
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector/Intercessor: Margaret Garrison 
Communion Assistant: Kim Haberman 

Ushers: Wendell Overby, Frank Irvin,  
Tony Folino, Nick Lovelace, Jason Pittard 

Videographer: Jean Beasley 
Greeter: Samantha Hillegass 

Building Supervisor: Elizabeth Hurley    
 

PRAYER LIST  
Brad Baker; Joyce Beaty (friend of the Marlow’s); Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle 
(friends of Robert & Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); 

Karey Conrad (friend of Dee Pieschel); Margaret Fink; Anne Fridlund; Ed Frost (friend of the 
Marlow’s); Tim Gibson (friend of Deb Black); Tom Grady; Linda Jones (family of Barbara & 

Dale Merrell); Annaleah, Michael, & Preston Morrow (friends of Shannon Nesbit); Tom 
Ridenhour; Geoff & Pam Seige (friends of Robert & Debbie Davis). 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

 Today's flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Dale and Barbara Merrell’s 30th 
Anniversary. 

 

WESTERN NC HELENE RELIEF 
St. James Church Council invites you to support Hurricane Helene recovery efforts in Western 
NC. Donations will go to the NC Synod Disaster Fund to help impacted congregations. Please 

label your gift "Helene Relief." Contributions received by November 10th will be forwarded the 
following week. 

 
 

SUPPORT OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
Pick up a shoebox from the portico area and follow the instructions to sponsor a box! Please 

be sure to return your shoebox (unsealed) by Sunday, Nov. 17th. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Join us for a congregational meeting on Sunday, Nov. 24th following worship. We will gather 

for a potluck lunch and conduct two items of business: 1) act upon the recommended 2025 
budget and 2) conduct the church council election. Nomination forms available in the office. 

 
THANKSGIVING SERVICE 

Join us for a special Thanksgiving Service at 6pm on Sunday, Nov. 24th followed by a Pie Party 
in the Fellowship Hall! 

The Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 10, 2024 

 
The Holy Communion 

10:00am 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

St. James Lutheran Church 
104 Union Street South 

PO Box 684 
Concord, North Carolina 28026 

704-786-0166 
www.sjnc.net 

http://www.sjnc.net/


Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  If you 
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” 
please speak to Pastor Bill.   If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the 
person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.  
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first 
floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), 
please sign a pew pad. 
 
COPYRIGHT: 
Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress  
Licenses SAS-002140, SB177826 
For the Fruit of All Creation (Text) © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002. All Rights Reserved. 
 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
Nov. 10 – Orietta Grady, Bradley Propst 
Nov. 11 – Jazmin Harward, Ben Kuly,  

Erin Kuly, Lillian Parks, Tom Ridenhour 
Nov. 14 – Kim Johnson 
Nov. 15 – Douglas McAnulty 
Nov. 16 – Karen Parks, Heidi Patterson, Noah Pittard  

 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 
Sunday, Nov. 10  9:00 am  Adult Sunday School 
    9:00 am  Parish Choir 
    9:30 am  Children’s Sunday School 
    10:00 am Worship 
 

Monday, Nov. 11  Church Office Closed     
 

Tuesday, Nov. 12  12:00 pm Lively Leisures  
    6:00 pm Congregation Council 
  

Wednesday, Nov. 13  5:30 pm Handbells 
    6:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, Nov. 15  7:00 pm Youth Movie Night 
 
Saturday, Nov. 16  Leah’s Hope Trailer 
 

Sunday, Nov. 17  9:00 am  Adult Sunday School 
    9:00am  Budget Q&A Session 
    9:00 am  Parish Choir 
    9:30 am  Children’s Sunday School 
    10:00 am Worship 
    1:00 pm  Youth Mini Golf 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
November 24:  Congregation Meeting (after worship) 
November 24: Thanksgiving Worship & Pie Party (6pm) 
December 1:  Advent Tree Lighting (5pm ornaments; 6pm lighting) 
December 8:  Bethlehem at the Farm (4pm – 7pm) – https://bit.ly/VolunteerBATF 

https://bit.ly/VolunteerBATF


 
 

St James Lutheran Church: 
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service. 

 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
 

Welcome 
 
 

Prelude                  The Peace May Be Exchanged (from Rubrics) Dan Locklair 
           
 

Please stand. 
 

 

THE INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
 
THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 

Please sit or kneel, as able. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 
 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.   We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name. Amen 

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: You Servants of God 
 

 



 
 

 
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Lord, when the day of wrath comes we have no hope except in your grace. 

Make us so to watch for the last days that the consummation of our hope may 
be the joy of the marriage feast of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    

C Amen 
 

Please sit. 
 

