ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector: Kim Haberman
Communion Assistant: Margaret Garrison
Ushers: Michael Rinker, Ashley Cline,
Jeff Koenig, Barbara Albright
Videographer: Jason Pittard
Greeter: Jean Beasley
Building Supervisor: Mike Rinker

PRAYER LIST
Chip Allman (friend of the Marlow family); Cecil Berry (friend of Gretchen Walker);
Family of Michael Black (nephew of Patsy Black); Patsy Black; Angie Buchanan; Mike &
Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert & Debbie Davis); Jay Clemmer; Noah Clifton; Karey
Conrad (friend of Dee Pieschel); Catherine Durst (daughter of Anne & Dee Hodges);
Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Phyllis Freeman (Mother of Fonda Shumate);
Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); Ginger Gibbs (Friend of Jeff & Deedee Gilbert); Jeff
Gilbert; Nancy Haney (loved one of Betsy Ballard); Ryan Hardister (son of Bill & Reggie
Hardister); Linda Hartsell; Maureen Hollmeyer; Hunter Huss; Mary Frances Johnson
(cousin of Francie Davis); Karen Johnston (friend of Judy Benz); Mary Anne Lanahan
(Aunt of Francie Davis); Ruth Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); John Ledford (brother
of Deb Black); Ron Lee (neighbor of Kathryn Radcliffe); Leonard “Buddy” McEachern;
Jason Matthews; Barbara Merrell; Deb & Roger Myers (friends of Deb Black); Ruthie
O’Brien (friend of the Marlow Family); Dave Olsen (friend of Patsy Black); Mason Overby;
Stan Parnell (friend of Rob & Debbie Davis); Al Pieschel; Lori Ruff (mother of Christine
Ruff); Jessica Seeley (cousin of Christine Ruff); Doris Smith; Ruby Tyer (niece of Beth
Huss’ friend); John Walker; Mr. & Mrs. Jim Weisel.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Today’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor of God’s work. Our hands.
volunteers.

To assist in your offering
Secure Online Giving
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Open Camera - Scan QR Code
Thank you for supporting St. James

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2026

The Holy Communion
10:00am
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St. James Lutheran Church
104 Union Street South
PO Box 684
Concord, North Carolina 28026
~04-786-0166
www.sjnc.net
Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor


http://www.sjnc.net/

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next to you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.

Let us know you visited!

Scan to connect!

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK
Sept. 13 - Will Gillon, Hoke Hoekstra, Ward Hoekstra Sept. 17 — Evelina Matthews
Sept. 16 - Collins Whisnant Sept. 19 - Trevor Matthews

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, Sept. 13 9:00am Choir
9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship
11:00am God’s work. Our hands.
Monday, Sept. 14 10:30am Quilting
Thurs., Sept. 17 6:30pm Choir
7:30pm Rehearsals begin for Carols by Candlelight
Saturday, Sept.19  8:30am Leah’s Hope Trailer
Sunday, Sept. 20 9:00am Choir
9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship

HELP PROVIDE FOOD FOR MY FATHER’S HOUSE
St. James will provide meals for My Father’s House Shelter Ministry Sept. 21-22 and needs help with
sides, desserts, and snacks.
Mon., Sept. 21: Ham meal | Tues., Sept. 22: Chicken strips
Sides: Mac & cheese * Mashed potatoes * Baked beans * Green beans « Corn * Pasta/veg. casseroles * Fruit
Desserts & Snacks: Cookies * Cupcakes * Goldfish * Lance crackers * Juice boxes * Fresh fruit
To help, contact Martha Matthews: 704-787-2180.

SONSHINE BACKPACK SEPTEMBER SUPPLY DRIVE
Help provide weekend food for local children in need through our partnership with Sonshine
Backpacks! Needed: Shelf-stable milk « Cereal * Mac & cheese * Canned goods * Granola bars *
Juice « Popcorn * Pudding. Donations due by Sept. 27 on the back kitchen counter.
Questions? Contact Sylvia Corl or Gretchen Walker.

HELP BRING BETHLEHEM AT THE FARM TO LIFE!
Sunday, December 6 | 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Jones Family Farm | Off Old Salisbury Road
Imagine stepping into Bethlehem on the night Jesus was born! This special St. James tradition
brings the Christmas story to life with a marketplace, shepherds, townspeople, Mary and
Joseph, live animals, and more! We need about 50 volunteers to help make this
possible. Scan the QR code or visit our website to sign up! ->
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St James Lutheran Church:
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Please silence your phones. Thank you.

When not printed, hymn harmonies may be found in the green LBW hymnal.
Welcome

Prelude Prelude Il in G major Felix Mendelssohn

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please sit or kneel, as able.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

A T

p Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #543 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a -  tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a - dore him!
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with his  love he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!
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THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va -  tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing,sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at- tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gain
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE
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@A Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav - en- ly king, al- might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor- ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.
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Lord Je- sus Christ, on-ly Son of theFa- ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:

You take  a- way the
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You are seat- ed at the right hand of the Fa- ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone arethe Ho- ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

p O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity.
Grant us the fullness of your grace, that, pursuing what you have promised, we
may share your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Please sit.
THE FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?’ ¢ So they approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction before he
died, 7 “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong
they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the
God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. *® Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are here as your slaves.’ 9 But Joseph said to
them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 2° Even though you intended to do
harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is
doing today. #* So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In
this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

A The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
THE ANTHEM "Lord, in thy mercy grant us thy peace” Felix Mendelssohn
THE SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling
over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed
them. 4 Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand.

