
St. James Lutheran Church
"Growing in Christ Through Worship, Learning,

Fellowship, and Service."

WEEK OF APRIL 17
RESURRECTION

SUNDAY: EASTER
The last enemy to be destroyed is
death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is
risen, and we gather together with
astonishment and joy. Christ is

risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ is
risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the
tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

EASTER VIGIL WORSHIP 7:00 AM
IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM

https://files.constantcontact.com/c7f517cf001/59341c3b-63fb-48c4-ba9e-9986eafa9829.pdf
https://youtu.be/vDjNEr0CbR0
https://files.constantcontact.com/c7f517cf001/bd93788b-3393-4f7b-a4fc-8974cfb4dfb9.pdf
https://youtu.be/07zhVg3XmwY
https://billygraham.org/video/the-cross-and-the-resurrection/?utm_source=parables_christian&utm_medium=paid_email&utm_campaign=ctv_april_the_cross_and_resurrection&SOURCE=BT2246PCC


In-Person Indoor Worship will be
Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

DOWNLOAD EASTER
VIGIL BULLETIN

Easter Vigil Worship for April 17
will be live-streamed on YouTube
beginning at 6:45 on Sunday
morning. An email with the link
will be sent on Sunday morning.
You can also watch a recorded
version later by visiting our
YouTube page. You can open or
print the bulletin and follow along
with the service.

WATCH THE
LIVESTREAM

EASTER DAY WORSHIP 10:00 AM
IN-PERSON & LIVESTREAM

In-Person Indoor Worship will be
Sunday at 10:00 a.m.

DOWNLOAD EASTER
DAY BULLETIN

Easter Day Worship for April 17
will be live-streamed on YouTube
beginning at 9:45 on Sunday
morning. An email with the link
will be sent on Sunday morning.
You can also watch a recorded
version later by visiting our
YouTube page. You can open or
print the bulletin and follow along
with the service.

https://files.constantcontact.com/c7f517cf001/59341c3b-63fb-48c4-ba9e-9986eafa9829.pdf
https://youtu.be/vDjNEr0CbR0
https://files.constantcontact.com/c7f517cf001/bd93788b-3393-4f7b-a4fc-8974cfb4dfb9.pdf


WATCH THE
LIVESTREAM

SUNDAY SCHOOL

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Children's Sunday School with grades 3-6 in mind, from 9:00 –
9:45 in the Fellowship Hall. We will read a Bible story and perhaps
work on a craft. Join us!

Also beginning April 17 (Easter Sunday),  we will have
Children's church during worship on the first and third Sundays of
the month. It will be designed for children up to the second grade. We
hope to expand to every Sunday as more volunteers are identified. 
Our youth director (Mike Holt) will be leading this ministry. 

HOLY WEEK RESOURCES

Gethsemane
The grass never sleeps.
Or the roses.
Nor does the lily have a
secret eye that shuts until
morning.
 
Jesus said, wait with me.
But the disciples slept.
 

Read the full Mary Oliver poem, Gethsemane.