 
 
 
THE FIRST READING:  1 Kings 17:8-16 
8 The word of the Lord came to [Elijah,] saying, 9 “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs 
to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10 So he set 
out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there 
gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I 
may drink.” 11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a 
morsel of bread in your hand.” 12 But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have 
nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now 
gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my 
son, that we may eat it, and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as 
you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards 
make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: 
The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that 
the Lord sends rain on the earth.” 15 She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well 
as he and her household ate for many days. 16 The jar of meal was not emptied, neither 
did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 
 

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
THE SECOND READING: Hebrews 9:24-28 
24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, 
but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy 
Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 26 for then he would have had to 
suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared 
once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just 
as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, 28 so Christ, 
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to 
deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 



A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand. 

 
 
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 
 
THE GOSPEL  
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 12th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

38 As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in  
long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39 and to have the best 
seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40 They devour widows’ 
houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater  
condemnation.” 

41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money  
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put  
in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43 Then he called his disciples and  
said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are  
contributing to the treasury. 44 For all of them have contributed out of their  
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to  
live on.” 
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON 
Please stand. 

 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  All Depends on our Possessing 
 

 
 

 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Please sit or kneel, as able. 
 
 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 
A Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your 

truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.  Lord, in 
your mercy. 

C Hear our prayer. 
 
A Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.  Lord, in  
your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 
 
A Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in 
your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 
 
A Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve 

Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us.  Lord, in your mercy 
C Hear our prayer. 
 
A Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 

courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  
Lord, in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 
 
A We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 
kingdom.  Lord, in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 
 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen 
 
 
THE PEACE  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

Please sit. 
 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
 
THE ANTHEM                                        Offertory                                        John Ness Beck 



With what shall I come before the Lord,  
and bow myself before God on high?  
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings,  
Shall I come before Him with yearling calves?  
 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,  
with ten thousand rivers of oil?  
Shall I give Him my firstborn for my transgressions,  
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  
 
He has shown you, O man;  
He has shown you what is good.  
And what does the Lord require of you  
but to do justly and to love kindness,  
and to walk humbly, walk humbly with your God? 
                                                          Micah 6:6-8 
      

Please stand. 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY 

 

 

THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A Blessed are you, 
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service 
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen     

 
 

 
 
THE COMMUNION RITE  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on 
this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 



 
 
P Holy, mighty and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick 
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 
opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people 
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 

 
Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the 
unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and 
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,   

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Please sit. 
 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 



Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation. 

  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 
 

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table.  Please come by way of the center aisle 
and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an 
usher or fellow worshiper will help you.  At one time we too were confused.  For those  
unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available.  If you are unable to come to 

the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat.  Please advise an usher. 
 

Please stand. 
 

 
THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
C Amen 
 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
P Let us pray. 
P        We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C Amen 
 

 
 
THE BENEDICTION  
P       Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
 
THE SENDING HYMN: For the Fruit of All Creation 
 

 



 
 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                   Toccata in Seven                                                     Rutter 
        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TREE LIGHTING 
Join us Sunday, December 1st for the Annual St. James Christmas Tree Lighting! 
Ornament making starts at 5pm; Tree lighting will be at 6pm in the garden lot. 

 
BETHLEHEM AT THE FARM 

Please consider volunteering for Bethlehem at the Farm 2024! This year's event will be 
Sunday, December 8, from 4pm - 7pm. 

 
We need a large number of volunteers to act as townspeople for the village. 

Volunteers to arrive by 3:30pm; costumes to be provided. Sign-ups at the link: 
https://bit.ly/VolunteerBATF 

 
We are also in need of 6 pop-up/easy-up tents for the event. If you would be able to 

provide a tent, please email info@sjnc.net. Tents may be dropped at the church prior 
to that Sunday. 

 
 
 

YOUTH GROUP  
 

FRIDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES: 
Attention all Middle and High School Youth!  Friday Night at the Movies will come to 
St. James, (Flex Room) on Friday, November 15, from 7:00 – 9:15.  Pizza, a game of 

Corn Hole and a Movie too.  We will be showing “GRAVITY”, rated PG-13. Bring a 
friend and enjoy the evening. 

 
 

THE YOUTH HEADING TO JOCKO’S MINI GOLF: 
On Sunday, November 17, the Middle and Sr. High Youth will meet at Jocko’s Mini 
Golf at 1:00 pm for a round of fun at no cost to you!  Parents are welcome to stay and 

join in the fun. Youth, come and join in the fun, invite a friend to join in too.  Mark 
your calendar and we will see you at Jocko’s! 

 
 

 

https://bit.ly/VolunteerBATF
mailto:info@sjnc.net

