CONGRATULATIONS COOK SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

The Cook Memorial Trust Fund Committee is honored to announce this year's
scholarship recipients for the upcoming school year.

Congratulations to the following recipients:

Allison Hinson - East Carolina University
Campbell Overby - Appalachian State University
Casey Gale - UNC Wilmington
Charlotte Davis - NC State University
Coleman Carter - UNC Greensboro
Hollis Miller - Appalachian State University
Hudson Davis - Appalachian State University
Jacob Rinker - UNC Wilmington
James Hughes - UNC Charlotte
Julianna Popovoci - East Carolina University
Noah Pittard - RCCC
Sam Hurley - Johns Hopkins
William Irvin - CPCC

We are proud of their accomplishments and look forward to watching them grow in
their continuing education. When you have a chance, please join us in congratulating

them and continue to support them in both prayer and words of encouragement.
- Cook Memorial Trust Fund Committee
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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next to you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT
GROWING IN CHRIST THROUGH
WORSHIP
LEARNING
FELLOWSHIP
SERVICE

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
July 15 Margaret Ford, Mark Weisel
July 16 James Hughes, Jr., Beth Huss, Janice Klauss, Ann Ridenhour, James
Weisel
July 18 Keith Fink, Reggie Hardister, Sid Hughes, Sr.
CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, July 14 9:00 am Parish Summertime Choir

10:00 am Worship
Monday, July 15 10:30 am Quilting
Tuesday, July 16 5:30 pm Kerr St. Ministry Meal
Saturday, July 20 8:30 am Leah’s Hope Trailer
Sunday, July 21 9:00 am Parish Summertime Choir

10:00 am Worship

11:15 am VBS Volunteer Meeting (Fellowship Hall)

FALL EVENTS FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES (that means 0-99+)
Put them in your calendar.

August 11: Blessing of Backpacks AND lunch after worship.

September 20: Kids Night; movie and pizza

October 27: Trunk or Treat

November 24: Short Thanksgiving Worship followed by a Pie Party
December 1: Advent Tree Lighting (Well, technically it is a Christmas Tree)
December 8: Bethlehem at the Farm

Bethlehem at the Farm requires many volunteers.
Be on the lookout for more information.



ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor: Chris Miller
Communion Assistant: Kim Haberman
Ushers: Dale Merrell, Gretchen Walker, Robert
Davis, Lex Patterson, Samantha Hillegass
Videographer: Chris Miller
Greeter: Sylvia Corl
Building Supervisor: Chip Blackwelder

PRAYER LIST
Tom Grady; Tom Ridenhour; Noah Clifton; Angie Buchanan; Jo Eng; Sheril Rominger
(friend of the Marlow’s); Linda Jones (family members of Barbara & Dale Merrell);
Susan Tadlock (friend of Deb Black); Mary Dorothy White (friend of Patsy Black);
One Heart Global Ministries Mission Trip to Ecuador (our AirOne HVAC tech).

WELCA Save-the-Date
Save the date for Saturday, October 5, 2024, for the NC Women of the ELCA
Cabarrus/Stanly Fall Conference gathering! Program will include food, fellowship,
offerings, and special program. Registration is $10. Contact Gretchen Walker for more
information.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Registration is available for Vacation Bible School July 28-30! VBS is free to
members and visitors but requires registration. Register early to secure a spot.
Registration is available on the home page of sjnc.net.

HEY! VBS VOLUNTEERS - BACKGROUND CHECKS??

Please complete your Safe Gatherings background check. Please contact the Church
Office to get started.

HEY! VBS VOLUNTEERS - PLEASE SAVE JULY 21st
On Sunday, July 21%, there will be a meeting for all VBS volunteers immediately after
worship in the fellowship hall. We will go over assignments and begin decorating

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Gathering

Welcome / Prelude

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

p Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please sit or kneel, as able.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.



Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

A o

p Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven

A harmony graphic is not available. Please see hymn 549 in the green (LBW) hymnal.
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1 Praise, my soul, the King of heav-en; to his feet your trib - ute bring.
2 Praise him for his grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis - tress.
3 Ten - der - ly he shields and spares us; well our fee - ble frame he knows.
4 An - gels help us to a - dore him, who be-hold him face to face.
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Ran - somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv - en, ev - er - more his prais-es sing.
Praise him, still the same for -ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.
In his hands he gent-ly bears us, res-cues us from all our foes.
Sun and moon bow down be-fore him; all who dwell in time and space.

THE DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

COPYRIGHT:

Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Licenses SAS-002140, SB177826.

