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ALTAR FLOWERS
Today’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in honor of St. James Lutheran Church.
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Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you're sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.

COPYRIGHT:
Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Licenses SAS-002140,
SB177826.

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

May 27 — Brad Baker, Brett Benson
May 29 — Dylan Rutemiller
May 31 — Joe Grady, Samantha Hillegass

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

Sunday, May 25 9:00am Adult Sunday School
9:00am Parish Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship
Monday, May 26 Memorial Day - Church Office Closed
Thursday, May 29 5:30pm Handbells
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, June 1 9:00am Parish Choir
9:30am Children’s Sunday School
10:00am Worship
VBS 2025!

Join us for Vacation Bible School July 20 - 22, 2025.
Register at: http://tinyurl.com/StJamesVBS25 now through July 6.
All volunteers will be required to have a current Safe Gatherings background check. Please
contact holly@sjnc.net for instructions.

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY- JUNE 8
Join us on Pentecost Sunday, June 8 as we celebrate Confirmation Sunday, a joyful
milestone in the faith journey of nine of our young members.
Following the service, all are invited to a reception in the Fellowship Hall to offer
congratulations and enjoy a time of fellowship.
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Welcome

Prelude O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines Sir C. Hubert H. Parry

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if
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St James Lutheran Church:

Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please sit or kneel, as able.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen
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p Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: Christ is Risen! Alleluia!

[0 N | |

|V A | D] | f | | | N ! | [ q

b D s o | | 1) | |

—r—1r s ’

PY) T r—1
1 Christis ris-en! Al - le - lu-ia! Ris - en our vic - to - rious head!
2 Christis ris-en! All  the sad-ness of ourLent-en fast is oO’er;
3 Christis ris-en! All the sor-row that lasteve-ning round him lay
4 Christ is ris - en! Hence-forthnev - er death or hell shall us en - thrall;
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Sing  his prais - es! Al -le - lu -ia! Christis ris-en [rom the dead!

through the o - pen gatesof glad-ness he re-turns to  life once more;
now  hasfound a glo-rious mor-row in the ris-ing of to - day.
be we Christ’s, in  him for - ev - er we have tri-umphed o - ver all.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

p The Lord be with you

C And also with you.

p O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspiration of your
Spirit to think those things which are right, and by your goodness help us to do
them; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please sit.

THE FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15

9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading
with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” *® When he had seen the
vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God
had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

"We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following
day to Neapolis, >and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 3 On the
sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a
place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered

there. * A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she
was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart
to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. > When she and her household were
baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come
and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5

1 And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high
mountain and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God.

22] saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. 23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day—
and there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory and the honor of
the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

221 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb > through the middle of the street of
the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face, and
his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more night; they need no
light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever
and ever.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le - Im - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
p The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

3Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them. 24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you
hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

25“] have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that I have said to you. ?” Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. 2 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and [ am coming
to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the
Father is greater than I. 2 And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when
it does occur, you may believe.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, O Christ.
Please sit.

THE SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: Come Down, O Love Divine
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2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions  turn
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4 And so the yearn - ing strong, with which the soul will long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - 1i - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out-pass the pow’r of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw  near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious  light shine ev - er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart,  which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess  his grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the while my path i - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com-ings weeps with  loath - ing.
where - in  the Ho - ly Spir - it makes his dwell - ing.
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THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was
made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Please kneel or sit as able.

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A

A

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your
truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Lord, in
your mercy.

Hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. Lord, in
your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in
your mercy

Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve
Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.
Lord, in your mercy



C Hear our prayer.
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THE ANTHEM O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines Sir C. Hubert H. Parry pres - ence, and give us a fore- taste of the feast to come.
O day of peace that dimly shines through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

guide us to justice, truth, and love, delivered from our selfish schemes.
May swords of hate fall from our hands, our hearts from envy find release,
till by God’s grace our warring world shall see Christ’s promised reign of peace.

A Let us pray.

A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce devour the small.
As beasts and cattle calmly graze, a little child shall lead them all.

Then enemies shall learn to love, all creatures find their true accord. A
The hope of peace shall be fulfilled, for all the earth shall know the Lord. men

THE OFFERING

Please stand.

THE OFFERTORY THE COMMUNION RITE
P The Lord be with you.
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And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God.
But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord;
for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by
his death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and
archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring light from
darkness, life from death, speech from silence. We worship you for our lives
and for the world you give us. We thank you for the new world to come and
for the love that will rule all in all.

We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the people of your
promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the memory of
the fathers, the homecoming from exile, and the prophets' words that will not
be in vain. In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled
and will fulfill all your promises.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper,
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the
Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incarnation of
your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made with us. We remember
the sacrifice of his life: his eating with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance
of death. But chiefly on this day we remember his rising from the tomb, his
ascension to the seat of power, and his sending of the holy and life-giving
Spirit. We cry out for the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come again
in beauty and power to share with us the great and promised feast.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in this bread
and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, may enter the
fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and may receive our inheritance with all
your saints in light.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and
unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes
as victorious Lord of all.
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yours, al-might-y  Fa- ther, now and for- ev - er. A - men
THE LORD’S PRAYER
p Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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grant us peace, grant us peace.
Please sit.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?

A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.

Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?

A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
salvation.

-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. Please come by way of the center aisle
and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an
usher or fellow worshiper will help you. At one time we too were confused. For those
unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available. If you are unable to come to
the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat. Please advise an usher.

Please stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
p Let us pray,



We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the
healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward

one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Silence for reflection.

&

THE BENEDICTION
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen

THE SENDING HYMN: Glories of Your Name Are Spoken
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Glo - ries of your name are spo-ken, Zi - on, «cit -y of our God;
See,  the streamsof liv-ing wa - ters, spring-ing from e - ter - nal love,

3 Round each hab - i - ta-tion hov-ring, see the cloud and fire ap - pear
4 Sav - ior, since of Zi-on’s cit -y I through grace a mem-ber am,
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he whose word can - not be bro - ken formed you for his own a - bode.
well sup - ply your sonsand daugh-ters, and all fear of want re - move.
for a glo-ry and a cov - ring, show -ing that the Lord is necar.
let the world de-ride or pit Y, I will glo-ry in your name.
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On the Rock of A -ges found-ed, what can shake your sure re - pose?
Who can faint, while such a riv - er ev - er will their thirst as-suage?
Thus de - riv - ing from their ban - ner light by night and shade by day,

Fad -ing are  the world-lings’plea-sures, all their boast-ed pomp and show;
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B | N 3 o e - MENNONITE CHILDREN’S CHOIR - JUNE 13th
ﬁH'—‘—"—d L Lo e e e e s B e o St. James will welcome the Mennonite Children's Choir of Lancaster, PA for a special
s " r oo . ﬁ r r e F—’ Ii‘ concert on Friday, June 13 at 7:00pm.

With - ya-tiors walls sur-round-ed, you moy ailea @l your foas These talented singers (grade?s 6-12) are on tour through NC & YA, sharing their beauflful
Grace which, like the Lord, the giv - er, nev -er  fails [rom age to  age. program: Morning & Evening: Songs for the Everyday — music that celebrates God’s
safe  they feed up - on the man - na which God gives them on their way. : : :
sol - id joysand last-ing trca-surcs nonc but Zi - on’s chil-dren know. presence 1n the s1mple moments of life.
T g e " . , . .
a : | ! \ .tg*—'—r—‘ - Can you open your home for the night? We're looking for members that can host singers
YA | |74 | | |74 P
[

after the concert. Hosts provide: a simple snack, bedding (or sleeping bag), and simple
breakfast. Choir members return to St. James by 8:00am the next morning to continue
their journey.
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THE DISMISSAL Contact Elizabeth Hurley for information: elizabeth.p.hurley@gmail.com; 704-796-8538.
p Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUATES! -
Postlude March Bourdin Are you about to celebrate your commencement? Let us know by June 8 so we can

recognize you! info@sjnc.net; 704-786-0166.

WE'RE HIRING!
St. James is seeking a Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries to lead and grow
our youth program. Learn more on our website and help spread the word!

VIDEOGRAPHERS NEEDED
As summer travel picks up, we will need more volunteers to keep Sunday worship
accessible online.
Serving as videographer is a simple process—just a few steps to start and stop the stream,
with optional zoom control from your seat using a tablet.
Training is easy: we can walk you through it or have you shadow a current volunteer.
Visit the website to sign up.

MEAL TRAIN OPPORTUNITY
The Meal Train for Jay Clemmer has been adjusted to one meal weekly on Mondays.
If you can assist with these efforts, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/JCMealTrain.
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