ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor: Barbara Albright
Communion Assistant: Samantha Hillegass
Ushers: Chip Blackwelder, Michael Rinker,
Ashley Cline, Jeff Koenig, Barbara Albright
Videographer: Debbie Davis
Greeter: Esther Circle
Building Supervisors: Chip Blackwelder & Michael Rinker

PRAYER LIST
Joyce Beaty (friend of the Marlow’s); Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert &
Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); Karey Conrad (friend of Dee
Pieschel); Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Anne Fridlund; Ed Frost (friend of the
Marlow’s); Tim Gibson (friend of Deb Black); Tom Grady; Scott Harrington (friend of Glenda
Poole); Linda Jones (family of Barbara & Dale Merrell); Ruther Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel);
Annaleah, Michael, & Preston Morrow (friends of Shannon Nesbit); Stan Parnell (friend of Robert
Davis); Jan Phillips (family of Brownie Brown); Tom Ridenhour; Geoff & Pam Seige (friends of
Robert & Debbie Davis).

ANNUAL MEETING
The annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, February 23rd following
worship. We will eat lunch together, pot-luck style. Bring a dish to share. We did this for
the November congregational meeting.
This meeting will have two items of business. The first is the reception of the 2024 Annual
Report. The second item concerns the need for new boilers.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are seeking volunteers to assist with Sunday ministries. If you are willing to
volunteer as a communion assistant, lector, videographer, or acolyte, please sign up by
scanning the code or visiting the website!
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The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Sunday, February 16, 2025

The Holy Communion
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St James Lutheran Church
104 Union Street South
PO Box 684
Concord, North Carolina 28026
704-786-0166
www.sjnc.net
Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor


http://www.sjnc.net/

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.
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Sunday, Feb. 16

Monday, Feb. 17
Thursday, Feb. 20

Friday, Feb. 21
Sunday, Feb. 23

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

Feb. 16 — Stephanie Matthews

Feb. 17 — Jason Matthews, Elias Rutemiller

Feb. 18 — Mark Hartman, Jodi Ramirez

Feb. 20 — Cindy Korinko

Feb. 22 — Nina Folino, Travis Nesbit, Kelly Propst

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:00am Parish Choir

9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship

10:30am Quilting

5:30pm Handbells

6:30pm Choir Rehearsal

7:00pm Youth Movie Night
9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:00am Parish Choir

9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship

11:00am Annual Meeting

FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES!

Middle & High School Youth! Join us for pizza and a movie night on Friday, Feb. 21° at
7pm in the Flex Room. Guests welcome! Please RSVP to help with planning!




ATTENTION FAMILIES
Join the Christian Education Committee and Pastor Bill on Sunday, March 2 at 9:30am
in the Fellowship Hall for a discussion on your child’s faith journey. Topics will include
incorporating music into Sunday School, adding a Sunday School class for grades 3-5 this
fall, and what, if anything you would like to see for yourselves during the time before
worship (9:30 - 10:00am).

LUNCH & LENTEN ACTIVITY DAY
Families! - Join us for special Lunch & Lent activity day! The start of Lent is a time when
we focus on getting ready for Easter! Join us Sunday, March 2nd after worship for a
light lunch and stay for a fun take-home Lent egg activity to utilize throughout the
Sundays in Lent.

CONFIRMATION PLANNING MEETING
Parents and students of confirmation age are encouraged to join the Christian Education
Committee and Pastor Bill on Sunday, March 9, after worship for a Confirmation
Planning Meeting. We'll discuss the confirmation schedule and other details for the
upcoming program.

MEAL PACKING - LIFELINE CHRISTIAN MISSION
Join us on Saturday, March 8th, at 10:00 am at Gibson Mill for a morning of service
with Lifeline Christian Mission to pack 10,800 meals! The event is from 10:00am to
1:30am, and all necessary supplies will be provided. Visit the link to sign up!
https://sjnc.net/special-event-sign-ups.
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St James Lutheran Church:
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Welcome

Prelude Les Barricades Mystérieuses Francois Couperin

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

p Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please sit or kneel, as able.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
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forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
C Amen. P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty C  Andalso with you.
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We wor- ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.

where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who an - swers prayer. Nu . ) , ,
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer - ¢y on us.
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You are seat- ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone arethe Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

P Lord God, mercifully receive the prayers of your people. Help us to see and
understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Please sit.
THE FIRST READING: Jeremiah 17:5-10

5Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere
flesh their strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. ¢ They shall be like a shrub

in the desert, and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places
of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.

7Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. 8 They shall be like
a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear when heat
comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious, and it
does not cease to bear fruit.

9 The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse — who can understand it? *° [
the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20

2 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say
there is no resurrection of the dead? 3 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then
Christ has not been raised; 4 and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation
has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. > We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did
not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. '® For if the dead are not raised, then
Christ has not been raised. 7 If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you
are still in your sins. ® Then those also who have died in Christ have perished. ¥ If for
this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 2° But in
fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

A The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
p The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

17 [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and
the coast of Tyre and Sidon."® They had come to hear him and to be healed of their
diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. ' And all in
the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of
them.

20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God. * “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be
filled. “Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you,
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 2 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,
for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich,for you have received your consolation. 2 “Woe to
you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to you who are laughing now,
for you will mourn and weep. 2 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is
what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit.
THE SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: Blest Are They (No harmony graphic available.)

THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

C

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
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1 Blest are they, the poor in spir - it; theirs is the king-dom of God.
2 Blest are they, the low -ly ones; they shall in - her - it the earth.
3 Blest are they. .. whoshowmer-cy; mer - cy shall. . be theirs.
4 Blest are they. . . who seek peace; they are the chil-dren of God.
5 Blest are you who suf -fer hate, all . . . be-cause. . of me. Re-
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Blest are they, full of sor-row; they shall be con - soled.
Blest are they who hun-ger and thirst; they shall have their fill.
Blest are they, the pure of heart; they . . . shall see  God.
Blest are they who suf-fer in faith; the glo -ry of God is theirs.
joice, be glad, yoursis the king-dom; shine. . . for all to  see.
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Please kneel or sit as able.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A
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With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s creation.

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, pastors, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;

That there may be justice and peace on the earth.

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest.

C Let light perpetual shine upon them.
C May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
A Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.

A brief silence for reflection.

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please sit.

THE ANTHEM I Believe in Christ Mack Wilberg

I believe in Christ; he is my King! With all my heart to him I'll sing;
I'll raise my voice in praise and joy, in grand amens my tongue employ.
I believe in Christ; he is God’s Son! On earth to dwell his soul did come.
He healed the sick; the dead he raised. Good works were his, his name be praised.

I believe in Christ — my Lord, my God! My feet he plants on gospel sod.
I'll worship him with all my might; He is the source of truth and light.
I believe in Christ; he ransoms me! From Satan’s grasp he sets me free.
And I shall live with joy and love in his eternal courts above.

I believe in Christ; he stands supreme! From him I'll gain my fondest dream.
And while I strive through grief and pain, His voice is heard; “Ye shall obtain.”
I believe in Christ; so come what may! With him I'll stand in that great day,
When on this earth he comes again to rule among the sons of men.

THE OFFERING

Please stand.

THE OFFERTORY
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pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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THE COMMUNION RITE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,

O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.

Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give way to his own brilliant light.

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est
p Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal

your reign. You are the Life and Light of all. By your powerful word you
created all things. Through the prophets you called your people to be a light to
the nations.

Blessed are you for Jesus, your Son. He is your Light, shining in our darkness
and revealing to us your mercy and might.



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his preaching and healing, his dying and rising, and
his promise to come again, we await that day when all the universe will rejoice
in your holy and life-giving light.

By your Spirit bless us and this meal, that, refreshed with this heavenly food,
we may be light for the world, revealing the brilliance of your Son.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
Please sit.
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.
Q:  What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
salvation.

-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. Please come by way of the center aisle
and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an
usher or fellow worshiper will help you. At one time we too were confused. For those
unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available. If'you are unable to come to
the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat. Please advise an usher.

Please stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING



p The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
C Amen

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

P Let us pray,

p Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

Silence for reflection.

THE BENEDICTION
p Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen

THE SENDING HYMN: God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple
2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scorn the Christ, as -
3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his ways! From the fears that  long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, sclf - ish glad - ness,
we  de - plore; let the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to
free our hearts to
rich in things and
be our glo-ry

glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac - ing of this hour, for the fac - ing  of this hour
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you wﬁgm we a - dore.
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THE DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude Allegro - Intermezzo (from Symphonie VI) Ch. M. Widor
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