Awaken Me to Pray © 1990 Glory Sound, Division of Shawnee Press, Inc.



THE SENDING HYMN: Lead On, Oh King Eternal
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1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal! The day of march has come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, tll sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents will be our home.
and ho - li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for  glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher - e’er your face ap - pears.
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Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong;
for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums,
Your cross is lift - ed oer us; we jour-ney in its light;
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and now, O King e - ter - nal, we lift our bat - tle song.
but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav'n-ly king-dom comes.
the crown a - waits the con - quest; lead on, O God of might!
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Al-le - Iu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia! Praise the ev - er - last-ing King!
Al-le - lu - ia! Al -le - lu-ia! Glo-rious in his faith-ful - ness!
Al-le - lu - ia! Al -le - lu-ia!l Wide-ly as his mer-cy flows.
Al-le - lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia! Praise with us the God of grace.
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith
and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

Please sit.

THE FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15
7This is what [the Lord GOD] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built
with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. ® And the LORD said to me, “Amos,
what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
[ will never again pass them by;
9the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and [ will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
'©Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying,
“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is
not able to bear all his words. " For thus Amos has said,



‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.””
> And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your
bread there, and prophesy there; 3 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the
king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.”
4“Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but [ am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, '>and the LORD took me from following
the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.””

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ
before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He
destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, © to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace ® that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and insight ° he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, '° as a plan for the fullness of time, to
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. " In Christ we have
also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, **so that we, who were
the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory.  In him you
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; '# this is the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his

glory.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

p Let us pray.

P We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

THE BENEDICTION

P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

C Amen



Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - Tu ia.

THE GOSPEL
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
Please sit.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?

A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.

Q:  What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?

A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
salvation.

-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. Please come by way of the center aisle
and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an
usher or fellow worshiper will help you. At one time we too were confused. For those
unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available. If you are unable to come to

the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat. Please advise an usher.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

4 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become
known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for
this reason these powers are at work in him.” > But others said, “It is Elijah.” And
others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” '° But when Herod heard
of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.”

'7For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married
her. *® For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s
wife.” " And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could
not, *° for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to
listen to him. * But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet
for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. > When his daughter
Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to
the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and [ will give it.” 2> And he solemnly swore to
her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” ** She went out
and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the
baptizer.” >> Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to
give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” >° The king was deeply
grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse



her. 7 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s
head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, ** brought his head on a platter, and
gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. > When his disciples heard
about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: Rise, O Children of Salvation

A harmony graphic is not available. Please see hymn 182 in the green (LBW) hymnal.
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1 Rise, O chil - dren of sal - va - tion, all who cleave to
2 Saints and mar - tyrs long be - fore us firm - ly on this
3 Fight-ing, we shall be vic - to - rious by the blood of
4 When his ser - vants stand be - fore him, each re - ceiv - ing
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Christ the head! Wake, a - wake, O might - y na - tion,
ground have stood; see their ban - ner wav - ing o’er us,
Christ our  Lord; on our fore - heads, bright and glo - rious,
his re - ward; when his saints in light a - dore him,
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lest the foe on Zi - on tread; he draws nigh and
con - qu’rors through the Sav - ior’s blood. Ground we hold, where -
shines the wit - ness of  his word; spear and shield on

giv - ing glo - ry to the Lord; “Vic - to - ry!” our
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the
unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 0
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C And also with you. would de - fy all the hosts of God Most High.
P Lift up your hearts. gn (;f fol;id fﬁpght the faith - ful  and  the bplldd.

. at - tle - field, 1S great name; we can - not yield.
C We lift them to the Lord. song shall be, like the thun - der of the sea.
p Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

. . . : THE APOSTLES’ CREED

p It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on creator of heaven and earth.

this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the

I beli i Christ, hi ly Son, Lord,
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: elieve in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lor

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

s : ; _ — and born of the virgin Mary.
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
p Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s creation.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick

and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
opened his arms to all. C That we all may be one.



A Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
C That your Name may be glorified by all people.

A We pray for all bishops, pastors, and deacons;
C That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and

Sacraments.

A We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations

of the world;
C That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
A Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
C That our works may find favor in your sight.
A Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
C That they may be delivered from their distress.
A Give to the departed eternal rest.
C Let light perpetual shine upon them.
A We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
C May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
A Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
A brief silence for reflection.
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please sit.

THE OFFERING
THE ANTHEM Awaken Me to Pray David Lantz III
Please stand.
THE OFFERTORY
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joy of your sal-va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray.
A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen



