
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector/Intercessor: Margaret Garrison 

Communion Assistant: Elizabeth Hurley 
Acolyte: Noah Pittard 

Ushers: Chip Popovici, Jimmy Harris,  
Jeff Jones, Jeff Gilbert, Phil Tesh 
Videographer: Debbie Davis 

Building Supervisor: Jeff Gilbert & Kenny Propst 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Cecil Berry (friend of Gretchen Walker); Family of Michael Black (nephew of Patsy Black); Patsy 

Black; Caroline Bost;  Betsy Boynton (friend of Tommy Propst); Patrick Bryn (son of Kirby & 
Sondra Bryn); Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert & Debbie Davis); Noah 
Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); Karey Conrad (friend of Dee Pieschel); Jennifer 
Cook (friend of Fonda Shumate); Catherine Durst (daughter of Anne & Dee Hodges); Nadine 
Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); Tom Grady; Harriett 
Huss Hodge; Maureen Hollmeyer; Mary Frances Johnson (cousin of Francie Davis); Karen 

Johnston (friend of Judy Benz); Ruth Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); John Ledford 
(brother of Deb Black); Barbara Merrell; Deb & Roger Myers (friends of Deb Black); Stan 

Parnell (friend of Rob & Debbie Davis); Becky Phillips; Al Pieschel; Lori Pittard; Tom 
Ridenhour. 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The Christmas Eve flowers are given to the Glory of God in memory of Jo and Don Eng by 

Kim Haberman and Kelley Carpenter.  

 
 

To assist in your offering 
Secure Online Giving 

  

 

  
  

Open Camera – Scan QR Code 
Thank you for supporting St. James! 

The Nativity of our Lord 
December 24, 2025 

 

The Holy Communion 
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St. James Lutheran Church 
104 Union Street South 

PO Box 684 
Concord, North Carolina 28026 

704-786-0166 
www.sjnc.net  

Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor 
 

http://www.sjnc.net/


Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  
If you have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to 
“make it official,” please speak to Pastor Bill.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to speak to the person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education 
Building.  A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of 
age on the first floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help 
you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to 
do so), please sign a pew pad. 

Let us know you visited! 
 
 
 
 

Scan to connect! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

St James Lutheran Church: 
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 
 

Harmony scores for the carols can be found in the green LBW hymnal. 

There is no harmony for “On Christmas Night” 
 

Prelude   The Holly and the Ivy   arr. Nealson         
 
Please stand. 

THE INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
THE READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7 His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 
A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #60 Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

 



 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
P  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and 
in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.    

C  Amen. 
 
Please sit. 

THE GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 
 

The Gospel is read in parts with carols sung between each part. 
While the carols are sung, the characters are gradually placed into the nativity scene. 

 
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house 
and family of David.  
 

 
 
 

#41 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver 
her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands 
of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 

 
#67 Away in a Manger 

 



 
 
  8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  

 
#71 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 

 

 

 

 
 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
 

#45 O Come All Ye Faithful 

 
 



17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this 
child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.]  

 
On Christmas Night 

 
 
(Children’s) SERMON 
 
Please stand. 

THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God,  

 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
         he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

THE PRAYERS 



A With joy and gratitude for the gift of Jesus, let us draw near to Almighty God in 
prayer, asking his mercy for the Church, the world, and all who need his loving-
kindness. 

 
Dear Father, thank you for giving us your Jesus, your Son born this night as 
God-with-us. Thank you for fleshing out your love, forgiveness, and peace, in a 
way we can approach, touch, and believe in our trembling hearts. Thank you 
for bringing us the light of eternity in this Babe of Bethlehem, Jesus our Savior. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Bless your Church throughout the world. Make it a place where all may hear 
the angel’s song and hasten to adore Jesus, their Lord and Savior. Shelter your 
Church in your arms, so they may gather to worship in peace and rise to serve 
you in joy. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Bless our guests and visitors, especially those whose faith wavers and whose 
hearts are heavy. Give them a glimpse of the joys you have prepared for all who 
love you. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Bless this congregation – its people and programs, its worship and service. 
Grace all we do with your strong saving love. Help us to freely share Jesus, 
today and always, with those who do not know him and with all who need him 
most. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
Bless our country, this world, and all its people and creatures, with peace and 
good will; with health and safety; with kindness and justice; with food for body 
and soul; and with love for you and one another. Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
Bless everyone for whom this season of joy is dimmed by sorrow, pain, 
loneliness, and everything else that is inflicted by evil’s power working through 
human hands. Come with healing in your wings; with tidings of great joy; and 
with light and life for all. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
Bless all who mourn with the certainty that you have opened heaven’s doors to 
all who have died trusting in your promises. Bless us each day of our earthly 

pilgrimage with peace and mercy, reconciliation and joy. And lead us, at 
length, we pray, to your bright courts of heaven, and to your endless day. Lord, 
in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Thank you for hearing our prayers, dear Lord. We entrust them, and our lives, 
into your merciful care. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Please sit. 

THE OFFERING 
 
Please stand. 

THE DOXOLOGY 
 

The Offertory is the Doxology set to the familiar Christmas carol tune, The First Noel.  
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE COMMUNION RITE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  
 and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,  
 O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh  
 you have opened the eyes of faith  
 to a new and radiant vision of your glory;  
 that, beholding the God made visible,  
 we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might: Heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Please sit. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation. 

  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 
 



Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white 
grape juice is available.  If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you.  Please 

advise an usher. 
 

The congregation is invited to sing carols during distribution. 
An interlude will be played between carols. 

 
#50 Angels From the Realms of Glory 

       

            

         
 

#44 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
 

Please see next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

#40 What Child Is This 

 



 
 
Please stand. 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
C Amen 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Let us pray, 
A  O God, in this meal we have been given a foretaste of the feast that is to come.  

Help us always to be alert to your gifts in our midst; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   

C  Amen 
 
THE BENEDICTION 
P         Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 

The congregation lights their candles. 
 

When all candles are lit, the congregation sings the carol. 
 

Please see next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SENDING HYMN: #65 Silent Night 

 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please extinguish your candle. 
 

Postlude        Ding Dong! Merrily on High  arr. Lowry                                                                
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