https://youtu.be/07zhVg3XmwY
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yxb1yuiJugmt_gkhwm2JD2dpoWhvfsPjP2uOFswTGjeBYWUMwNBFWxmbT85HTH1fuES_kRLc9tNQhtnNxCAg1iEMOFJxLIRd3vqOzOZaklT8dGUYUNIX2QZTGPNzPgdwiqmKi0rdtnxNKcoziWIqsma1n_paOtR0HfPfJ9RSvg0fUU7aEtAa9gIdMr-dWwrJ5BvEB7Q-fhbjtAp1qz6-vja_Ry2K_WBKtmOVAY7r-uy9PN_XFA8O7VmvMnmELHnrVeyNhdMteAITGLLPy46Tuau7i5ipRQ-oEka8agtlh1Up_71qDUARhWnmv-qgFkFsw9cjgPUkdKTCFlp_lvQ2g-YwXVHruJWm3V_H2TggMjsRMZB_E2IS-0dK9HGgiBDfP4Uh90MXBzLp6m7FnHK1a5FqMQzwObMHU3RxGvTqgkzR69l42-VheYtzi85iXuDY&c=59xggZMuCddHyO--6_HEWI0K-RzlfITbuqWOiCBEPDhqJt4Csrpw7w==&ch=QJZ3g9Vt8HAhav7jq_qj0W0jkYL4GLNkbg8qq3DZ3_q8UzaXPIJaWQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yxb1yuiJugmt_gkhwm2JD2dpoWhvfsPjP2uOFswTGjeBYWUMwNBFWxmbT85HTH1fuES_kRLc9tNQhtnNxCAg1iEMOFJxLIRd3vqOzOZaklT8dGUYUNIX2QZTGPNzPgdwiqmKi0rdtnxNKcoziWIqsma1n_paOtR0HfPfJ9RSvg0fUU7aEtAa9gIdMr-dWwrJ5BvEB7Q-fhbjtAp1qz6-vja_Ry2K_WBKtmOVAY7r-uy9PN_XFA8O7VmvMnmELHnrVeyNhdMteAITGLLPy46Tuau7i5ipRQ-oEka8agtlh1Up_71qDUARhWnmv-qgFkFsw9cjgPUkdKTCFlp_lvQ2g-YwXVHruJWm3V_H2TggMjsRMZB_E2IS-0dK9HGgiBDfP4Uh90MXBzLp6m7FnHK1a5FqMQzwObMHU3RxGvTqgkzR69l42-VheYtzi85iXuDY&c=59xggZMuCddHyO--6_HEWI0K-RzlfITbuqWOiCBEPDhqJt4Csrpw7w==&ch=QJZ3g9Vt8HAhav7jq_qj0W0jkYL4GLNkbg8qq3DZ3_q8UzaXPIJaWQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yxb1yuiJugmt_gkhwm2JD2dpoWhvfsPjP2uOFswTGjeBYWUMwNBFWxmbT85HTH1fuES_kRLc9tNQhtnNxCAg1iEMOFJxLIRd3vqOzOZaklT8dGUYUNIX2QZTGPNzPgdwiqmKi0rdtnxNKcoziWIqsma1n_paOtR0HfPfJ9RSvg0fUU7aEtAa9gIdMr-dWwrJ5BvEB7Q-fhbjtAp1qz6-vja_Ry2K_WBKtmOVAY7r-uy9PN_XFA8O7VmvMnmELHnrVeyNhdMteAITGLLPy46Tuau7i5ipRQ-oEka8agtlh1Up_71qDUARhWnmv-qgFkFsw9cjgPUkdKTCFlp_lvQ2g-YwXVHruJWm3V_H2TggMjsRMZB_E2IS-0dK9HGgiBDfP4Uh90MXBzLp6m7FnHK1a5FqMQzwObMHU3RxGvTqgkzR69l42-VheYtzi85iXuDY&c=59xggZMuCddHyO--6_HEWI0K-RzlfITbuqWOiCBEPDhqJt4Csrpw7w==&ch=QJZ3g9Vt8HAhav7jq_qj0W0jkYL4GLNkbg8qq3DZ3_q8UzaXPIJaWQ==


The Good Friday 5
From NPR Classical comes five

musical Passion stories you must
hear, ranging from Bach's St.
Matthew Passion to Osvaldo

Golijov's La Pasión Según San
Marcos.

 

Listen to the Good Friday 5.

REFLECT ON THE RESURRECTION AND
SHARE THE GOOD NEWS WITH OTHERS
THIS EASTER.
Watch this month’s Billy Graham TV Special to hear Billy Graham’s
final sermon on the event he centered his life and ministry around: the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ. This inspiring message will help you as you
prepare to celebrate His victory over death this Easter—and equip you
to proclaim the Good News in your church, your community, and
beyond.