5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the day,
observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since
they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and
give thanks to God.

7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. 2 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be
Lord of both the dead and the living.

> Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of
God. " For it is written,

‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.’
2GS0 then, each of us will be accountable to God.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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THE HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18 chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.



Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 2> Jesus said to him,
‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

3 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. ¢ When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; >and, as he could not pay, his
lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for
him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 8 But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” 2 Then his fellow-
slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay
you.” 3° But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay
the debt. 3 When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then
his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave,
as | had mercy on you?” 3# And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until
he should pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’

P The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit.
THE SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #307 Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive
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4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and
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grant us grace to live the words we say.

will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?

debts  to us; how great our debt to you!

rec - on - ciled, our lives  will spread your peace.

THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,



the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS

The Rev. David Benke was President of the Atlantic District of the Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod and Pastor of a Brooklyn congregation on September 11, 2001. He
offered this prayer at a Yankee Stadium prayer service on September 23, 2001

A Let us approach the throne of grace on behalf of the Church, the world, and
one another.

O Lord our God, we're leaning on You today. You are our Tower of Strength,
and we're leaning on You. You are our Mighty Fortress, our God who is a Rock;
in You do we stand. Those of us who bear the name of Christ know that You
stood so tall when You stooped down to send a Son through death and life to
bring us back together, and we lean on You today.

O Tower of Strength, be with those who mourn the loss of loved ones; bring
them closer to us day by day.

O Heavenly Father, we pray at this time that You might extend Jacob's ladder
for those who ascended the stairways to save us, as others escaped the fire and
flames.

O Tower of Strength, open innocent and victimized hearts to the sacrifice of

the Innocent One; pour Your consolation upon the traumatized, especially our
children.

O Heavenly Father, un-bind, un-fear, un-scorch, un-sear our souls; renew us in
Your free Spirit.

We're leaning on You, our Tower of Strength. We find our refuge in the shadow

of Your shelter.

Lead us from this place—strong—to bring forth the power of Your love
wherever we are. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

THE PEACE

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

Please sit.

THE OFFERING

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT

Please stand.

THE OFFERTORY
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joy of your sal-va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray.



A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

THE COMMUNION RITE

p The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

p Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

p Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

p It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,

O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - 1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:

Qﬁu : - : b ! I ! : I I I
L e £ e o, , [ e ¢ 0 2
PS) I —

Heav’n and earth are full of your glo - ry.
Nu . ;
7 = | I f I T f I T | | |
v
"> ! = 7 s —+

Ho - san- na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes

| 1HE

|
|

Py | |

el | |

ANV, | | I I I i d al
in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est

p Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.

You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations.
You rescued Israel, your chosen people.

Through the prophets you renewed your promise;
and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son,
who in words and deeds proclaimed your kingdom
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup
we remember the life our Lord offered for us.

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.



p Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, and the power, and the glory,
the spirit of our Lord and of his resurrection, forever and ever. Amen.
that we who receive the Lord's body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory 0z N | N .
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. @ *— o« 7o e ’ =

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.
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yours, al-might-y  Fa- ther, now and for- ev - er. A - men THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?
THE LORD’S PRAYER A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray: Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.
C Our ’Fath er. who art in heaven Q:  What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
b 4 : « ” « . : ”
hallowed be thy name A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
> . . . . . .
thy kingdom come words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the
) . . . .
thy will be done sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
)

salvation.
-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white
grape juice is available. If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you. Please
advise an usher.



Please stand. Q
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p The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in g ] o .
hi 1 In thee is glad-ness a- mid all sad-ness, Je - sus, sun - shine of my heart.
1S grace. 2 If he is ours,. . we fear no pow-ers, not of earth or sin or death.
C Amen
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p Let us pray, By thee are giv - en the gifts of heav-en,thou the true  re-deem-er art.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the He sees and bless-es in worst dis-tress-es; he can change them with a breath.
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would n_. | i
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward Wﬁ#p%f—ﬁf—d—ﬁ%
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. J ! ' ! ' " e
C Amen Our souls thou wak - est; our bonds thou break - est. Who trusts thee sure-ly
Where-fore the sto - ry tell of his glo - ry with heart and voic-es;
Silence for reflection. 0 : i E— . R —
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has built se - cure - ly and stands for - ev - er: Al-le-1lu - ial
all heav’'n re - joic - es in him for - ev - er: Al-le-1lu - ial
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P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Our hearts are  pin - ing to see thy shin - ing, dy_ing or liv - ing.
C Amen We shout for glad - ness, tri-umph o’er sad - ness,love him and praise him
THE SENDING HYMN: #552 In Thee Is Gladness 0 — e B ———r—— i
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Please see next page. to thee are cleav-ing; naught us can sev - er: Al-le-1lu - ial
and still shall raise him glad hymns for-ev - er: Al-le-1lu - ial
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CROP WAILIK - Oct. 11
Join the St. James team on Sunday, Oct. 11 at 2pm for the annual Crop Hunger Walk.
Register to walk or donate at the link: tinyurl.com/stjamescropwalk26.




