
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector/Intercessor: Margaret Garrison 

Communion Assistant: Kim Haberman 
Acolyte: Kyleigh & Jackson Hughes,  
Josh & Jacob Rinker, Lauren Popovici 
Ushers: Chip Popovici, Jimmy Harris,  

Jeff Jones, Jeff Gilbert, Phil Tesh 
Building Supervisor: Jeff Gilbert & Kenny Propst 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Cecil Berry (friend of Gretchen Walker); Family of Michael Black (nephew of Patsy Black); Patsy 

Black; Caroline Bost;  Betsy Boynton (friend of Tommy Propst); Patrick Bryn (son of Kirby & 
Sondra Bryn); Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert & Debbie Davis); Noah 
Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); Karey Conrad (friend of Dee Pieschel); Jennifer 
Cook (friend of Fonda Shumate); Catherine Durst (daughter of Anne & Dee Hodges); Nadine 
Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); Tom Grady; Harriett 
Huss Hodge; Maureen Hollmeyer; Mary Frances Johnson (cousin of Francie Davis); Karen 

Johnston (friend of Judy Benz); Ruth Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); John Ledford 
(brother of Deb Black); Barbara Merrell; Deb & Roger Myers (friends of Deb Black); Stan 

Parnell (friend of Rob & Debbie Davis); Becky Phillips; Al Pieschel; Lori Pittard; Tom 
Ridenhour. 

 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The Christmas Eve flowers are given to the Glory of God in memory of Jo and Don Eng by 

Kim Haberman and Kelley Carpenter.  

 
 

To assist in your offering 
Secure Online Giving 

  

 

  
  

Open Camera – Scan QR Code 
Thank you for supporting St. James! 

The Nativity of our Lord 
December 24, 2025 

 

Choir and Organ Prelude 
9:30pm 

 

The Holy Communion 

10:00pm 
 

 
 

St. James Lutheran Church 
104 Union Street South 

PO Box 684 
Concord, North Carolina 28026 

704-786-0166 
www.sjnc.net  

Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor 

http://www.sjnc.net/


Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  If you 
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” 
please speak to Pastor Bill.   If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the 
person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.  
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first 
floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), 
please sign a pew pad. 
 

Let us know you visited! 
 
 
 
 

Scan to connect! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

St James Lutheran Church: 
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service. 

 

A CHORAL AND INSTRUMENTAL OFFERING 
 
I 

Prelude (from Oratorio de Noël, Op. 12)      Camille Saint-Saëns 
 

II 
There Shall a Star Come out of Jacob (from Christus) Felix Mendelssohn 
 

There shall a star come out of Jacob, 
And a scepter shall rise out of Israel. 

With might destroying princes and cities! 
 

As bright the star of morning gleams, 
So Jesus sheddeth glorious beams, 

Of light and consolation. 
Thy Word, O Lord, radiance darting, 

Truth imparting gives salvation; 
Thine be praise and adoration! 

 
III 

Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella                              arr. McDonald/Wood 
 

IV 
Patiently Have I Waited (from Oratorio de Noël) Saint-Saëns 
                  Donna Stephenson, mezzo-soprano 
 

Patiently have I waited for the Lord, 
And, lo! He heard my cry. 

 

V 
Pastorale (from Christmas Concerto, Op. 3, No. 12)  Francesco Manfredini 
 

VI 
Sussex Carol  arr. Dale Wood 
 

VII 
In My Heart I Believe, O Lord (from Oratorio de Noël)  Saint-Saëns 
          Wes Watts, tenor 
 

In my heart I believe, O Lord, 
That thou indeed art Christ, Son of the living God. 

He who was to come into this world. 
 

VIII 
Pastorale                                                                                                     Archangelo Corelli 
(from Christmas Concerto in G minor, Op. 6, No. 8) 
 

IX 
Nativity Carol                                                                                                          John Rutter  
 

Born in a stable so bare, 
Born so long ago; 

Born ’neath light of star 
He who loved us so. 

 
Far away, silent he lay, 

Born today, your homage pay, 
Christ is born for aye, 

Born on Christmas Day. 
 

Cradled by mother so fair, 
Tender her lullaby; 

Over her son so dear 
Angel hosts fill the sky. 

 



Wise men from distant far land, 
Shepherds from starry hills 
Worship this babe so rare, 

Hearts with his warmth he fills. 
 

Love in that stable was born 
Into our hearts to flow; 

Innocent dreaming babe, 
Make me thy love to know. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Music at St. James 
  
Dr. Kevin L. Estes, Director of Music Ministries and Organist. 
 
The Parish Choir 

Soprano: Patsy Black, Beth Downs, Jenny Estes, Beth Huss, Lee-Ann Miller 

Alto: Betsy Ballard, Deb Black, Jerica Newby, Glenda Poole, Donna Stephenson  

Tenor: Elizabeth Hurley, Kim Miller, J’Ericson Newby, Wes Watts 

Bass: Judah Estes, Luke Estes, Chris Miller, Jim Miller, Billy Sumner 

 
The Orchestra: 
            Trumpets: Sam Santiago, Justin Whitt 
  Trombones: Judah Estes, Luke Estes 
           Percussion: Brice Burton  
           Violin 1: David Russell, Laura Ypez, Natalia Shchokina 
           Violin 2: Sarah Case, Michelle Thompson 
           Viola: Pedro Mendez, Ning Zhao  
           Cello: Peter Case  
           Double Bass: Eric Thompson 
           Harp: Delaine Leonard 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Harmony Scores for all carols are found in the green LBW hymnal. 