Watch Now

ON THE CALENDAR
THIS WEEK

https://www.npr.org/sections/deceptivecadence/2013/03/27/175496458/the-good-friday-5-musical-passion-stories-you-must-hear
https://billygraham.org/video/the-cross-and-the-resurrection/?utm_source=parables_christian&utm_medium=paid_email&utm_campaign=ctv_april_the_cross_and_resurrection&SOURCE=BT2246PCC


ON THE CALENDAR
THIS WEEK

Saturday, April 16
10:00 am Love Feast on the
Streets 
1:00 pm Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, April 17
 7:00 am Easter Vigil Wrshp
 8:15 am Breakfast 
 9:00 am Children's Sunday
School
10:00 am Easter Worship
 
Monday, April 18
 Church Office Closed
 
Sunday, April 24
 9:00 am Sunday School
10:00 am Worship
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS
WEEK

17-Apr Bill Fisher
17-Apr Laura Patterson
17-Apr Kirsten Ziegler
18-Apr Missy Hartman
19-Apr Mallory Horton
19-Apr Jackson Hughes
20-Apr Sondra Bryn
20-Apr George Hartsell
21-Apr Sydney Haberman
21-Apr Ryan Kuly

CHURCH NEWS
EASTER EGG HUNT

April 16

There will be an “around the
Church” Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April 16 at 1:00
pm. Please help with the egg
hunt by donating the following
items: empty eggs (plastic), filled plastic eggs, candy, stickers or small
prizes to fill empty eggs. There will be a collection box at the Portico
entrance. Please help by donating eggs and candy. We have invited
our Preschool to join in the fun.

TIME AND TALENT
Have you ever thought, I would like to read
the lessons, sing in the choir, help with
Vacation Bible School? This is your chance to



let us know. If you have not completed a
Time and Talent sheet for 2022, we ask that
you complete one as soon as possible. These
are used to match your interest on areas that
you would like to serve. You can download
below, pick up in the narthex or church office.
Thank you for your service at St. James.

TIME AND TALENT SHEET

ALTAR FLOWERS
We have several dates open in the coming
months. If you would like to place flowers on
the altar you can use the link below, sign up
on the flower calendar at the Portico entrance,
or call the church office. (704-786-The cost is
$100 for two vases.

RESERVE FLOWERS HERE

Dates Available:
April 24
May 1
June 12

https://files.constantcontact.com/c7f517cf001/4a1462e2-d84b-46c8-9f20-a3d896617602.pdf
https://forms.gle/AU4PJ1QhMC4QsYhb9




SOCIAL MINISTRY
CCM FOOD PANTRY

APRIL
This month we begin our third year of drive-through
pantries as we continue to deal with the COVID
pandemic. While currently the pandemic seems to
be receding, at least temporarily, we will continue to operate our drive-
through model here at the Crisis Center for at least the near future, as
it is a more efficient and effective model. However, we are developing
ways to enhance our ministry to our clients, including offering the
opportunity for prayer if they desire it.

Donations can be dropped by the church during office hours. Pull up
under the Portico and call the office. 704-786-0166

Our current big needs are:
Dried Beans
Canned Fruit
Canned Carrots, Mixed Vegetables, and Potatoes
Canned Chicken
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels

As always, we especially seek low sodium items, no-added-sugar
items, and whole grain items.

CHURCHWIDE / COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY STATIONS OF

THE CROSS
For over twenty years, area churches and
individuals have participated in a Good Friday
Stations of the Cross walk through downtown
Concord or through the Logan community. This
year’s walk is scheduled for April 15th at 3:30
pm, and will last about 75 minutes.
 
The walk this year will begin at Grace Lutheran Church (corner
of Chestnut and Tournament) followed by stops in the Logan
community. St. James will be participating in the readings.
 



If we have inclement weather we will hold the program at Grace
Lutheran Church. 

EASTER MESSAGE
FROM PRESIDING BISHOP

ELIZABETH EATON

View Video

NO, HE WOULDN'T
AN EASTER MESSAGE

FROM BISHOP TIM SMITH

We were having a discussion—okay,
an argument—in the Christian
Education Committee of my first
parish. I was wanting to commune
children, and the chair of the
committee was adamantly opposed.
The topic was unofficially tabled when she in frustration declared,
“Jesus would roll over in his grave if we did that!”

I knew immediately something was very wrong with what she said, but
in the heat of the argument the reason, embarrassingly, eluded me.
“Jesus would roll over in his grave…Jesus would roll over in his
grave?” As I walked across the parking lot to the parsonage, it hit me.
“Wait! No! Jesus would NOT roll over in his grave because he’s not
there! Easter!!!” How could I have been so obtuse about the very
foundation of our faith?

The Christian Ed. matriarch, of course, knew better also. It was just a

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s1p8iOOar4E


euphemism, with Jesus as the subject for emphasis and because we
were at church. Still, according to the way Luke will this month present
that first Easter morning, confusion is the Easter norm. No risen Jesus
appearances. No conversations in the garden. The women are doing
the logical, normal thing in the face of death. Remember, anoint,
grieve, bury. Dead people stay dead. Some foolish strangers ask,
“Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here. He is
risen!” How could anyone be so cruel?

Unless… No, it’s all too puzzling, too impossible. Still, we do wonder
in our deepest moments and in our darkness, “Where, if anywhere,
might I find meaning, purpose, and hope in a world that reeks of
betrayal, broken relationships and dreams, maniacal autocrat
invasions, global pandemics, guilt, grief, fear, death?” Searching
desperately for somewhere hopeful to land in a world gone mad yet
wondering if the angels and the old country song might be right, that in
following this Jesus, we’ve sadly been “looking for love in all the
wrong places.”

It would almost be better never to have believed him, never to have
followed, never to have hoped. If by some miracle the angels are right,
we have to face something infinitely more difficult than death: Life.
Changed life at that. It’s not the change itself that’s paralyzing. It’s the
loss that comes with that change. Like the cycle of domestic abuse
teaches us, we’d rather return to familiar pain than to venture into the
unknown. I’d rather be driving the bus as it goes over the cliff than
trust someone else to drive it. We neither expect nor welcome
surprises like Easter. Better to have Jesus safely and predictably
anointed for burial and sealed in the tomb than to have him on the
loose out there up to who-knows-what and expecting me to follow him
there!

The whole point and centrality of Easter—not just in our liturgical year
but in our very lives—is that God has done and is doing a new thing,
bringing life out of death, and business as usual is at best denial and
at worst unbelief. Our world, our politics, our culture, are undeniably
changing at light speed. So is our church. And in the dark, we wander
in a stupor doing the only thing we know to do. We bring spices to the
tomb. Remember. Anoint. Grieve. Bury.

It’s totally understandable, if sad, except for that one little detail my
Christian Education chair and we as the whole church forget. Easter!
He’s not here! He is risen! And angels who chide us, “Why, Church,
do you seek the living among the dead?” Why is your cemetery fund
1000 times greater than your mission budget? Who are you
worshiping anyway? What are you so afraid of?

I’m fully trusting and invite you to do the same. Because of Easter’s
promise, neither Jesus, nor the Church, nor any of us as individuals



are consigned to rolling over in our graves. If love wins, then life,
abundant life, wins. But somebody other than me or you is driving that
bus.

Easter’s rich blessings, hope, assurance, and life be with you
this week and always!

Bishop Tim Smith, NC Synod

If you would like to volunteer to help with this monthly event, contact
Mark Murphy.



OPPORTUNITY HOUSE
SUPPLIES
Opportunity House has need of supplies
for their ministry. Donations can be left
at the Portico Entrance.

Paper Towels
Toilet Paper

Laundry Soap
Men's Casual Shoes
Trash Bags (large, up to 60lbs)
Backpacks (do not have to be new, but in good condition)

YOUTH MINISTRY

UPCOMING DATES

20-Apr 9:30 pm College Online
24-Apr 4:00 pm Youth Gathering
27-Apr 9:30 pm College Online

No Youth Gathering on April 3, 10 or 17

CHURCH RESOURCES
You can manage your giving
online! Giving online is easy and
allows you to set up automatic



recurring contributions or make a
one time contribution and view
your complete online giving
history from anywhere you have
access to the Internet. In a few
short minutes, you can make a
one-time gift or set up a donation
that will process automatically on
a recurring basis. Recurring donations are convenient and provide our
church with much needed consistent support throughout the year. 

Give Now

ST. JAMES STAFF
Rev. Tony Bradshaw, Senior Pastor Email
Keith Sutton, Parish Administrator Email
Jill Irvin, Financial Administrator Email
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist / Director of Music Email
Mike Holt, Youth and Family Email
Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator Email
Ann Blackwelder, Congregation President Email

View as Webpage

Church Office: 704-786-0166
Website: www.sjnc.net

Church Email info@sjnc.net
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