
HEY!  DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE? 

St. James has begun a search for a part-time Office Assistant. The Office 
Assistant is the first point of contact for St. James Lutheran Church members and its 
guests. This position is a crucial one, providing exceptional customer service and 
ensuring smooth operations in our front office. This position will work no more than 
12 hours per week. 

If you know someone, send them to our website for more information. 
  
  

UPDATE: ORGANIST /DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

            The search for a new Organist/Director of Music began on July 12th.  As this is 
being typed on July 15th, we have received four inquiries.  Please know there is little in 
the way of specifics that can or will be shared while the search is active.  General 
updates will be shared as circumstances permit.   
 
 

JULY COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 
Computer network and equipment upgrade to commence in the couple of weeks.  

This upgrade will increase productivity and efficiency. 
  

Job description for music position(s) reviewed.  They are now posted, as is the 
description for an office assistant. 

  
Council will continue its visioning work outside of regular council meetings on July 25. 
 
 
 

 St. James Staff  
Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Senior Pastor; prbill@sjnc.net  

Vacant, Director of Music 
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator; jill@sjnc.net   

Holly Sloop, Communications Coordinator; holly@sjnc.net  
Vacant, Part-Time Office Assistant 

Church Office: 704-786-0166; info@sjnc.net   
Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator; krad3700@gmail.com   

Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian  

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 21, 2024 

The Holy Communion 
10:00am 
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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  If you 
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” 
please speak to Pastor Bill.   If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the 
person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.  
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first 
floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), 
please sign a pew pad. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK  
 

July 21  Ashley Cline 
July 22 Avery Ziegler 
July 23 Holden Downs, Jill Trott 
July 25 Tom Grady, Laurie Miller, Justin Monk, 
July 26 Kirby Bryn, Elizabeth Hurley, Al Pieschel 
July 27 Janet Patterson, Michael Rinker 

 
 

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 
Sunday, July 21  9:00 am Parish Summertime Choir  

10:00 am Worship  
11:15 am  VBS Volunteer Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

  
Monday, July 22  10:30 am  Quilting  
 
Sunday, July 28  9:00 am Parish Summertime Choir   

10:00 am Worship  
5:30 pm  Vacation Bible School 

 
 

FALL EVENTS FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES (that means 0-99+) 
Put them in your calendar. 

 
August 11:  Blessing of Backpacks AND lunch after worship. 
September 20: Kids Night; movie and pizza 
October 27:  Trunk or Treat 
November 24: Short Thanksgiving Worship followed by a Pie Party 
December 1:  Advent Tree Lighting (Well, technically it is a Christmas Tree) 
December 8:  Bethlehem at the Farm 
 

Bethlehem at the Farm requires many volunteers.   
Be on the lookout for more information.   

 
 



ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 

Lector/Intercessor: Barbara Albright 
Communion Assistant: Samantha Hillegass 

Ushers: Dale Merrell, Gretchen Walker, Robert  
Davis, Lex Patterson, Samantha Hillegass 

Videographer:  John Meadows 
Greeter:  Maureen Hollmeyer 

Building Supervisor:  Chip Blackwelder    
 

PRAYER LIST  
Tom Grady; Tom Ridenhour; Noah Clifton; Angie Buchanan; Jo Eng; Sheril Rominger 

(friend of the Marlow’s); Linda Jones (family members of Barbara & Dale Merrell); 
Mary Dorothy White (friend of Patsy Black).   

 
WELCA Save-the-Date  

Save the date for Saturday, October 5, 2024, for the NC Women of the ELCA 
Cabarrus/Stanly Fall Conference gathering! Program will include food, fellowship, 
offerings, and special program. Registration is $10. Contact Gretchen Walker for more 
information.  
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
Registration is available for Vacation Bible School July 28-30! VBS is free to 
members and visitors but requires registration. Register early to secure a spot. 

Registration is available on the home page of the website, sjnc.net. 
 

HEY!  VBS VOLUNTEERS – BACKGROUND CHECKS??  
Please complete your Safe Gatherings background check.  Please contact the Church 

Office to get started. 
 

HEY!  VBS VOLUNTEERS – MEET TODAY AFTER WORSHIP 

Today, Sunday, July 21st, there will be a meeting for all VBS volunteers immediately 
after worship in the fellowship hall.  We will go over assignments and begin 

decorating 
 
 

 

 
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Gathering 

 
 
 

Welcome / Prelude       Vater Unser in Himmelrich   JS Bach  
   

 
Please stand. 

 
THE INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Please sit or kneel, as able. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 



P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.   We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN:  All People That on Earth Do Dwell 

 
 

 

COPYRIGHT: 
Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress  
Licenses SAS-002140, SB177826. 
Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing (Text) © Oxford University Press. 198 Madison Ave., New York, NY 10016. 
Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002. All Rights Reserved. 
Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing (Arrangement) © Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under 
ONE LICENSE A-735002. All Rights Reserved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SENDING HYMN: Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Pour out upon us, O Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right, that we, who 

cannot even exist without you, may have the strength to live according to your 
will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C Amen 
 

Please sit. 
 
 
THE FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 
who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them 
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, 
says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands 
where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, 
and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says 
the LORD. 



   5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our 
righteousness.” 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
THE SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22 

11 Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” 
by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh 
by human hands—12 remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were 
far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace; in his flesh 
he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 
hostility between us. 15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, 
thus making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through 
the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17 So he came and proclaimed 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18 for through him 
both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the 
household of God, 20 built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21 In him the whole structure is joined together 
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22 in whom you also are built together 
spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand. 

 

P        We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C Amen 
 
 
THE BENEDICTION  
P       Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and  

forever. 
C Amen 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Please sit. 

 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation. 

  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 
 

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table.  Please come by way of the center aisle 
and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an 
usher or fellow worshiper will help you.  At one time we too were confused.  For those  
unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available.  If you are unable to come to 

the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat.  Please advise an usher. 
Please stand. 

 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
C Amen 
 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 
 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
 
THE GOSPEL  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

30 The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and 
taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a 
while.” For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32 And 
they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them 
going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and 
arrived ahead of them. 34 As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began 
to teach them many things. 
  53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the 
boat. 54 When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55 and rushed 
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard 
he was. 56 And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in 
the marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; 
and all who touched it were healed. 

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 
THE SERMON 

 
Please stand. 



THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing 
 

A harmony graphic is not available.  Please see hymn 196 in the green (LBW) hymnal. 
 

 
 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the 
unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

   



 
 

 
P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 
 

 
 

ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those 

in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
C That we all may be one. 
 
A Grant that every member of the Church may truly and  

humbly serve you;  
C That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
A We pray for all bishops, pastors, and deacons; 
C That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and  

Sacraments. 
 
A We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations  

of the world; 
C That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 
A Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  
C That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 
A Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  
C That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 



A Give to the departed eternal rest. 
C Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
A We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
C May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 
A Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 

A brief silence for reflection. 
 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen. 
 
 
THE PEACE  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please sit. 
 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
 
THE ANTHEM  Hymn of Promise   Natalie Sleeth 

Bella Voce 
 

Please stand. 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY 

 

 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A Blessed are you, 
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service 
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen     

 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 


