirez…...jramirez@kannapolisnc.gov 

 


