
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector/Intercessor: Gretchen Walker 

Communion Assistant: Kim Haberman 
Acolyte: Joshua Rinker 

Ushers: Michael Rinker, Ashley Cline,  
Jeff Koenig, Barbara Albright 

Greeter: Jean Beasley 
Building Supervisors: Chip Blackwelder & Mike Rinker 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Joyce Beaty (friend of the Marlow’s); Cecil Berry (friend of Gretchen Walker); Family of Michael 
Black (nephew of Patsy Black); Patsy Black; Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of 

Robert & Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); Karey Conrad (friend 
of Dee Pieschel); Jennifer Cook (friend of Fonda Shumate); Catherine Durst (daughter of Anne & 

Dee Hodges); Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); 
Margaret Garrison; Tom Grady; Maureen Hollmeyer; Mary Frances Johnson (cousin of Francie 
Davis); Karen Johnston (friend of Judy Benz); Ruth Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); John 
Ledford (brother of Deb Black); Patricia Mahoney (sister-in-law of Joan Mahoney); Annaleah, 

Michael, & Preston Morrow (friends of Shannon Nesbit); Deb & Roger Myers (friends of Deb Black); 
Stan Parnell (friend of Rob & Debbie Davis); Al Pieschel; Tom Ridenhour; Roger Scarselletta 

(nephew of Joan Mahoney); Deb Walker. 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The altar flowers for today are given to the Glory of God in honor of Pastor Bill, Kevin Estes, the 

office staff, and the volunteers of St. James by Kim Haberman. 

 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
The Stewardship Committee is looking for volunteers! If you are interested, please reach 

out to Travis Nesbit in person or at tnez13@gmail.com. 
 

To assist in your offering 
Secure Online Giving 

  

 
 

Open Camera – Scan QR Code 
Thank you for supporting St. James! 

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 7, 2025 

 
The Holy Communion 

10:00am 
 

 

 

                                       
 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 
104 Union Street South 

PO Box 684 
Concord, North Carolina 28026 

704-786-0166 
www.sjnc.net  

Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor 

mailto:tnez13@gmail.com
http://www.sjnc.net/


Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  If you 
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” 
please speak to Pastor Bill.   If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the 
person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.  
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first 
floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), 
please sign a pew pad. 
 

Let us know you visited! 
 
 
 
 

Scan to connect! 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

Sept. 8 – Laura Overby, Edith Propst  

Sept. 9 – Dianne Lambert  

Sept. 10 – Ryan Patterson, Alisa Wickliff, Libby Williams 

Sept. 11 – Riece Pittard 

Sept. 13 – Will Gillon, Hoke Hoekstra, Ward Hoekstra 

 
CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 

Sunday, Sept. 7  9:00am Adult Sunday School 
9:00am Choir 

    9:30am Children’s Sunday School 
10:00am Worship  

 11:00am God’s Work. Our Hands. 
 

Monday, Sept. 8  10:30am Quilting 
  6:30pm Cub Scouts 

 

Tuesday, Sept. 9  Noon  Lively Leisures  
    6:00pm Congregation Council 
 

Thursday, Sept. 11  6:30pm Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday, Sept. 14  9:00am Adult Sunday School 

9:00am Choir 
    9:30am Children’s Sunday School 
    10:00am Worship 
 

MY FATHER’S HOUSE -SEPT. 15 & 16 
St. James Lutheran Church will provide meals for My Father’s House Ministry on Monday, 

September 15 (ham meal) and Tuesday, the 16 (chicken strip meal). If you can provide a 
side dish to accompany either meal, please contact Martha Matthews: 704-787-2180. 

Suggestions: Mac & cheese, Bob Evans mashed potatoes, baked beans, green beans, corn, 
noodle dish, or any vegetable casserole. Also collecting fruit, desserts, rolls, and snacks for 

after school tutoring. Martha will give you a head count for each meal. 
 

LIVELY LEISURES RETURNS! 
Lively Leisures starts back Sept. 9! Join us on the second Tuesday of the month at noon 
for lunch, fellowship and a presentation.  
 



 
 

St James Lutheran Church: 
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service. 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
 

Prelude                                       Toccata in D Major                  Giovanni Battista Martini  
 
Please stand. 

THE INVOCATION 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
 
THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

 
Please sit or kneel, as able. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: Lift High the Cross (Harmony: see #377 in green LBW hymnal.) 
 

 

 

 



THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
THE KYRIE 

 

 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE  

 



 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with y0u. 
P Almighty and eternal God, you know our problems and our weaknesses better 

than we ourselves. In your love and by your power help us in our confusion 
and, in spite of our weakness, make us firm in faith; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

 
 
Please sit. 

THE FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If 

you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, 
by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, 
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your 
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 17But if your heart turns 
away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve 
them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20loving the Lord your 
God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length of 
days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

THE ANTHEM    God Be in My Head    John Rutter 
 

God be in my head and in my understanding. 
God be in mine eyes and in my looking. 

God be in my mouth and in my speaking. 
God be in mine heart and in my thinking. 

 
THE SECOND READING: Philemon 1-21 

1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our 
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

4When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear 
of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the 
sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that 
we may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your 
love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 

8For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do 
your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this 
as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for 
my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly 
he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am 
sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so 
that he might be of service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the 
gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good 
deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was 
separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer 
as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much 
more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome 
me. 18If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my 
account. 19I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing 
about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from 



you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am 
writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 
 
 A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 14th chapter. 

 
 

25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to 
them, 26“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 
27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which 
of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow 
began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war 
against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he 
cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the 
terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give 
up all your possessions.  

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
Please sit. 

THE SERMON       Pastor Bill Ridenhour 
 
Please stand. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus 
 

No harmony graphic is available. Please see #487 in the green LBW hymnal. 
 

 



 
 

 
THE APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell.* 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Please sit or kneel, as able. 
 
A Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all those 

according to their needs. 
 

Gracious Father, teach us what true discipleship is. By your Spirit, give us the 
faith and steadfastness to bear its cost. Thank you for so clearly setting before 
us the “way of blessing and curse, of life and death.” Thank you for the grace to 
choose the life you offer through the death and resurrection of your Son. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for the Church around the world. Make it holy and blameless, wise 
and loving, fearless and compassionate in equal measure. Make it delight in 
your Law and proclaim your Gospel. Establish its roots in the living waters 
flowing from Christ its head and its life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the people and ministries of this congregation. Help us to meditate 
on your Word day and night. Give us grace to forgive, faithfulness to serve, and 
joyfulness to worship. Use us to lead many people to those streams of living 
water in which is found true life in Christ. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

  
We pray for persecuted Christians, for missionaries, for seminary professors 
and students, and for all pastors and evangelists. Give them wise and humble 
hearts. Use them to bring the healing and saving Gospel to those whom the 
world has despised and rejected. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for our nation and its leaders; and for the people and leaders of every 
nation on earth. Help all of us to “walk not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
stand in the way of sinners; nor sit in the seat of scoffers;” but instead to delight 
in your Law; to meditate on your will; and to practice doing it so that we may 
live before you in peace and righteousness. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

  



Your Son dignified our labor by sharing our toil. Be with your people wherever 
they work. Make leaders of industries and commerce of this land responsive to 
your will. Give us pride in what we do. Be the strong refuge of those who suffer 
want and anxiety from lack of employment. Help all who are able to work to 
find suitable and fulfilling employment, and receive just payment for their 
labor. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
We pray for everyone who needs your mercy and loving-kindness. Refresh 
their hearts; heal whatever is wounded; and restore them to fellowship with all 
who love them. As we recall Paul’s words to Philemon, we lift before you the 
plight of all who, even this day, are slaves. Deliver them from bondage, and let 
us always claim them as kindred for whom Christ has died. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy and loving Father, with gratitude and affection we entrust into your care 
our beloved dead. Through your Holy Spirit, strengthen us in our vocation as 
disciples of the Lord Jesus, so that, not counting the cost, we always bear 
faithful witness to him. For his sake, bring us into your presence, to be 
numbered with all those who serve, worship, and adore you in glory 
everlasting. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
C Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Please sit. 

THE ANTHEM  Swell the Full Chorus    G. F. Handel 
 

Swell the full chorus to sound the Lord’s praise, 
for God is our King and the Sun of our days. 

Flow sweetly the numbers that swell on his name, 
and rouse the whole nation in songs to his fame. 

 

THE OFFERING 

Please stand. 

THE OFFERTORY 
 

 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us--our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen   

 

 
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 



C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  
 and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,  
 O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;  
who on this day overcame death and the grave,  
 and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 

 
 
P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:  
 Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.  
You have filled all creation with light and life;  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.  
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.  
Through the prophets you renewed your promise;  
 and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,  
 who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom  

 and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  
 
In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup  
 we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup  
 we remember the life our Lord offered for us.  
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power  
 to share with us the great and promised feast. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,  
 the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection,  
 that we who receive the Lord's body and blood  
 may live to the praise of your glory  
 and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,  
 and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest  
 until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 



 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
Please sit. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation. 

  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 
 

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table.  Please come by way of the center aisle 
and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an  
usher or fellow worshiper will help you.  At one time we too were confused.  For those  
unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available.  If you are unable to come to 

the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat.  Please advise an usher. 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC  Andante    Franz Joseph Haydn 
(from Concerto No. 2 in E-flat) 

Alex Wilborn, trumpet 
 

Please stand. 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 



P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace. 

C Amen 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P  Let us pray, 
A Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those 

whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord  
C  Amen 

 

 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P         Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
THE SENDING HYMN: Now Thank We All Our God (See next page.) 
 

Please see hymn 534 in the green LBW hymnal for the harmony. 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude              
 

 
 
COPYRIGHT: 
Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Licenses SAS-002140, 
SB177826.  
Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus (Text and Arrangment) © Augsburg Fortress. Used by Permission Augsburg Fortress License 
SB177826. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002.  
Lift High the Cross (Text and Music) © Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP). Used by Permission.  Reprinted/podcast/ 
streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002.  

 
 

Alex Wilborn, trumpet, joined the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra as Principal 
Trumpet in 2018. Growing up in Cookeville, Tennessee, Alex began playing trumpet 
when he was 9 years old in the Cornerstone Middle School. He began trumpet lessons 
with Dr. Charles Decker in the eighth grade, and continued working with him through 
his undergraduate degree at Tennessee Technological University. During his time in 
Cookeville, he also studied with Chris McCormick and Dr. Raquel Rodriquez Samayoa. 
Alex continued his studies at The Juilliard School with Raymond Mase, Mark Gould, 
and John Thiessen.  

Alex has performed with the Metropolitan Opera Orchestra, NOVUS NY, 
Winston-Salem Symphony, and many others. Alex currently serves on faculty at the 
Eastern Music Festival, is Visiting Professor of Trumpet at University of North 
Carolina Greensboro, and maintains his own private studio.  

When Alex is not performing with the orchestra, he enjoys bouldering, taking in 
the North Carolina scenery on hikes, and keeping up with all things NBA.  Alex 
currently lives in Charlotte with his fiancée Anne and their dog Chonko. 



KEVIN ESTES FEATURED PANELIST … 
Our Director of Music Ministry, Kevin Estes, will be a featured panelist 

following the American Guild of Organist sponsored viewing of “Pipe Dreams” at 
the Independent Picture House (4237 Raleigh St., Charlotte, NC 28213) on 
Wednesday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m. All are welcome to attend! 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
God’s Work. Our Hands. Sept. 7 – 11AM 
Brass Trio   Sept. 20 – 7PM 
CROP Hunger Walk  Oct. 12 – 2PM  
Trunk or Treat  Oct. 26 – 3PM 
Organ Concert  Nov. 8 – 7PM 
Carols by Candlelight  Dec. 13 – 7PM  

 
 
 

TRI-TONE BRASS – SEPT. 20 
Join us for a memorable evening of music as three talented Juilliard graduates share their 

incredible gifts with our congregation and community. The brass trio performs on 
Saturday, Sept. 20 at 7pm. 

 
 
 

ORGAN CONCERT – NOV. 8 
Enjoy an evening of music for organ and timpani on Saturday, Nov. 8 at 7pm. Featuring: 
Brice Burton, Principle Percussionist for the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra & Dr. Kevin 

L. Estes, Director of Music Ministry & Organist. 
 

 
 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT – DEC. 13 
Join us for a congregational sing-along of Advent and Christmas Carols accompanied by 

full Orchestra, Organ and the Parish & Bell Choirs of St. James Lutheran Church on 
Saturday, December 13th at 7pm. 

 
 

MISSION AND MONEY; MONEY AND MISSION 
On Sundays, September 14th and 21st, please come to the Fellowship Hall at 9am or immediately 

after worship for an informational and learning opportunity. The same information will be shared 
on all four occasions. The goal of these sessions is to increase the congregation’s knowledge about 
how your offerings fuel our mission. In other words, this is an opportunity to answer the question, 

“where and for what do our offerings go?” Pastor Bill and Frank Irvin will be your presenters. 

 
CONCORD MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL 

Our neighbors at Central United Methodist, 30 Union Street, N. invite the entire 
community to a civil, non-partisan, non-sectarian and respectful opportunity to hear from 

the candidates for the offices of Mayor and City Council. This forum will be held on 
September 24 from 7-8:30pm. This is a community event not a church event. This is an 
opportunity for the candidates to speak directly to citizens about our city. There will be 

no endorsements or political signs in the sanctuary. Mark Plemmons of the Daily 
Independent newspaper will be the moderator. The forum will be live-streamed and 
recorded. Remember early voting begins October 16 and election day is November 4. 

 

       SONSHINE BACKPACKS  
St. James is partnering with the Sonshine Backpack Ministry, which provides weekend 
food for Cabarrus County schoolchildren in need. For 12+ years, this ministry (led by 

Bonita Rowland at St. John’s Lutheran) has helped ensure students don’t go hungry when 
school meals aren’t available. 

 

You Can Help! Needs: 
Shelf-stable milk, cereal cups, oatmeal, grits 

Mac & cheese, canned pasta, soup, veggies, fruit 
Granola bars, juice boxes, popcorn, pudding cups 

 

    Drop donations on the back counter in the church kitchen by Sept. 28. 
Questions? Contact Sylvia Corl (704-425-8621) or Gretchen Walker gwalk64@ctc.net. 

 
BLESSING BOX 

St. James is once again sponsoring the Blessing Box for the month of September. 
 

Requested items: 
Nonperishable food, baby food, bottled water, hygiene items 

 

    Items may be placed in the Blessing Box at Rotary Square or in the collection bin 
in the portico. 

mailto:gwalk64@ctc.net