 

 
 
Please stand. 

THE INVOCATION 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #45 O Come All Ye Faithful 

 



THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
THE KYRIE: #42 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
P  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and 
in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your only Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.    

C Amen. 
 
 
Please sit. 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE                Gloria in excelsis Deo                                         Vivaldi  
(from Gloria) 

 
Sung by: The St. James Parish Choir 

 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Glory to God in the highest! 
  
 

 
 
 

THE FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7  
 2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden, 



  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7 His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

THE ANTHEM                Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day Gardner 
 

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 
I would my true love did so chance 

To see the legend of my play, 
To call my true love to my dance: 

 
Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love; 

This have I done for my true love. 
 

Then was I born of a virgin pure, 
Of her I took fleshly substance; 

Thus was I knit to man's nature, 

To call my true love to my dance: 
 

In a manger laid and wrapped I was, 
So very poor this was my chance, 
Betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, 
To call my true love to my dance: 

 
Then afterwards baptized I was; 

The Holy Ghost on me did glance, 
My Father's voice heard from above, 

To call my true love to my dance: 
 
  
THE SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 
11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a 
people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Please stand. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: #71 Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

As the acclamation is sung, the congregation lights their candles. 
 

The Gospel is processed to the center of the sanctuary. 
 

The people turn toward the center with their lighted candles. The light radiates and 
illumines the Good News of the birth of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World. 

 



 

 
 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 2nd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went 
to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
      8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
  15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known 
what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in 
her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ 

 

As the Gospel is recessed, the choir will first sing an introduction, 
 followed by the people joining in the singing of “Silent Night.” 

 

 



 
 

Please extinguish your candle.  
 
 

Please sit. 

THE SERMON       Pastor Bill Ridenhour 
 
 
Please stand. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #60 Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  



 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven;  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit  
         he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
 
Please kneel or sit as able. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those 
in need, and all of God’s creation. 

 
 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For all people in their daily life and work, for families, friends and neighbors 

and for those who are alone, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For this community, the nation and the world.  For all who work for freedom, 

justice, and peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For the just and proper use of God’s creation, for the victims of poverty, fear, 

injustice and oppression, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For the peace and unity of the Church of God, for all who proclaim the gospel, 

and all who seek the truth, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For all people who are in danger, sorrow or any kind of trouble, for those who 

minister to the sick, the friendless and the needy, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
 For the special needs and concerns of this congregation and the prayers of our 

hearts for all in need, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the faithful who have gone before us and are at rest, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

 
 
THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 



Please sit. 

THE ANTHEM                              What Sweeter Music                                            Rutter  
 

What sweeter music can we bring 
Than a carol, for to sing 

The birth of this our heavenly King? 
Awake the voice! Awake the string! 

 
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 

And give the honor to this day, 
That sees December turned to May. 

 
Why does the chilling winter’s morn 

Smile, like a field beset with corn? 
Or smell like a meadow newly-shorn, 
Thus, on the sudden? Come and see 

The cause, why things thus fragrant be: 
’Tis he is born, whose quickening birth 

Gives life and luster, public mirth, 
To heaven, and the under-earth. 

 
We see him come, and know him ours, 

Who, with his sunshine and his showers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 

The darling of the world is come, 
And fit it is, we find a room 

To welcome him. The nobler part 
Of all the house here, is the heart. 

 
Which we will give him; and bequeath 

This holly, and this ivy wreath, 
To do him honor; who’s our King, 

And Lord of all this reveling. 
  

 
THE OFFERING 
 

Please stand. 

THE DOXOLOGY 
 

The Offertory is the Doxology set to the familiar Christmas carol tune, The First Noel. 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us – our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

 



 
 
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  
 and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,  
 O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.  
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh  
 you have opened the eyes of faith  
 to a new and radiant vision of your glory;  
 that, beholding the God made visible,  
 we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see.  
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

P We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,  
 whom you sent in this end of the ages  
 to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.  
He is your Word,  
 inseparable from you. 
Through him you created all things,  
 and in him you take delight.  
He is your Word,  
 sent from heaven to a virgin's womb.  
He there took on our nature and our lot  
 and was shown forth as your Son,  
 born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.  
It is he, our Lord Jesus, who fulfilled all your will  
 and won for you a holy people;  
 he stretched out his hands in suffering  
 in order to free from suffering those who trust you.  
 
It is he who, handed over to a death he freely accepted,  
 in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one,  
 to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,  
 to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection,  
 taking bread and giving thanks to you, said:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, broken for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This is my blood poured out for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection,  
 we lift this bread and cup before you,  
 giving you thanks that you have made us worthy  
 to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people.  
 
And we ask you:  



 Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your Church;  
 gather into one all who share this bread and wine;  
 fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,  
 that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ.  
 
Through him all glory and honor are yours,  
 Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  
 in your holy Church both now and forever.  
C Amen 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:   
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Please sit. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 
Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation. 

  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 
 

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white 
grape juice is available.  If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you.  Please 

advise an usher. 
 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC        Fantasia on “Greensleeves”   arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 
 
Please stand. 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
C Amen 
 
 



THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A  Let us pray, 
A  O God, in this meal we have been given a foretaste of the feast that is to come.  

Help us always to be alert to your gifts in our midst; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.   

C  Amen 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 
 

 
 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P         Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
 
THE SENDING HYMN: #39 Joy to the World  

 

 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude          Toccata on “Antioch”          Craig Phillips 
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